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1) The number of car theory tests conducted at Edinburgh theory test centre in 
2009, 2010 and 2011  
 
2) The number of car theory tests passed and failed at Edinburgh theory test centre 
in 2009, 2010 and 2011  
 
In the table below, you can find the number of car theory tests conducted, passed and 
failed at Edinburgh theory test centre in 2009, 2010 and 2011. 
 
Calendar year Number of car 

theory tests 
conducted at 
Edinburgh 

Number of car 
theory tests failed 
at Edinburgh 

Number of car 
theory tests 
passed at 
Edinburgh 

2009 15,670 4,717 10,953 
2010 14,890 4,504 10,386 
2011 15,973 5,117 10,856 
 
3) The percentage of first time passes at Edinburgh theory test centre in 2009, 2010 
and 2011.  Please base this information on all previous attempts taken from 
September 2004. 
 
In the table below, you can find the percentage of first time passes for the car theory test 
at Edinburgh theory test centre in 2009, 2010 and 2011.  We have also provided you with 
the number of first time tests taken. 
 
Calendar year First time car theory test 

passes at Edinburgh  
First time car theory test 
pass rate at Edinburgh 

2009 7,915 50.51% 
2010 7,373 49.52% 
2011 7,539 47.20% 
 
Please note that: 
 

 the first time pass rate is as a percentage of the number of car theory tests 
conducted at Edinburgh theory test centre in those years.  We have provided you 
those figures in response to questions one and two 

 the number of first time passes is based on all attempts taken by a candidate from 
September 2004 whether at Edinburgh theory test centre or not 

 the information is based on a candidate’s driving licence number; therefore if a 
driver has changed their driver number the count would start again 

 
4) The number of car theory tests conducted nationally in 2009, 2010 and 2011 
 
5) The number of car theory tests passed and failed nationally in 2009, 2010 and 
2011 
 
In the table below, you can find the number of car theory tests conducted, passed and 
failed nationally in 2009, 2010 and 2011. 
 
 



 
 
 
Calendar year Number of car 

theory tests 
conducted 
nationally 

Number of car 
theory failed 
nationally 

Number of car 
theory passed 
nationally 

2009 1,356,965 494,505 862,460 
2010 1,340,220 489,586 850,634 
2011 1,328,375 510,349 818,026 
 
 
6) The percentage of first time passes nationwide in 2009, 2010 and 2011.  Please 
base this information on all previous attempts taken from September 2004. 
 
In the table below, you can find the percentage of first time passes for the car theory test 
nationwide in 2009, 2010 and 2011.  We have also provided you with the number of first 
time tests taken. 
 
Calendar year First time car theory test 

passes nationwide  
First time car theory test 
pass rate nationwide 

2009 579,481 42.70% 
2010 560,727 41.8% 
2011 529,079 39.83% 
 
Please note that: 
 

 the first time pass rate is as a percentage of the number of car theory tests 
conducted at nationwide in those years.  We have provided you those figures in 
response to questions three and four 

 the number of first time passes is based on all attempts taken by a candidate from 
September 2004  

 the information is based on a candidate’s driving licence number; therefore if a 
driver has changed their driver number the count would start again 

 
 
The information supplied to you continues to be protected by copyright. You are 
free to use it for your own purposes, including for private study and non-
commercial research, and for any other purpose authorised by an exception in 
current copyright law. Documents (except photographs) can be also used in the UK 
without requiring permission for the purposes of news reporting. Any other re-use, 
for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the copyright 
holder.  
 
Most documents supplied by the Driving Standards Agency will be protected by 
Crown Copyright. Most Crown copyright information can be re-used under the Open 
Government Licence (http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-
licence/). For information about the OGL and about re-using Crown Copyright 
information please see The National Archives website -
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/uk-gov-licensing-
framework.htm .  
 



Copyright in other documents may rest with a third party. For information about 
obtaining permission from a third party see the Intellectual Property Office’s 
website at www.ipo.gov.uk. 
 
 
 
 


