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PRESS NOTICE
28 June 2012
COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE  - NEW STANDARDS REGIME FOR LOCAL AUTHORITIES IS NOT READY AND RISKS PUBLIC CONFIDENCE  

The Committee on Standards in Public Life today expressed concern that a large number of local authorities remain unprepared for the new standards regime which takes effect on 1 July. 

Sir Christopher Kelly, Chairman of the Committee, said:

“In early June we wrote to all local authorities in England to ask about their preparations for implementing the new regime which comes into force on 1 July. Their responses can only provide a snapshot but the Committee is concerned that so late in the day, nearly half of those who responded have yet to adopt a new code and around four fifths have yet to appoint an independent person. The fact that the Regulations and Order which take effect from 1 July were laid only on 6 June cannot have helped their preparations.
 “The Committee has significant concerns about the inherent robustness of the new arrangements. We welcome the introduction of a mandatory requirement for local authorities to adopt a local code of conduct based on the seven principles of public life.  But the Committee has consistently argued that codes need to be supported by independent scrutiny to support internal systems for maintaining standards and by the promotion and reinforcement of standards. Guidance and training and the application of appropriate sanctions when those standards are breached are all crucial.
“The reliance of the new arrangements on relatively modest sanctions and significantly reduced independent input already carries inherent risks.  These risks will be compounded unless Leaders and elected mayors implement the new arrangements in a timely and effective manner.  Unless local authorities have independent persons in place and they are seen to be effective, the new system will lack credibility and is unlikely to command public confidence. 
“I have raised these points with the Secretary of State today and the Committee will continue to take a close interest. “ 
Notes to Editors

1. All media enquiries and interview requests for Sir Christopher Kelly, media should contact Maggie O’Boyle on 07880 740627.

2. More information about the work of the Committee is available on its website: www.public-standards.gov.uk 
3. The Committee wrote to all local councils in England (excluding parish councils). As of 25 June there had been 159 responses. There have been 84 responses from district councils, 16 from county councils, 17 from metropolitan councils, 18 from London boroughs and 24 from unitary councils. Responses were received from Birmingham, Bristol, Newcastle, Leeds, Bradford, Nottingham.  Most responses were received in the week commencing 11 June. See below for the results:
	Code of Conduct
	Response by numbers
	Response by percentages

	Use existing model code
	22
	14%

	Code based on example produced by DCLG
	7
	4%

	Code based on example produced by LGA
	15
	9%

	Bespoke
	42
	27%

	Have yet to adopt a new code
	73
	46%


	Individual Person
	Response by numbers
	Response by percentages

	An individual with no previous experience of chairing or membership of a standards committee
	8
	5%

	Use the transitional arrangements
	20
	13%

	An individual who currently chairs or is a member of another local authority’s standards committee
	8
	5%

	Have yet to appoint an independent person
	123
	77%


4. The Committee on Standards in Public Life is an Advisory Non-Departmental Public Body (NDPB) sponsored by the Cabinet Office. The Chair and Members are appointed by the Prime Minister. The Committee was established in October 1994 with the following terms of reference: “To examine current concerns about standards of conduct of all holders of public office, including arrangements relating to financial and commercial activities, and make recommendations as to any changes in present arrangements which might be required to ensure the highest standards of propriety in public life. Additional terms of reference were announced on 12 November 1997: “To review issues in relation to the funding of political parties, and to make recommendations as to any changes in present arrangements.”

5. The current members of the Committee are: Sir Christopher Kelly KCB, Chairman, Rt Hon Lord Alderdice, Rt Hon Margaret Beckett MP, Sheila Drew Smith OBE, Oliver Heald MP, Patricia Moberly, Sir Derek Morris MA DPhil, Dame Denise Platt DBE, David Prince CBE and Richard Thomas CBE. 
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