A7 From Clinics and Classrooms to Communities: the Role of Health, Education and Social Care Professionals in Creating Change for Girls 
 Where / when: Room 1.14 / morning

[image: ]		Change is underway. Health, education and social care systems and those within them can make it go faster and further. This spotlight will share exciting stories and evidence from around the world: stories of inspiring teachers and committed health workers – and evidence for how health and education systems and services can connect with communities.





Introduction: Edward Timpson MP Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Children & Families in the Department for Education, England. Mr Timpson’s portfolio includes child protection issues and children’s services.








Chair: Jane Ellison MP Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Public Health at the Department of Health. As Public Health Minister, Jane is responsible for Government policy on a wide range of issues, including preventing avoidable mortality, vaccination, health improvement and sexual health.




	Dr Guyo Jaldesa Senior Lecturer, University of Nairobi, and Coordinator of the Africa Coordinating Centre for the Abandonment of FGM
Addressing FGM among the Somali community in Kenya – Population Council, Government of Kenya, Kenya Council of Imams, Ulamaa and UNICEF

Dr Jaldesa is a practicing obstetrician-gynaecologist and a Senior Lecturer at the University of Nairobi.  He has been studying FGM/C since 1995, focusing on population trends and on complications during pregnancy, childbirth, and the postpartum period among Somali populations in Kenya.  His research has contributed to significant changes in policy including the passage of the FGM/C Prohibition Act by Kenya’s Parliament.  He will present lessons today from training health workers in north-eastern Kenya to be agents of change towards the abandonment of FGM.  An important element of this work has been to expose and strengthen understanding of the linkages between FGM and poor maternal health outcomes, and to challenge perceptions that FGM/C is a religious requirement as part of Islam.


	Astrid Fairclough Female Genital Mutilation Prevention – Programme Manager, Department of Health, Government of the United Kingdom
Role of health professionals – UK National Health Service

Astrid has worked within the NHS for nearly 10 years, gradually specialising in leading change projects ensuring the right access to and provision of care for patient groups with specific needs. The Department of Health FGM Prevention Programme is embarking on change across the NHS, recognising good practice and success stories from across the NHS, and bringing these onto the national framework. Astrid will present the work looking at successful safeguarding models, where there is interaction between the NHS, the family and with the community. She will also discuss how data work is being developed to ensure what is known by the NHS locally, regionally and nationally can be shared with community groups, to inform decisions about support and services provided.
 



	Saria Khalifa Youth Programme Lead, FORWARD
Young People Speak Out Against FGM: FGM Schools Programme, UK 

FORWARD (Foundation for Women’s Health Research and Development) is an African Women’s Diaspora support and campaign charity, working in the UK, Europe, and Africa.  FORWARD is dedicated to advancing and safeguarding the sexual and reproductive health and rights of African girls and women – including addressing FGM and child marriage.  Saria leads FORWARD’s Youth Programme and has worked with young people at FORWARD for four years.  She coordinates both national and European youth projects and partnerships which aim to train and develop young people to become active campaigners and youth advocates on the issue of FGM.   Saria will be speaking about FORWARD’s Schools Programme, which has engaged over 3,000 students in over 170 sessions in 30 schools across London.


	Dr Ravi Verma Regional Director, ICRW Asia Regional Office
Gender Equality Movement in Schools, India 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ravi leads ICRW’s local and regional efforts to conduct research, provide technical support, build capacity and partake in policy dialogue on women’s empowerment, prevention of violence, and promotion of gender equality.  He will present lessons from the Gender Equity Movement in Schools (GEMS) programme.   The programme includes a curriculum to engage young girls and boys, age 12-14 years, to discuss and critically reflect on the issues related to inequitable gender norms and violence.  This is layered with the existing school curriculum and also uses extracurricular activities, role-playing and games.  GEMS has demonstrated results in Mumbai of lasting attitudinal change to support equitable norms.  The programme has since been adapted and implemented in other areas of India, Bangladesh, and Vietnam.


	Sonia Aziz Malik Senior Lecturer, Regional Institute of Gender, Diversity, Peace and Rights, Ahfad University for Women
Education, community empowerment, advocacy and research for combatting FGM in Sudan

Ms Sonia Aziz Malik is a gender specialist, women’s rights activist, advocate and Commissioner of Oaths.  Her work includes published papers on the legal status of FGM and on laws on violence against women and challenges of implementation.  Ahfad University for Women (AUW) has been working against FGM for 35 years, beginning with a partnership with the Association of Obstetricians in Sudan.  Sonia will discuss lessons and results from AUW’s long history of work against FGM – including work to mainstream FGM/C in course curricula, research, and the important civic engagement role for university teaching staff and students working with the wider community.
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