B4 Can Better Legislation and Successful Prosecutions Help End FGM and Child, Early and Forced Marriage?

[image: ]		Effective legislation and its implementation require the sensitive involvement of many actors, including governments at all levels, traditional and faith leaders, civil society and communities. Join us as we explore the pathways to ending FGM and child, early and marriage through legal reform, promotion of child rights, and the role of prosecutors in order to achieve lasting change for girls and women.


 Where / when: Room 1.06 / afternoon


Chair: Ikenna Azuike is a former lawyer and the founder of What's Up Africa, a provocative, entertaining internet programme about African news, initiatives and people. He a satirical news and pop-culture show about AfricaHeHe is also the founder of Strawberry Earth, a foundation devoted to promoting awareness about sustainability.







	[bookmark: _GoBack]Her Excellency Hooria Mashhour Minister of Human Rights, Government of Yemen
Working Towards Legislative Change for Child Rights

Her Excellency Hooria Mashhour will present on her government’s work towards legislative change for child rights.  Yemen is one of very few countries not to have a law defining the age of marriage.  In January, one of the outcomes of the National Dialogue Conference was an agreement by all political parties to set the age of marriage at 18. A Constitutional Drafting Committee has been established to draft a new constitution which will then be submitted to a popular referendum.   This month, Cabinet started discussion of a draft Child Rights law taking a comprehensive approach to the rights of children: it sets the age of marriage for boys and girls at 18 years, prohibits the practice of FGM, the use or recruitment of child soldiers and child labour. The draft law has been informed by a review of compliance with international standards on the rights of the child.  Objections from conservative parts quickly arose. It was argued that the provisions on the age of marriage and on FGM were counter to Sharia law. President Hadi halted the discussion and called for the establishment of a committee to recommend a way forward. 


	Her Excellency Camara Sanaba Kaba Minister for Social Action and Promotion of Women and Children, Government of Guinea
Implementing legislation against FGM 

In Guinea, 97% of girls and women between 15 and 49 have undergone FGM in Guinea – almost 22% before their fourth birthday, and 60% before they turn 9.  Only 19% of women and girls believe it should be abandoned. Yet FGM has been illegal in Guinea since 1965, and the law was strengthened in 2000.  New and strong commitments from the Government have led to the strengthening of law enforcement to enforce existing laws recently. The first two arrests for violations of these laws have taken place in the last two months. There are many active programmes to end FGM involving communities, religious leaders and journalists to raise awareness among families. Recently a campaign was launched to reduce the amount of girls cut during school vacations: the ‘season of mass excision’.






	Alison Saunders CB Director of Public Prosecutions for England and Wales
Prosecution Strategies for FGM, UK
Alison Saunders has been Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) since November 2013.  The DPP is head of the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS), which is responsible for prosecuting criminal cases investigated by the police in England and Wales. She will outline the CPS’s work since 2012 to address the lack of prosecutions for FGM and improve their ability to achieve successful prosecutions. This has included much closer cooperation and joint working between prosecutors and the police in building strong cases to put before the court. Working with other agencies and charitable organisations with specialist knowledge of the issue has been essential in informing this work, particularly in victim protection and support.  She will also speak about proposals to strengthen the current law on FGM; as well as lessons learned from other countries. 


	Kranti L Chinnappa Executive Director, Human Rights Law Network (HRLN)
Legal initiatives to strengthen the implementation of laws to prevent child marriage, India 

The Human Rights Law Network is a collective of lawyers and social activists who use the legal system to advance human rights in India and the sub-continent. Kranti will discuss HRLN’s use of Public Interest Cases in the Supreme Court of India and various High Courts, on issues affecting children. Unlike western legal systems, Indian jurisprudence allows the use of the law on behalf of a class of people, who may not be able to access the legal system.  Their petition on child marriage filed in the Supreme Court, contributed to the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (PCM Act) in 2006.  As a result of the Supreme Court’s order, all state governments must register marriages and report to the court on the status of child marriages in their respective states.  HRLN has also filed a subsequent Public Interest Litigation in the state of Jharkhand in 2013, which asks the state government to implement the PCM Act, and ties child marriage to reproductive rights violations. 


	Dr Tabinda Sarosh Programme Director, Shirkat Gah
Women’s Empowerment and Social Justice Programme, Pakistan

Dr Tabinda Sarosh is a development practitioner, trainer, researcher, human and women’s rights’ activist with main focus on sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) as a part of the women’s rights movement. She is the Director SRHR for Shirkat Gah and based in Karachi.  Initiated as a small voluntary women’s collective in Pakistan in 1975, Shirkat Gah has evolved into a leading women’s rights organization, whose work addresses the social, political and legal issues around early age marriage.   Tabinda will present on Shirkat Gah’s Women’s Empowerment and Social Justice Programme, including a recent study in Sindh on Adolescent Reproductive Health and Early Age Marriages and the advocacy campaign messages developed on the basis of the findings. The multi-organization campaign in which Shirkat Gah was a lead collaborator led to the passage of the Bill in Sindh that standardized the age of marriage for girls to 18.  
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