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UK Spaceport Consultation – Ministry of Defence Response

This is a consolidated response from the Ministry of Defence (MOD) to the Department for Transport Supporting Commercial Spaceplane Operations in the UK: Consultation on criteria to determine the location of a UK Spaceport.  This note covers the three specific Military bases mentioned in the CAA Report as well as broader comment relating to the other locations.

The CAA developed their criteria and conducted an assessment against these criteria without consulting the MOD; this meant that military air traffic levels and activity were not considered when selecting the eight potentially feasible locations for a future UK Spaceport.

Enough is not yet known about the specific requirements for a Spaceport to be able to provide further comment on the criteria used.

We have reviewed the facilities at the three military sites identified in the CAA report, as well as their current and future operational usage.  None of the three locations meets the runway criteria, and due to overriding operational factors Kinloss Barracks and RAF Lossiemouth should be disregarded from further consideration.  RAF Leuchars will transition to the Army in 2015 but an active runway will remain under RAF control.  The planned future use of Leuchars is likely to preclude it from becoming a permanent Spaceport; however, there may be a possibility that the site could be utilised as a temporary facility for a limited period of time if such a facility were deemed a requirement.  It is not possible to give a definitive response on the suitability of Leuchars as a future Spaceport without significant additional information on what exactly would be required, and as the Department is not funded for spaceplane or spaceport activity then any changes to the infrastructure would have to be met from external funding.

The development of a Spaceport at any of the eight potentially feasible locations identified in the CAA report will require work on supporting airspace structures.  This Department wishes to be closely involved in this work in order to ensure that proposed changes do not adversely impact on current UK operations or military flying training. 

