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The British High Commission in Pretoria invites interested organisations to submit bids to their Prosperity Fund.
Our Prosperity Fund focuses on three broad areas: an Open Global Economy; Climate Change; and resource security with the underlying objective of promoting sustainable global growth. 
We welcome bids in any one of these thematic areas, projects should begin from May 2013 and must be completed by end May 2014.  We will have limited funds for projects that extend into 2014/15 and therefore can fund a small number of projects that extend up to February 2015, although the amount allocated per financial year is fixed.
The deadline for submitting bids is Friday 26 April 2013 by 17:00.

Notes for Editors:

An open global economy is the most effective way to support development and increased prosperity.  We want to encourage openness to trade and investment, strengthen the multilateral trading system and support the rules-based international economic system.  We want transparent and stable regulatory regimes and economic policies that underpin sustainable global growth.  We want to discourage protectionism, bribery and corruption. 
If we are to avoid dangerous climate change, which will undermine the conditions necessary for sustainable global economic growth, we urgently need to transform the global economy to a low carbon one. The fund aims to create the conditions necessary to raise ambition on emissions mitigation and the shift in investment to low carbon, particularly in the context of getting binding deals in the UNFCC process in 2015. The fund should not duplicate the International Climate Fund but it can still play a valuable role in financing small projects that would complement or help steer larger ICF interventions.
Low carbon policies also enhance energy security which has up to now been the main focus of our work on ensuring access to resources.  We will continue to seek deeper engagement with energy producers and the conditions for investment in transitional oil and gas, transparent and stable markets, improved reliability of supplies, more alternative energy sources and more efficient consumption of energy.   We also want to reduce the severity or likelihood of the worst consequences of climate change on natural resource security (the nexus of food, water, land and energy security). We seek to encourage a greater understanding and commitment to improved governance, management and access to natural and material resources.  At the same time we must also address the concerns of countries that remain sceptical towards effective climate-friendly transformation.
We welcome bids in any one of these thematic areas. Please write a one page cover note, explaining the goals of your proposed project and then complete the bidding form in the demarcated sections.
• Prosperity Fund Bidding Document (Doc, 236.0KB, Opens in new window) 

Bids will be assessed against the following criteria;

• Value for money: proposals must be supported by a realistic activity based budget, set out with as much detail as possible. Budgets should be broken down so that it is clear how estimates were calculated. This is a central requirement in evaluating the project proposal and insufficient budget detail is one of the top reasons why projects are rejected;
• Evidence of local demand/need: we are particularly interested in funding new or innovative work, which, if successful, could be expanded into a wider project benefiting other funds or be self-sustaining. If relevant, you should set out how the proposal adds value to previous work undertaken;

• Project viability, including capacity of implementing organisation(s): projects should be realistic in the results they aim to achieve and how these will contribute to the long-term achievement of the targets;

• Project design, including clear, achievable impact: projects must deliver outputs and outcomes relevant to this programme’s targets. It is vital that projects clearly demonstrate how they will address the target areas and deliver impact;

• Sustainability: to increase the long-term sustainability of projects and their impact, we want to maximise opportunities to support local civil society. This might mean working through a national non-governmental organisation (NGO) to deliver a project, or using an international NGO to support the work of a network of local NGOs. When working with international partners, the focus should be on building skills of local partners to continue the work;
• Risk and stakeholder management: risks should be identified and a risk management plan put in place. Proposals should demonstrate how they would engage host governments and main stakeholders. Projects that can stimulate host government support or engagement are more likely to succeed. However, we will continue to support work that challenges host country views, and we do not believe that change is impossible without host government support;

Projects should begin from March 2013 and must be completed by end March 2014.  We will have limited funds for projects that extend into 2014/15 and therefore can fund a small number of projects that extend up to February 2015, although the amount allocated per financial year is fixed.
The amount allocated to each financial year will be fixed and unspent funds from one year cannot be transferred to the next. At least 70% of funds will be allocated to projects that are completed in 2013/14 and these projects will have a higher chance of being funded.

Please submit completed bidding forms with project proposals that fall into one of the thematic areas mentioned above to info.projects@fco.gov.uk.  Incomplete bidding forms and bids which do not meet the above mentioned criteria will be rejected. 
The deadline for submitting bids is Friday 26 April 2013 by 17:00.

The following documents must accompany the bidding form:

-
Proof of company registration.

-
Tax and VAT clearance certificates from SARS.

-
Copy of organisations constitution.

-
Most recent audited financial statements.

-
3 contactable donor references.
Contact:
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