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St Barnabas Neighbourhood Pre-School makes the most of the local environment to capitalise on children’s interests and develop their learning. Effective risk assessment ensures children’s safety and enables all children, including those with additional needs to access the activities. 
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‘Our key strength is ensuring that each child reaches their full potential, taking into account their physical abilities. We make this happen by gathering in-depth information about each child’s needs. We talk to other professionals, such as occupational therapists so that we can find the appropriate piece of equipment. This could be anything from a specialised mat to a walking frame. We are always looking at ways to find solutions because there is no such word as “can’t”.’
Dawn Clewlow, manager


[image: image4]
[image: image7.jpg]


Early Years and Special Needs Manager, Karen Hornsby from Family Action (which operates the setting) says: ‘This setting offers a broad range of experiences, particularly outdoors. Each visit is risk assessed with the focus on accessibility so that all our children can participate. Real, everyday activities that we may take for granted are not always available to some of our children with additional needs, who may therefore not have the breadth of life experiences.’
Practitioners ensure that every child is able to participate, particularly those who are disabled and those with special educational needs. They teach children life skills through the use of the local environment, such as shopping or going to the library. Dawn feels it is important that the children have these experiences, which many of them may not have outside of pre-school: ‘We aim to enhance their communication and language skills and they come alive when they are out and about’. 
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Children enjoy an excellent range of activities which are prepared in advance to ensure, for example, that less-mobile children are fully involved. A favourite activity is a trip to Bluebell Woods. Practitioners carry out a full risk assessment, for example: Is there wheelchair access? Is the on-site play equipment suitable so all the children can use it? What other equipment is needed? What if it is raining?

The equipment, children and adults are transported in the mini-bus, which is fitted with a hydraulic lift. On arrival, children set to work making dens and staff take the gel-filled mat so that non-mobile children are comfortable to sit on the floor. Children help to peg down the den, give instructions and join in the fun! 
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A particularly good example of effective risk assessment arose after children were observed refining their range of building skills as they made ‘cement’ from sand, compost and water in the toy cement mixer in order to build houses. The building activity captured the children’s imagination and engrossed them for some time. To extend this interest, Dawn and her team took the children to a local building site where they saw first-hand how builders use their tools and join materials in construction. Staff carried out a detailed risk assessment with the site foreman, who then created a safe area for all children to view the building work, including those children using wheelchairs. Children were able to observe closely and talk to the workers, and asked many questions about what they were building. They admired the cement mixer and asked if they could swap because the ‘real’ one was better! Practitioners noted that every child was fascinated, and on return to the setting, they replicated the building activity almost exactly in their play, using many new words learned during the visit. 
Dawn and her team have the following tips for others wishing to copy their ideas: 

· You don’t have to do everything standing up – music and movement can be done sitting down if you adapt the rhymes and songs accordingly.
· Use children’s skills – focus on what they can do, not what they can’t do.
· Don’t be afraid to ask other professionals for help and advice, including parents and carers. 

· Don’t be put off if it doesn’t work first time – sometimes it’s trial and error.
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St Barnabas Neighbourhood Pre-school is run by Family Action and is one of four settings based in Peterborough. The pre-school operates from a converted church, which is part of Gladstone Primary School and the children attending come from the surrounding area. The setting is registered for up to 35 children; a significant number of children are disabled or have special educational needs and many are learning English as an additional language.
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Are you thinking of putting these ideas into practice; or already doing something similar that could help other providers; or just interested? We'd welcome your views and ideas. Get in touch � HYPERLINK "https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ofstedgoodpractice" �here�.


To view other good practice examples, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/goodpractice" �www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/goodpractice�











1
Provider name
Good practice example: Remit 
1

St Barnabas Neighbourhood Pre-School
Good practice example: Early Years


