B2 Bringing it all Together: Ending FGM Through Strong and Effective National Action 
 Where / when: Room 1.13 / afternoon

[image: ]		Eminent speakers from African and European countries will  come together to discuss what they have done to ensure coordinated and comprehensive national action towards ending FGM in their own countries and seek insight from each other’s experiences. They will talk about how they have creatively brought together diverse groups to achieve consensus on what needs to happen to end FGM, highlighting critical steps towards success as well as the challenges.






Introduction: Cathy Russell Ambassador-at-Large for Global Women's Issues, USA

Cathy Russell currently serves as the U.S. Ambassador-at-Large for Global Women’s Issues. Prior to assuming this position in August 2013, she served as Deputy Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to Second Lady Dr. Jill Biden focusing on military families and higher education. During her tenure at the White House, Ambassador Russell coordinated the development of the Administration’s strategy to prevent and respond to gender-based violence globally. She previously served as a Senior Advisor to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on international women’s issues. 












Moderator: Susan Bookbinder 

Susan Bookbinder is a journalist, broadcaster, columnist and media consultant who has written about and campaigned to bring FGM to the national and political agenda in Britain for many years.  She has constantly fought for coverage during her work as a presenter and correspondent at BBC, ITV, Sky News and C4.  Susan is proud to have worked alongside the Royal College of Midwives, Royal College of Nursing, Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists and Metropolitan Police to bring FGM to the nation’s conscience.










	Hon. Dr Linah Jebii Kilimo Chair of the Anti-FGM Board, Kenya
Government of Kenya’s multi-sectoral approach to ending FGM

Dr Linah Kilimo has held a number of Ministerial positions and is the immediate former Chairperson of the Kenya Women Parliamentary Association (KEWOPA).  For many years she has been an avid crusader against FGM and was instrumental in the creation of the Prohibition of Female Genital Mutilation Act 2011.  She has been working with NGO’s across Kenya campaigning for the eradication of FGM and promoting Girl Child education. Kenya has made substantial progress in reducing the prevalence of FGM.  The newly established board aims to coordinate efforts to end FGM and child marriage.  Kenya’s strategy recognises the importance ensuring people understand the law as well as work at the community level, and ensuring a broad group of stakeholders are engaged in ending FGM.


	Dr Alain P Zoubga Minister for Social Action and National Solidarity, Government of Burkina Faso
Joint initiative for Ending FGM/C and Child Marriage: Accelerating Change 

Dr Alain leads the ministry that in charge of the fight against FGM in the country.  Burkina Faso has made impressive progress to reduce FGM in the country. The country takes a multi-sectorial, multidisciplinary approach to ending FGM and has integrated FGM elimination at all levels of government.  This has included Health, Social Welfare, Education, Justice as well as actively engaging a wide range of non-government stakeholders including communities, media, traditional leaders and religious leaders.  All of this is supported at by proactive political commitment at the highest levels of Government.



	Norman Baker MP Minister of State for Crime Prevention, Government of the United Kingdom
Zsanett Shashaty Anti-Slavery Officer for the Welsh Government 
UK’s National Action on ending FGM 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Norman Baker was appointed Minister of State for Crime Prevention in October 2013.  In his position as Crime Prevention Minister at the Home Office, he is the lead minister for the coalition government’s domestic policy on FGM.

The UK passed the Female Genital Mutilation Act in 2003, however legislation alone cannot eliminate the practice. The UK Government’s focus is prevention.  The UK Government recognises that a joined-up approach across front-line agencies is needed to safeguard girls and protect women.   In February 2011, the government launched multi-agency practice guidelines for front-line professionals such as teachers, GPs and nurses. The UK Government recognises the importance of data.  The Home Office has financed the FGM prevalence study that was released on the 21st July and from April this year, the NHS introduced mandatory reporting of FGM/C. Ending of FGM in the UK will require the government continuing to work with civil society organisations in practising communities to abandon the practice themselves.

Wales has been making significant progress in the last two years.  This has been through raising awareness of the practice, support to survivors, developing the knowledge of professionals and support to communities.  Clear policy and strong government leadership, combined with wide collaboration with statutory partners, NGOs, community and faith leaders is challenging attitudes and resulting in innovative actions in Wales.  


	Vitor Almeida Senior Advisor in the Portuguese Commission for Citizenship and Gender Equality (CIG), Government of Portugal
Intersectorial Group on FGM in Portugal

The Inter-Sectorial Group is responsible for the developing and implementing policy measures toward ending FGM.  The Commission for Citizenship and Gender Equality (CIG) assumes a coordinating role for this Group.   

The Group is currently implementing their Third Programme of Action for the elimination of FGM (2014-17) aimed at promoting behavioural and attitudinal changes in practicing communities. The Group includes a diverse range of actors including: health, reproductive and sexual rights, justice, immigration, equality, development cooperation and education.  The Group is composed of public administration bodies, international organisation and NGOs.  It meets every two months and has an impressive record of implementing its activities and has been acclaimed as good practice by the European Institute for Gender Equality in 2013.


	Dr Morissanda Kouyate Executive Director, Inter-African Committee on Traditional Practices (IAC) 
Building a solid and interactive bridge between Africa and the world to accelerate ending FGM and child, early and forced marriage since 1984 

The IAC is an African regional umbrella body that has been working on programmes and actions to stop FGM in the African Region and in the world for the last 30 years. It has 29 African member countries.  The IAC have been at the forefront of supporting resolutions toward banning FGM in the AU and UN.   Valuable lessons have been learnt over these years.  This includes understanding the diversity and complexity of the issues, and therefore the different approaches needed toward ending the practice. 
 
Given the spread of African Diaspora, they have also recognised the importance of working globally. The IAC therefore extends its work to the African Diaspora and has 18 affiliates in 4 other continents. The IAC believes that ending FGM requires a worldwide dynamic and coordinated movement.
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