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Reference: 130070
This example explains how St John Bosco School has successfully established a caring, inclusive learning environment where all types of difference are celebrated. The school is proactive in accessing specialist provision to support pupils with disabilities and complex needs through dual placement partnerships with local special schools. As part of the PSHE programme pupils address ways they can ensure everyone, regardless of their background, needs or abilities can be supported to thrive and succeed. 
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‘As a Catholic community we believe that it is essential that all pupils fully understand the principles which underpin our highly positive ethos of respect and consideration for others. We are dedicated to providing an environment in which all pupils can improve their self-esteem, including those whose circumstances may make them vulnerable. We achieve this through a very good grounding in PSHE and basic skills.’
Anne Mackay, Executive Headteacher
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Teaching and learning
A strong feature of lessons in this school is the collaboration between pupils, either as talk partners clarifying ideas, or team players working together to solve problems. Lesson plans are designed to enable pupils to understand and reflect on the needs of others resulting in empathy and a strong sense of right and wrong. This positive classroom ethos, together with a curriculum that provides bespoke support, ensures that pupils with disabilities and complex needs can enjoy school, succeed in their learning and take their place in the school community.

The curriculum and inclusion
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The thematic curriculum is informed by pupil voice and provides first-hand experiences for all, ensuring that barriers to learning are overcome including for those pupils with disabilities and complex needs. These experiences include a wide range of well-planned visits, visitors to the school, dance and drama activities and a varied menu of extra-curricular options which ensure all, regardless of ability are fully included. 

Within the school’s extra-curricular provision, pupils have benefited from working with children with a range of abilities and disabilities, and from other religious, cultural and/or socio-economic backgrounds. As a result of this they recognise, understand and respect difference in its many forms.

Dual placement partnerships ensure that pupils meet and make friends across a wide range of abilities. For example, effective use of one dual placement partnership with a school for children with Autism resulted in one pupil making such good progress that he was able to reintegrate into full-time mainstream education. 
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Pastoral care and inclusion

The school provides outstanding pastoral care characterised by strong and warm relationships between all pupils and adults. Pupils are taught to recognise that each person is special and different; enabling pupils with disabilities and complex needs to thrive in the school’s harmonious environment. All staff contribute to extra-curricular activities and enthusiastically access whole staff and individual professional development to extend their specialist knowledge. Their work is well supported by the Pastoral Support Worker who provides regular support for pupils whose circumstances may make them vulnerable and their families.

Pupils who require extra support benefit from a range of intervention strategies that include opportunities for parents and carers to engage with and support their children’s learning. For example, pupils whose circumstances may make them vulnerable and those with disabilities and complex needs are able to prepare for and participate in curriculum celebration days when pupils showcase their learning. Further opportunities to support pupils’ learning are offered through parent and carer workshops, support groups and through Family Learning programmes which specifically target those in greatest need.
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St John Bosco Roman Catholic Voluntary Aided Primary School is a smaller than average school in Tyne and Wear. Almost all pupils are of White British heritage. The proportion of pupils known to be eligible for free school meals is above average. The proportion with special educational needs and/or disabilities is below average although a higher-than-average number of pupils have a statement of special educational needs. 


Effective integration of pupils with disabilities and complex needs into mainstream school: St John Bosco Roman Catholic Voluntary Aided Primary School








 





 





Brief description





Overview – the school’s message





 





The good practice in detail





 





�Usually, we need to work with pupils in mainstream settings to raise awareness of the need for sensitivity towards difference. However, at St John Bosco School we did not need to do this as it was evident that this was already established through the inclusive ethos that permeates the school!�


Deputy Headteacher, Columbia Grange Special School�








�It’s the most enjoyable experience of school I’ve ever had.�


A parent, in her evaluation of the Family Learning Programme�








The school’s background





 





Are you thinking of putting these ideas into practice; or already doing something similar that could help other providers; or just interested? We'd welcome your views and ideas. Get in touch � HYPERLINK "https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ofstedgoodpractice" �here�.


To view other good practice examples, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/goodpractice" �www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/goodpractice�
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