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Q1. Do you agree with the CAA’s high-level recommendation that, if a decision were taken to proceed, sub-orbital operations should preferably commence, either on a permanent or a temporary basis, from one (or more) of the following: 
- an existing EASA-certificated aerodrome; 
- an existing UK CAA-licensed aerodrome; and/or 
- an existing UK military aerodrome, subject to approval from the MOD. 

I agree with the CAA’s recommendation that sub-orbital operations should commence on the suggested basis.

Q2. Do you agree that in order to make maximum use of existing infrastructure, the location should preferably still be active but at a low level of aircraft movements and should have existing and appropriate ground infrastructure/facilities and service provision? 

I agree that the active, but not saturated, existing ground infrastructure capacity and  service experience, is a good component for evaluation of the preferred location.

Q.3 Do you agree that greenfield sites should not be considered? 

I agree that to mitigate cost, time and skill risk factors, Greenfield sites should not be considered.


CAA's criteria 

Q4. Do you agree with CAA’s analysis identifying the criteria to be considered in identifying a permanent location for a UK spaceport? If not, please explain why.

I think a bigger component of the criteria for identifying the permanent location, should be the potential to act as a catalyst for igniting the local/regional economy. This could be through the growth of the space or aerospace sector including stimulating jobs in the wider supply chain or supporting existing space sector clusters, or indeed skills uplifts. 
 
Q5. Do you think there are any other criteria that should also be taken into consideration? If so, please explain why. 

The capability to inspire future generations in STEM subjects at each location should also be considered.

Q6. Do you agree that these are relevant criteria? What weight should be attached to them? 

Once the safety and technical minimum levels are reached, the largest weighting should be on economic impact. As an example, in Cornwall, significant, private, regional, national, and European funding is being committed to the Goonhilly Space Science Teleport. It would appear to very coherent, and mutually supporting, for a business set up to monitor and control spacecraft and provide space outreach and training facilities, to create critical mass to underpin the region’s Space and Aerospace aspirations to generate significant economic impacts.


Q7. If more than one location closely meet the essential operating criteria, safety, meteorological, environmental and economic criteria, do you agree that we should also consider factors around the contribution to local and national growth? If so, what weight should be given to these factors?

Space and Aerospace jobs create significantly higher wages and productivity than the UK average. The return on the large scale of investment necessary to deliver the Spaceport should have the maximum direct and indirect impact on the regional and national economy.

I believe that these returns on the investment should be weighted very highly.

A coastal location? 

Q8. Do you agree with the CAA’s analysis and strong recommendation that until there is a better understanding of sub-orbital spaceplane safety performance, spaceplane operations should only take place in areas of low population density and the resulting view that only a coastal location is suitable to protect the uninvolved general public? 

I agree that until a safety track record is established, safety concerns may be mitigated by the use of coastal locations.


CAA's shortlist of potentially feasible locations 

Q9. What are your views on the CAA’s shortlist of eight potential sites? 

The Newquay Cornwall Airport proposal has many strong components to the bid at an overview (non technical) level. The Spaceport is

·  Within easiest reach of the majority of the existing UK Space Industry in the South/South East of England
· Is situated in an area with stated aspirations, supported by European and Regional Funding, to use the Space and Aerospace industries to drive forward a transformation of the regional economy.
· Is a recognised regional tourism destination and therefore able to communicate with large numbers of visitors. 


Q10. Are there any locations on the CAA's shortlist which you consider should be disregarded? If yes, please give your reasoning.

No, however I assume that the weighting of the desirable factors will be key to establishing the best fit location. Notwithstanding my comments above, the ability to cost effectively provide the desired length of runway, the ability to provide good transport links with population centres, coupled with the ability to act as a ‘force multiplier’ for the regional Space sector businesses would weight highly with me.
 
Q11. Are there any additional locations that you consider should be on the CAA’s short list? If yes, please explain why.
No – I have no suggestions for an additional location

