
                     

         

  

  
          Statfistficafl Reflease                   11 September 2014 

Vehficfle Lficensfing Statfistfics:  

Quarter 2 (Apr - Jun) 2014  

At the end of June 2014 there were 35.8 mfiflflfion 
vehficfles flficensed for use on the road fin Great Brfitafin 

Thfis fis a 2.2% fincrease on quarter 2 2013, the bfiggest year-on-year 

fincrease sfince quarter 2 2005. 

Lficensed vehficfles fin GB:  Q2 1994 - Q2 2014  [veh0101] 

Latest quarter: 

About thfis reflease 

Thfis reflease presents the 

flatest quarterfly statfistfics on 

flficensed motor vehficfles. It fis 

part of the Vehficfle Statfistfics 

serfies. Detafifled data tabfles are 

avafiflabfle from the web sfite. 

Further tabfles are updated on 

an annuafl basfis fin addfitfion to 

those updated quarterfly whfich 
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Cars 
82.9% 

Others 
17.1% 

It fis based on admfinfistratfive 

are flfisted beflow. 

data hefld by the Drfiver and 

Vehficfle Lficensfing Agency 

723 thousand vehficfles were regfistered for the first 
tfime fin Great Brfitafin fin quarter 2 2014 

Thfis was 8% up on the same quarter of 2013, and for the first tfime 

margfinaflfly hfigher than the pre-recessfion 2008 figure. However, fit was 

stfiflfl 11% flower than fin the peak quarter 2 of 2003. 

Vehficfles regfistered for the first tfime, GB: 2001-2014   [veh0150] 

1,000 

(DVLA). 

Except where otherwfise stated, 

the statfistfics aflfl refer to Great 

Brfitafin. However, from the 

next quarter, thfis serfies wfiflfl be 

expanded to cover UK data. 

For further detafifls pflease refer 

to the Background Informatfion 

sectfion beflow and the separate 

Technficafl Notes. 
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General Context 

The number of licensed vehicles and number of vehicles registered for the first time are influenced 
by the general economic climate in Britain and further afield. New registrations have only just 
returned to the level before the 2008-9 recession began, so the licensed vehicle stock, while 
continuing to grow, has been growing more slowly. 

While new car registrations across the European Union as a whole fell by 1.7% in 2013 according 
to the European Automobile Manufacturers’ Association, the UK was the only major EU market to 

Summary figuresshow double digit growth. The UK was the second largest new car market in Europe in 2013, after 
Germany.  The UK accounted for 19% of new cars registered in the EU in 2013, compared with 
17% in 2012. 

Licensed vehicle numbers 

At the end of quarter 2 2014 there were 35.8 million vehicles licensed for use on the roads in 
Great Britain, of which 29.7 million were cars. 

Licensed vehicles in GB: Q4 1994-Q2 2014
The total number of licensed vehicles has 
increased in every year since the end of the 

Following the recession of 2008-9 it slowed 
further, but did not stop, averaging 0.3% a year 25 

between 2008 and 2011. Between quarter 2 
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in licensed vehicles averaged 2.3% a year, 35 
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although from the mid-2000s it had already 
begun to slow somewhat. 
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2013 and quarter 2 2014 the total vehicle stock 
increased by 2.2%, the highest year-on-year 1994 Q4 1997 Q4 2000 Q4 2003 Q4 2006 Q4 2009 Q4 2012 Q4 

increase since quarter 2 2005. 
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Lficensed vehficfles by type, GB:  Q4 1994 - Q2 2014
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The recent fincreases fin vehficfle numbers have been drfiven flargefly by cars and vans.  

The numbers of flficensed cars fincreased by 2.1% between quarter 2 2013 and quarter 2 2014, the  

fastest rate of growth sfince 2004.  

Van numbers were up 3.5% over the same perfiod, the fastest growth rate sfince 2008.  

Motorcycfle numbers fincreased by 1.7% over the flast year, but had prevfiousfly been decflfinfing  

sflfightfly sfince a peak fin 2008/9.  

Sfince the end of 1994, the number of flficensed cars fin Great Brfitafin has fincreased by 40%, whfifle  

the number of vans has fincreased by 62% and the number of motorcycfles by 84%.  

The numbers of heavy goods vehficfles (HGV) and buses and coaches have both faflflen sfince 2007.  

The number of HGVs fin quarter 2 2014 was 2.1% up on the same  

quarter of the prevfious year, but remafins 8% beflow the peak fin 

2007. However, there fis some evfidence of hauflfiers usfing fewer, 

flarger HGVs (and more flarge vans), so thfis reductfion fin numbers 

Detafifled vehficfle stock 
statfistficafl tabfles updated thfis 
quarter are:-

does not necessarfifly findficate a faflfl fin road frefight carryfing capacfity. 
Aflfl vehficfles types: VEH0101, 
110, 120 to 123, 128 to 130 

The number of buses and coaches feflfl by 1.0% compared wfith 

quarter 2 2013, contfinufing an efight year decflfine. There are now 
Motorcycfles: VEH0301 

8% fewer buses than fin 2005, when the number peaked. 

Tabfles 
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New Regfistratfions thfis quarter 

723 thousand vehficfles 

were regfistered for 
1,000 the first tfime fin Great 

Brfitafin fin quarter 2 800 

2014. 
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prevfious year. 

Vehficfles regfistered for the first tfime, GB: 2001-2014  

+8% 

11% 
2003 2005 2007 

recessfion 
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Second Quarter of: 

2013 

compared 
wfith flast 
year 

compared 
wfith 2003 
peak 

The economfic downturn from flate 2008 affected the new regfistratfion figures from then onwards, but 

a downward trend was aflready apparent before that. The new regfistratfion figure for Aprfifl to June 

2014 was the hfighest quarter 2 figure sfince 2007, and the first to exceed the pre-recessfion 2008 

flevefl.  However, fit fis stfiflfl 11% beflow the hfighest quarter 2 totafl fin 2003. 

Tabfles A ‘Vehficfle Scrappage Scheme’ for cars and vans heflped to boost 

first regfistratfions between May 2009 and Aprfifl 2010, and may Detafifled new regfistratfions 

aflso have had the sfide effect of sflfightfly depressfing regfistratfions statfistficafl tabfles updated thfis 
quarter are:-

brfiefly efither sfide of thfis perfiod fif prospectfive buyers changed 

thefir pflans to take advantage of the scheme. 
Aflfl vehficfles types: VEH0150, 
160 to 170 

Cars: VEH0256 

New regfistratfions fin Great Brfitafin fin Q2 2014, by vehficfle type 
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The charts to the rfight show findexed trends fin new 
Vehficfles regfistered for first tfime, by vehficfle type: 

regfistratfions for each major vehficfle type, on the same 
GB, 2001- Jun 2014. 

scafle. The fimpact of the recessfion fin flate 2008 and 12-month roflflfing averages (findex Jan 2002=100) 

2009 can be seen. 140 
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quarter 2 2014 was up 7.4% on quarter 2 2013, at 

587 thousand. The flast efighteen months have seen 
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9 thousand. Thfis reflects a fluflfl fin regfistratfions foflflowfing  

an earflfier rush to regfister new vehficfles before new 

envfironmentafl standards (Euro 6) came fin fin January 
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rapfidfly earfly fin the flast decade. Whfifle they dropped 

off fless sharpfly than those of vans or HGVs at the the 

onset of the recessfion, they have aflso recovered fless 

sfince, and at just over 2 thousand fin quarter 2 2014  

were 2.2% up on quarter 2 2013. 

New regfistratfions of motorcycfles feflfl reflatfivefly 

rapfidfly fin the first few years of the flast decade, before  

fleveflflfing off. The onset of the recessfion saw a further 

decrease, foflflowed by another perfiod of reflatfive 

stabfiflfity. The totafl of 33 thousand new regfistratfions fin 50 
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Cars and the Envfironment
	

A range of factors have been drfivfing changes fin the fuefl type, 

efficfiency and emfissfions of the vehficfle fleet. There are financfiafl 

benefits to motorfists who swfitch to cars wfith smaflfler engfine sfizes or 

flower emfissfions. Cars wfith flower carbon dfioxfide (CO
2
) emfissfions faflfl 

fin cheaper Vehficfle Excfise Duty (car tax) bands. Cars wfith smaflfler 

engfines and / or cars whfich use dfiesefl rather than petrofl tend to have 

better fuefl efficfiency, and are therefore cheaper to run. In addfitfion, 

flegaflfly bfindfing EU-wfide CO
2
 emfissfion targets for manufacturers gfive 

them added fincentfives to brfing flower emfissfion vehficfles to the market. 

The proportfion of the flficensed car fleet that fis made up of dfiesefl 

and aflternatfive fuefl vehficfles has contfinued to grow. By quarter 4 

2013 there were 10.1 mfiflflfion dfiesefl cars, accountfing for 34.5% of 

the totafl, up from onfly 7.4% fin 1994. There were onfly 207 thousand 

aflternatfive fuefl cars flficensed by December 2013, but thfis was up 

16% over the year. 

In totafl, 2,746 new ufltra flow emfissfion vehficfles (ULEVs) were 

regfistered for the first tfime fin the Unfited Kfingdom fin quarter 2 2014, 

up 141% from 1,139 fin the second quarter of 2013. Most of thfis 

fincrease has been due to vehficfles eflfigfibfle for pflug-fin car and van 

grants. 

New Ufltra Low Emfissfion & eflectrfic vehficfles, UK 2010 - Q2 2014 

R
eg
fis
tr
at
fi
o
ns
 fi
n 
q
ua
rt
er
 

3,000 

2,500 

2,000 

1,500 

1,000 

500 

0 

ULEVs 

Of whfich, Pflug-fin Grant eflfigfibfle 
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The number of newfly regfistered ufltra flow 
emfissfions vehficfles fis one of the Department for 
Transport’s finput and fimpact findficators. 
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What are aflternatfive 
fuefl vehficfles? 

Aflternatfive fuefl vehficfles are those 

abfle to use a range of aflternatfives 

to purefly petrofl or dfiesefl fuefl, 

fincfludfing gas, eflectrficfity, or a 

combfinatfion such as gas bfi-fuefl 

and hybrfid eflectrfic. 

More detafifl 

For more detafifl of propuflsfion 
types for cars see 2013 annuafl 
statfistfics reflease (tabfles 
veh0203 & veh0253). 

What are Ufltra Low 
Emfissfion Vehficfles? 

Ufltra flow emfissfion vehficfles are 

those wfith emfissfions of CO
2 

beflow 75 g/km, or fuflfly eflectrficaflfly 

powered. 

What are pflug-fin 
grants?  

Pflug-fin car and van grants were  

fintroduced fin January 2011 and  

February 2012 respectfivefly.  

These grants are desfigned to 

provfide 25% of the cost of a car 

(up to £5,000) or 20% of the cost of 

a van (up to £8,000) for quaflfifyfing 

modefls - see Pflug-fin car and van 

grants

Back

 for further detafifls. 
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The 2014 quarter 2 regfistratfions fincfluded 2,322 cars and 200 vans  

of modefls that were eflfigfibfle for these grants, 152% up on the same  

quarter of 2013. The modefls accountfing for the most regfistratfions fin  

the flatest quarter were the Nfissan Leaf wfith 864 and the Mfitsubfishfi  

Outflander wfith 537. The number of prfivatefly owned ULEVs newfly  

regfistered fin quarter 2 2014 was 932, up from 318 fin the same  

quarter of 2013.  

In quarter 4 2013, 32% of aflfl flficensed cars feflfl finto one of the flowest  

five Vehficfle Excfise Duty bands (A to E, up to 140 g/km), compared  

wfith under 1% fin 2001.  

The average CO
2
 emfissfions from cars newfly regfistered fin 2014  

quarter 2 feflfl by 2.3% from 2013 quarter 2 to an average figure of 

126 g/km. Sfince 2001 the average emfissfions of new cars has faflflen 

by 29%. 

New car CO
2 
emfissfions,  UK  2001  -  Q2  2014  
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Note:  2014  average based on Q1  and  Q2 onfly 

Average new CO
2
 emfissfions fis one of the Department 

for Transport’s finput and fimpact findficators. 

Tabfles 

Detafifled envfironment 
statfistficafl tabfles updated thfis 
quarter are:-

ULEV: VEH0170 

CO
2
 cars: VEH0256 

What are VED  
bands?  

Vehficfle Excfise Duty (VED) fis 

charged on vehficfles regfistered fin 

the UK. 

For cars flficensed after March 2001, 

VED fis charged fin bands on the 

basfis of thefir CO
2
 emfissfions - see 

Vehficfle Tax Rate Tabfles for further 

detafifls. 

More detafifl 

For more detafifl of VED bands  
for aflfl flficensed cars see 2013  
annuafl statfistfics reflease (tabfle  
veh0206).  
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Makes and modefls of cars 

Lficensed cars, top 12 makes, GB: Q2 2014  

At the end of quarter 2 2014, the most common 

car modefl fin Great Brfitafin was the Ford Focus 

(1.5 mfiflflfion) foflflowed by the Ford Ffiesta (1.4 

mfiflflfion), a sfituatfion unchanged from the year 

before. In totafl, Ford accounted for 15% of aflfl cars 

and Vauxhaflfl for 12%. 

Ford 

Vauxhaflfl 

kswagen 

Peugeot 

BMW 

Renauflt 

Toyota 

Nfissan 

Audfi 

ercedes 

Cfitroen 

Honda 

Vofl

M

The top five makes (Ford, Vauxhaflfl, Voflkswagen, 

Peugeot and Renauflt) accounted for 46% of aflfl 

flficensed cars fin Great Brfitafin. There were tweflve 

makes wfith over 1 mfiflflfion cars each on the road 

at the end of June 2014 and together these 

accounted for 75% of aflfl flficensed cars. 

0 1  

The Ford Ffiesta was the most common new regfistratfion fin 2014 quarter 2 

wfith 30 thousand cars regfistered for the first tfime. Thfis was foflflowed by the 

Ford Focus and Voflkswagen Goflf wfith 19 thousand each and the Vauxhaflfl 

Corsa wfith 18 thousand. 

The top five car makes fin terms of new regfistratfions (Ford, Vauxhaflfl, 

Voflkswagen, Audfi and BMW) accounted for 46% of the new car 

2 3 4 5 

Mfiflflfions of vehficfles 

Tabfles 

Detafifled make and modefl  
statfistficafl tabfles updated thfis  
quarter are:-

VEH0120, 121, 128, 129, 160,  
161  

regfistratfions fin quarter 2 2014. 

Lficensed cars, top  20 modefls, GB: Q2 2014 
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Background information 

Important changes to these statistics from July 2014 

Some changes are expected in the vehicle licensing statistics as a result of plans announced in March 
2014 to centralise the delivery of vehicle and registration services for Northern Ireland at DVLA in 
Swansea, where these services for Great Britain are already administered, from July 2014. 

This will result in a single vehicle register for the United Kingdom, in place of separate registers for Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland. As a result of this change, it is proposed that the coverage of the VEH series 
of vehicle licensing statistics tables be expanded to cover UK rather than GB. Where practical, the key 
time series tables currently published for GB will be expanded to give time series for both UK and GB, at 
least for a transitional period. Tables currently showing a breakdown of GB statistics into the constituent 
countries of GB will continue to do so, with an additional split for Northern Ireland being added. 

These changes would begin to come into effect for statistical releases relating to data after 21 July, 
primarily with the Quarter 3 2014 release. These plans are currently provisional, and subject to change as 
the details are finalised. If you have any comments on these plans, please send them to vehicles.stats@ 
dft.gsi.gov.uk. 

Separately from this GB/UK statistical series, the Driver and Vehicle Agency Northern Ireland will continue 
to publish statistics for vehicles registered in Northern Ireland. 

About these statistics 

Almost all the statistics in the vehicle licensing statistics series are derived by Department for Transport 
statisticians from extracts of the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) vehicle database. The main 
purpose of the database is to administer vehicle registration and licensing records in Great Britain. 

For further information, please see the detailed Technical Notes. There is also a Statement of 
Administrative Sources for the DVLA vehicles database. 

Strengths and weaknesses of the data 

The DVLA database can be regarded as being virtually complete in terms of the number of licensed 
vehicles and vehicles with a SORN (Statutory Off-Road Notification). However, there will be some errors 
in some of the specific details of individual vehicles, mostly less important details. The Department for 
Transport estimates that under 2% of the vehicles records have an inaccuracy in one of the variables 
used for the statistics published. 

Vehicle Licensing Statistics: Quarter 2 2014 - Page 9 
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Other factors to consider in interpreting these statistics include: changes in legislation, revisions to the 
series, seasonal variation which affects some vehicle types, vehicle excise duty evasion and other types of 
failure to inform DVLA of relevant facts about the status of a vehicle, and the fact that Northern Ireland and 
foreign registered vehicles may also use British roads without being registered with DVLA. Most of these 
factors will only have a marginal effect for most uses of the data. For further information, please see the 
detailed Technical Notes. 

Users and uses of these statistics 

A separate note on this is available from the vehicles statistics guidance web page. 

National Statistics 

All of the statistics published in this series are National Statistics, apart from the exceptions listed on the 
series page. Vehicles statistics were assessed by the UK Statistics Authority and confirmed as National 
Statistics in April 2012. National Statistics are produced to high professional standards set out in the Code 
of Practice for Official Statistics. They undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure that they meet 
customer needs. They are produced free from any political interference. 

Details of ministers and officials who receive pre-release access to these statistics up to 24 hours before 
release can be found in the Pre-release access list. 

Next Release 

Vehicle Licensing statistical releases are published quarterly. The next is due on 11 December 2014. The 
Quarter 4 release for each calendar year is accompanied by a larger set of data tables. In addition a single 
table of monthly new vehicle registrations is released on the series page on the second Thursday of each 
month. Any updates to these plans will be advertised via the DfT statistical publications schedule. 

Request for Feedback 

We welcome any feedback on these statistics, to ensure future releases best meet user needs. Feedback 
can be provided by email to vehicles.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk. 
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