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Freedom of Information Request 
You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):
“(i) In the last 2 years what percentage of confiscation orders have been paid in full within the permitted time?

(ii) Of those who have not what percentage have been committed to prison in default?

(iii) Of those who have not paid how many have become uncontactable (i.e are believed to have “gone to ground”) 

(iv) How many (if any) of those with outstanding order are known to have absconded/escaped from prison?”
I can confirm that the Ministry of Justice holds the information that you have asked for and I am pleased to provide this to you.  I will answer your request in the order you submitted it.
Q(i)  In the last 2 years what percentage of confiscation orders have been paid in full within the permitted time?
A(i)  During the period of 01/04/2012 to 31/03/2014, 44% of defendants paid their confiscation order within their allocated time to pay.  Please note nominal orders for £5 and under have been excluded from the data.

Q(ii)  Of those who have not, what percentage have been committed to prison in default?

A(ii)  Of those who have not, 5% have been committed to prison in default.  

A default sentence may not be activated, when it is considered the defendant is actively trying to satisfy their order and is fully cooperating with enforcement staff, or where the defendant is currently serving a long prison sentence and activating a further default sentence would have little impact at that time.  Of those that were not paid by the allocated time to pay date, 41% have since paid their order in full including any accrued interest.
Q(iii)  Of those who have not paid, how many have become uncontactable (i.e. are believed to have gone to ground)?

A(iii)  7 of those who have not paid have become uncontactable (i.e. are believed to have gone to ground)
Q(iv)  How many (if any) of those with outstanding orders are known to have absconded/escaped from prison?

A(iv)  None.  We reviewed the 7 defendants that cannot be located and none have absconded from prison.
This government has seen an increase in recoveries through confiscation orders over the last five years.  A record £137.2 million was collected last year, meaning £28.2 million was paid in compensation to help victims recover from the effects of crime.
Hardworking taxpayers deserve to know that criminals will pay. Our plans for an external provider for enforcement will bring in the necessary investment and technology needed to help increase collections, reduce costs and importantly, ensure more criminals pay back their proceeds of crime.
UNCLASSIFIED


