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Freedom of Information Request 

You ask for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):

I am a student undertaking a research project/dissertation on prosecutions for parents under the Education Act sections 444(1) and 444(1)(A).

For the last 3 academic years I would like to know the total of prosecutions under each section.  And for the higher sections, how many custodial sentences were imposed and length if possible.
Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department holds the information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to provide this to you. 

The attached table provides the number of defendants proceeded against at magistrates' court, offenders sentenced at all courts, and offenders sentenced to immediate custody at all courts, with average custodial sentence length (in months), for offences under S.444(1) and S.444(1A) Education Act 1996 (as amended by Criminal Justice and Court Services Act 2000), in England and Wales, for the academic years 2009/10, 2010/11 and 2011/12 (latest available). 
Please note that “academic year" here has been presented as the rolling 12 month period from 1 October to 30 September.

