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Consultation on criteria to determine the location of a UK spaceport 

Marine Conservation Society Response, October 2014

The Marine Conservation Society (MCS) is the UK charity for the protection of our seas, shores and wildlife. We work closely with government, industry and the public to achieve more sustainable fisheries, marine wildlife protection and reduce pollution. 

We welcome the opportunity to respond to this consultation. However, we are concerned that it may not have been as widely publicised as it ought and would suggest extending the consultation another month and expanding the consultee list. We happened to hear about it from a member of the public. However, we note from your very short list of consultees (repeated in Annex I below) that the following consultees may have been omitted: 
· The Scottish Government, Scottish Natural Heritage, Scottish Environment Protection Agency, 
· The Welsh Government, Natural Resources Wales
· Defra, Marine Management Organisation, Natural England (though DfT have informed us that NE responded)
· Environmental NGOs e.g. RSPB, WWF, Wildlife Trusts and umbrella groups most eNGOs co-ordinate through – Wildlife & Countryside Link, Scottish Environment Link, Wales Environment Link 

MCS response to consultation questions 

CAAs High Level Recommendation 
Q.3 Do you agree that greenfield sites should not be considered?

Yes, MCS wholeheartedly agrees that a greenfield site should not be considered as a spaceport, nor should any existing aerodrome or runway be extended into a greenfield site, or a coastal habitat and certainly not into the sea. 

A coastal location
Q8. Do you agree with the CAA’s analysis and strong recommendation that until there is a better understanding of sub-orbital spaceplane safety performance, spaceplane operations should only take place in areas of low population density and the resulting view that only a coastal location is suitableto protect the uninvolved general public?

The Marine Conservation Society has the following concerns about a coastal location: 
· We do not know what the safety issues are, but we would be extremely concerned about any proposal that put any coastal population at risk even in low populations whether that be a coastal hamlets, village, town or city. 
· Moving onto marine species, three of the proposed locations are next to internationally important populations of Bottlenose dolphins – the Moray Firth Special Area of Conservation where two sites are proposed and Cardigan Bay Special Area of Conservation.   
· We are also concerned that spaceports may necessitate longer runways or larger facilities than the footprint already provided. We would be completely against any such development that extended into coastal habitats such as sand dunes or out to sea. While we cannot speak for Sir Richard Branson we would also point out that as an Ocean Elder and a committed marine conservationist it is unlikely that any space initiative he was involved in would be likely to occur where it impacted the coastal or marine environmental either.  
· We do not know what debris might be jettisoned as a result of space expeditions but we believe spaceships would need to be compliant with the London Dumping Convention that bans dumping of any item at sea, just as ships are. DfT shipping colleagues could of course advise on this. 


Marine Conservation Society, October 2014 

For further information please contact:
melissa.moore@mcsuk.org 






APPENDIX I

List of Consultees copied from Annex of Consultation on criteria to determine the location of a UK spaceport

Airport Operators Association
Aviation Environmental Federation
BAR UK
BATA
British Business and General Aviation Association
Campbeltown Airport
ELFAA
Glasgow Prestwick Airport
Health and Safety Executive
IATA
Llanbedr Airfield
Local Government Association
Ministry of Defence
NATS 
Newquay Cornwall Airport
QinetiQ
Stornoway Airport
Strategic Aviation Special Interest Group (SASIG)
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