
Case study - Incident: radioactive polonium contamination arising from the circumstances surrounding the death of 
Alexander Litvinenko, Westminster City Council, November 2006 - photographs and illustrations1 
 
 
Alexander Litvinenko (1963-2006) 

 

                                                 
1
 All figures and photographs provided by Westminster City Council, unless referenced otherwise  



Map of Westminster showing the 9 most contaminated venues 

 



 

Westminster’s early tracking matrix 
 

 



Westminster’s later (slightly more sophisticated) tracking matrix 

 



Bath pre-decontamination           

  
Photograph provided by Government Decontamination Service (GDS)  
(Nb. photo quality due to photo being taken from inside a plastic bag)



Bath post-decontamination 
 

 
Photograph provided by Government Decontamination Service (GDS) 
 

The photographs of the bathroom 
illustrate the need to reduce the 
amount of radioactive waste going 
into radioactive waste streams. 
The enamel contaminated with 
Polonium 210 was removed for 
disposal via a radioactive waste 
route, with everything else going 
into normal waste routes. This 
approach makes transportation 
easier and reduces costs. 



Items packaged for disposal  

 
Photograph provided by Government Decontamination Service (GDS) 

Furniture wrapped in black plastic 
as safe packaging to enable 
transportation and safe disposal 
to landfill registered for radioactive 
materials. Alpha particles from 
Polonium 210 are stopped by the 
packaging.  



Man in Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) in room during decontamination  
 

 
Photograph provided by Government Decontamination Service (GDS) 
(Nb. photo quality due to photo being taken from inside a plastic bag)

Highlights need to work in PPE, 
need for sampling and monitoring 
pre- and post-decontamination 
and need for health and safety 
risk assessments. 



Sign outside ITSU restaurant on Piccadilly 

 


