A1 All Aboard: Strategies to Engage Girls, Boys, Men, Women and Whole Communities for Change
 Where / when: Plenary / morning

[image: ]		We recognise the importance and power of community members and the structures to drive social change for girls – including the importance of engaging men and boys. This spotlight will explore a range of different strategies for working with whole communities to promote abandonment of FGM and child, early and forced marriage.  We will learn more about the role of championing from within, bringing men and boys into the picture, the power of working through pre-existing structures to promote conversation and commitment to change and exploring the role of the disparate communities in the form of diaspora groups. 





Introduction: Ziauddin Yousafzai Honorary Chairman, The Malala Fund

Ziauddin Yousafzai is an activist and teacher who resisted the Taliban’s efforts to close down a school he himself had established to allow girls (as well as boys) to study. He is currently the Honorary Chairman of the Malala Fund, United Nations Special Advisor on Global Education and educational attaché to the Pakistani Consulate in Birmingham, UK.  As a man who inspired and supported his own daughter, Malala, to speak out for the girl child’s right to education, who better than to Ziauddin to open this session exploring how to engage entire communities to abandon FGM and early and forced marriage?













Moderator: Eric Levine Interim CEO, Stars Foundation




	[bookmark: _GoBack]Agnes Pareyio Founder of the Tasaru Ntomonok Initiative
#SofiasGeneration: Protecting the Maasai Girl Child, Kenya
Agnes Pareyio is a local activist championing the rights of girls to be free from FGM and early marriage, and to receive an education. Her community, the Maasai, is a male-dominated one within which girls are seen as a source of income, their bride wealth being higher if they are cut. Her own experience of being forced to undergo FGM against her will set Agnes on a journey that included the establishment of TNI.    TNI applies a multiple strategy campaign to end FGM among the Maasai, including 1) community mobilisation and education, 2) the provision of safe houses and associated reconciliation services for girls fleeing FGM and early marriage, 3) providing an alternative rite of passage which enables Maasai girls to enter womanhood without being cut, and 4) promoting girls’ education. TNI’s work is showcased in an Equality Now publication entitled Protecting Girls from Undergoing FGM in Kenya and Tanzania available at: http://www.equalitynow.org/resources.


	Nasheima Sheikh Assistant CEO, Birmingham & Solihull Women’s Aid
Special FGM Initiative, UK
For over 35years, Birmingham and Solihull Women’s Aid has been supporting women and children affected by domestic violence, rape and sexual assault, building upon their right to live free from violence, abuse and fear.  They have been working in the area of FGM/C among diaspora groups in the UK since April 2010. Nasheima Sheikh is BSWA’s Assistant Chief Executive and will briefly share with the floor, her experiences of working with community members to drive change from within before bringing some voices to life with a short clip from a film developed by a group of young women passionate about advocating against FGM/C. The film and additional coverage from the British TV channel ITV is available in full at: http://www.fixers.org.uk/news/9787-11208/fgm-story-on-itv.php.





	Sana Uqba Campaigns and Publicity Manager, Middle East and North Africa Regional Consulting (MENARC)
LilYemen, Yemen and Yemeni diaspora, UK
One in ten Yemani girls will be married before they turn 15years; one in five will undergo FGM. MENARC are the leading partner behind the LilYemen Campaign which seeks to tackle both these issues in Yemen. LilYemen works with women and girls, men and boys to comprehensively tackle gender-based discrimination and children’s rights.  The campaign engages both the diaspora as well as Yemenis in country to raise awareness to these issues, encouraging communities to pledge to ending FGM and early marriage – to sign an Al-Waad Register and wear a specifically designed bracelet to publically demonstrate their support. Sana Uqba from MENARC will share with you some of the lessons LilYemen have learned so far with a particular focus on the importance of public pledges and the involvement of men and boys in ‘female’ issues.  Their website www.lilyemen.com will soon be live but in the meantime you can find them on Facebook and Twitter. 


	Sabitra Dhakal Project Manager, CARE International
Tipping Point, Nepal
In Southern Nepal, it is not just girls who are forced to marry young but boys too. Both boys and girls marry between the ages of 5 and 7 years, and girls move to live with the boy and his family in their early teens.   Sabitra Dhakal is the Nepal Project Manager of Tipping Point, a multi-country project led by CARE-USA which is working to address the root causes of child marriage through the challenging of social norms.  She will use her opportunity to speak to highlight the importance of working not only with women and girls, but with men and boys also if we are to break down cultural norms around early marriage in Nepal. While the project has only been operating since August 2013 there are clear indications that its activities are already having an effect. For further information on the Tipping Point Initiative please go to: http://www.care.org/our-work/womens-empowerment/child-marriage/tipping-point.


	Rugiatu Neneh Turay Founder of the Amazonian Initiative Movement (AIM)
Changing the Attitude on Tradition, Sierra Leone

Rugiatu Turay is a local activist in Sierra Leone championing the rights of girls to be free from FGM and early and forced marriage. She herself was forced to undergo FGM when she was 12years old. She was blindfolded, stripped, and laid on the ground. Women sat on her arms, chest, and legs so she could not move. A rag was stuffed in her mouth, and her clitoris was cut off with a crude knife. In 1997, she fled civil war in Sierra Leone.  In a refugee camp in Guinea she met and bonded with other women opposed to FGM.  Together they established AIM with the goal of preventing abuse and violence against young girls that occurs in the name of culture. She has been leading AIM’s efforts in Sierra Leone since 2003 where their community-based action has so far resulted in over 400 cutters in 111 villages to put down their knives.  For further information about AIM, go to www.aim-sierra-leone.de.
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