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We have been working with partners (Natural England, Rivers Trust and Wildlife Trust) 
to predict the outcomes our project work is aiming to achieve.  Our thanks go to 
everyone involved for their, often considerable, efforts.   
 
There are more than 600 projects covering a large number of waters as you can see 
on the map.  The projects are diverse and this exercise can only hope to shine a light 
on a fraction of the benefits the projects are delivering. 
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Key points: 

• This is analysis is based on analysis of  like-for-like data, where we’ve monitored the 
same parameter in the same place; 

• Overall we see a modest improvement; in net terms element-level results in English 
rivers are on a slow but gradual rise. This is not yet evidence in our overall ecological 
status statistics because we’ve expanded our evidence base into problem areas 
within catchments, and the one-out all-out rule masks some of the element-level 
improvement.  

• There are three element improvements to highlight 

• Just under 350 river water bodies have improved in status for phosphate; 
this is due largely to phosphate stripping but work to address nutrient run-off 
from agriculture is also playing a part here 

• Approximately 300 water bodies have improved fish status, which is also 
seen by the jump from 42% of all fish results meeting good ecological status 
when first reported in 2009 to 49% when reporting in 2013. It is likely, but 
unconfirmed, that the improvement is due to a combination of improved data 
quality and a reduction in environmental pressures. 

•An independent report published in 2014 by IAN P. VAUGHAN and STEVE J . 
ORMEROD, Cardiff University, concludes that genuine improvements in 
macro-invertebrate populations have been observed since the 1990s, 
particularly in urban environments. 
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Key points 

• This slide compares the long term trends we formerly reported using two of our 
General Quality Assessment (GQA) measures against the latest 2014 results 

• The comparison is not totally scientific as the reporting regime is notably different 
but:  

• This does show that buried beneath the WFD metrics we commonly use we are 
managing to maintain a high quality environment in many locations and for the vast 
majority of parameters. 
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The next two slides are presented to show how each element is doing, broken down 
by status. Note the numbers on top denote the number of water bodies in which the 
element is monitored. 

 

This slide presents the C1 (old building block assessments). It compares the 2013 
reported data (monitoring 2010-12) with 2014 reported data (monitoring largely from 
2011-12). 

 

Key things to note: 

•  While it is not advisable to look from trends with only two data points you can see 
most elements are showing an improvement between reporting years (eye-ball top of 
green sections) 

•  There is a significant increase in the number of monitored water bodies for 
macrophytes in C2 assessment (next slide), and overall the ESI network monitors 
more ecology, in more places. 
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Note: 

Significant change in no. of water bodies monitored for each element. Note that we 
predominantly monitor biology where it is likely to be impacted (risk based 
monitoring).. 
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Note: we did report NBB results for 2013 results but this was based on the results 
gathered approximately half-way through the new monitoring programme that we 
set up in 2012.  
 
Note that our 2014 classification for groundwaters is as follows: 
 
Overall groundwater status: 41% good or better, 59% moderate or worse 
 
Groundwater chemical status: 52% good or better, 48% moderate or worse (or 
‘fail’) 
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Provided for context. 
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