A2 It’s Everyone’s Business: Strong, Comprehensive National Response to Child, Early and Forced Marriage
 Where / when: Room 1.13 / morning

[image: ]		Tackling the causes and consequences of child, early and forced marriage requires a well-coordinated multi-sectorial response and efforts by a range of partners including government, civil society, UN agencies and the private sector. This spotlight will be run as a high-level panel discussion followed by a question and answer session. The spotlight will provide the opportunity to learn from a number of countries on their experiences of joined-up approaches to tackle child, early and forced marriage at scale - including the main challenges they faced and effective actions that helped bring success.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction: Rob Swartbol Director-General for International Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,  Government of Netherlands
Mr. Swartbol is the Director-General for International cooperation at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands. Previous positions held by Mr. Swartbol include, amongst others, the position of Deputy Director-General for International Cooperation and that of Director of the United Nations and International Financial Institutions Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands. Additionally, he has been Ambassador to the Royal Netherlands Embassy in Bratislava as well as the Foreign Policy and Defense Advisor to the Dutch Prime Minister. Mr. Swartbol received his Master degree in Political Science from the Erasmus University in Rotterdam. 












Moderator: Rajesh Mirchandani World Affairs Correspondent/Anchor at BBC News

Rajesh is a multimedia journalist with more than 20 years’ international experience with the BBC. Currently, as News Anchor and World Affairs Correspondent, he provides content and context on international issues across BBC platforms, and presents live news on the BBC’s global networks World News and the World Service, as well as the UK News Channel. He has covered some of the biggest stories of recent times, including the Philippines typhoon, the Haiti earthquake and two US Presidential elections. 











	Patricia Bah National Coordinator for the Teenage Pregnancy Secretariat, Government of Sierra Leone
National Strategy for the Reduction of Teenage Pregnancy

Patricia Bah will be speaking about the National Strategy to End Teenage Pregnancies, which is closely associated with early marriage and harmful social norms to impacting on the rights of girls. In 2013 H.E. the President of Sierra Leone, launched this strategy which provides a roadmap to change the lives of girls and boys in Sierra Leone. It highlights the specific actions that are required in all sectors including health, education, protection, gender, justice, and many others. Patricia Bah will set out the main pillars of the strategy both at a policy level and the different sector responses and the various multi-sectoral co-ordinating mechanism that were required at different levels for effective implementation.

	Hon. Minister Zenebu Tadesse Woldetsadik Minister of Women, Children and Youth Affairs, Government of Ethiopia
Comprehensive Planning to Address Harmful Traditional Practices 

Hon. Woldetsadik has been in charge of the Ministry of Women, Children and Youth Affairs since 2010. She was previously Ministry of Labour & Social Affairs from 2005-2010. She has also significant experience of working at state level in Amhara state, on a variety of sectors including women’s affairs, labour and agriculture. The Minister will present on national strategies and laws to tackle harmful traditional practices, their support for public awareness and community engagement and importance of effective partnerships to end child, early and forced marriage and FGM.




	Raj Kumar Mahato Chairperson, BHORE
Multi-sectoral Togetherness Towards a Social and Economic Change: a campaign for child marriage and dowry system eradication, Nepal 

Raj Kumar Mahota is a public health professional with expertise with over 12 years’ experience in health & nutrition programmes. He is currently Programme Manager – Health & Nutrition, Nepal Country Program Save the Children International. In addition Raj Kumar started social volunteering through BHORE, a campaign based and research focused philanthropic organization. He is also founder and current chairperson of BHORE. 

Raj Kumar will be speaking about facilitating a national campaign for child marriage and eradication of Dowry in Nepal. He will present on the importance of mobilising adolescents and youths for sustainable change. He will also speak to the importance of Child Marriage Eradication Committees to ensure sustainable responses to end the practice of child marriage.


	Laura Laski Chief of Sexual and Reproductive Health, UNFPA
Multi-sectorial working for girl-centered programming, Global

Laura Laski, MD, MPH is currently Chief of the Sexual and Reproductive Health Branch in Technical Division at UNFPA in New York, and the Team Leader of the Adolescent and Youth Cluster Strategy. Laura worked for many years in evaluation and research of adolescent sexual and reproductive health programmes at the University of California in San Francisco and as an OB/GYN in her native country, Argentina, where she provided services to low income women in the metropolitan area of Buenos Aires.

Laura will be speaking from a global perspective on the importance of multi-sectoral responses and girl-centred programming, including building girls’ health, social, and economic assets drawing on lessons from Niger and India. Laura will also speak to the importance of more co-ordinated approaches to support national governments through comprehensive programmatic frameworks. 
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