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Boatmasters’ Licence Regulations:  
General Exemption 
 
Notice to all masters and owners of vessels operating commercially on inland 
waterways and in limited coastal areas. 
 
This notice should be read in conjunction with MSN 1808 (M) and replaces MIN 434 (M).  This 
notice expires on 28 March 2018. 
      
 

 
Summary 

Vessels in the circumstances given are exempt from the Boatmasters’ Licence Regulations. 
 
This General Exemption makes minor amendments to and replaces the General Exemption 
dated 7 June 2012. 
 
The BWSF Ski Boat Driver Level 2 and 3 certificates are accepted within the limitations of the 
award as an alternative qualification for commercial vessels less than 24m carrying no more 
than 12 passengers which do not go to sea. 
 
‘British Waterways’ is now known as ‘The Canal & River Trust’, this MIN serves to amend 
references within BML Regulations. 

 
 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 The General Exemption, annexed, is issued in exercise of the powers conferred upon the 

Secretary of State by Section 48 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1995, from the 
requirements of Regulation 8 of the Merchant Shipping (Inland Waterway and Limited 
Coastal Operations) (Boatmasters’ Qualifications and Hours of Work) Regulations 2006, 
‘the Regulations’, which require masters of vessels on inland waterways to be qualified in 
accordance with the Regulations.  

 
1.2 This General Exemption makes a minor amendment to and replaces the General 

Exemption dated 7 June 2012. 
 
1.3 The British Water Ski Federation (BWSF) Ski Boat Driver Level 2 and 3 certificates have 

been incorporated into the list of accepted alternative qualifications for masters of 
commercial vessels less than 24m carrying no more than 12 passengers which do not go 
to sea, under the following conditions of use: 
• on powerboats of not more than 375 kilowatt engine power and not more than 8.5m in 

length;  
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• in inland waterways or in sheltered waters within one mile from the coast; and 
• the towing of water skiers only 

 
1.4 ‘British Waterways’ have recently undergone a name change and are now known as ‘The 

Canal & River Trust’.   
 
1.5 The BML Regulations SI 2006/3223 refer to British Waterways Boatmanship Licence (older 

licences were called British Waterways Boatman Certificates) as acceptable alternative 
licences for small commercial vessels.  This licence is now known as The Canal & River 
Trust Boatmanship Licence and is listed under accepted qualifications on the general 
exemption. 

 
1.6 The licensing authority for ‘Low Risk Roving Traders’ has also been amended accordingly 

on the general exemption. 
 
1.7 If you need advice about whether your vessel is covered by the General Exemption please 

contact your local Marine Office. Marine Office contact details are available on our website 
www.dft.gov.uk/mca 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More Information 
 
Seafarer Training and Certification 
Maritime and Coastguard Agency, 
Bay 1/21 
Spring Place, 
105 Commercial Road, 
Southampton, 
SO15 1EG. 
 
Tel :   +44 (0) 23 8032 9231. 
Fax :    +44 (0) 23 8032 9252. 
e-mail:   exams.section@mcga.gov.uk. 
 
General Inquiries: infoline@mcga.gov.uk . 
 
MCA Website Address:  www.dft.gov.uk/mca . 
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Safer Lives, Safer Ships, Cleaner Seas. 
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