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Dear 
Request for information under Freedom of Information Act

Thank you for your email of    March 2014, in which you requested the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):
“Re-offending rate for offenders starting suspended sentence orders in Hertfordshire and Essex for the previous 5 years before 2011, including a national comparison”
Your request has been passed to me because I have responsibility for answering requests which relate to re-offending statistics for England and Wales and has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) and I can confirm that the Department holds information within the scope of your request.

The table below show proven re-offending rates of adult offenders starting Suspended Sentence Orders in Essex and Hertfordshire since 2006. 
Proven re-offending is defined as any offence committed in a one year follow-up period and receiving a court conviction, caution, reprimand or warning in the one year follow-up. Following this one year period, a further six month waiting period is allowed for cases to progress through the courts.
	 
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010

	Essex 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Proportion of offenders who re-offend (%)
	30.2
	30.4
	28.7
	31.7
	30.1

	Number of offenders starting SSOs
	645
	806
	649
	792
	810

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Hertfordshire
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Proportion of offenders who re-offend (%)
	34.7
	29.1
	34.4
	32.2
	28.8

	Number of offenders starting SSOs
	349
	453
	474
	516
	652

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	All Suspended Sentence Orders
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Proportion of offenders who re-offend (%)
	34.8
	34.0
	32.9
	31.0
	30.2

	Number of offenders starting SSOs
	25,801
	34,869
	35,870
	37,305
	38,861


Note: 

1. Suspended Sentence Orders were introduced in the Criminal Justice Act 2003 and came into force from April 2005.

2. This does not represent all offenders - offenders who start a suspended sentence order are matched to the Police National Computer and those who cannot be matched are excluded from the offender cohort
3. The allocated local authority is based on the offender's address as recorded on the Police National Computer.
The table is a further breakdown of tables 21 of the ‘Proven Re-offending Statistics Quarterly Bulletin: January to December 2011’ publication available in the Ministry of Justice via the following link:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/270021/proven-reoffending-jan11-dec11-tables
