Dear Review Team,
Fair Play South West is the Gender Equality Network for the South West of England.
We are a membership network of women and women’s organisations with an interest in promoting equality for women, both equality of opportunity and removing barriers to equality of outcome. Our priorities relate to women’s safety, women’s power and women’s contribution to the economy.

We were very supportive of the Gender Equality Duty established under the 2006 Equality Act, and its associated Specific Regulations and believe it was beginning to be effective in helping committed public bodies to promote women’s equality before it was replaced. We remain supportive of the wider Public Sector Equality Duty intent, though believe that the new Specific Duties are less than helpful.

Overall, our response to the current consultation on how the Duties are operating is very well expressed by the Equality and Diversity Forum (EDF), whose attached response we fully support.

Regards,

Jackie Longworth
Chair, Fair Play South West
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