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Mobility

*** ***  , ***
My views and concerns on the PIP “20 metre criteria”.

The criteria take little concern of the practical aspects of keeping/using the limited mobility that many disabled people have.

Many disabled people CAN walk 50 metres - with stick(s) – as they HAVE TO GET THIS FAR TO ACCESS SHOPS/FACILITIES - but it takes great effort and determination – and they will suffer from the task.

To change the criteria to “only capable of 20 metres” will mean that many who manage to stay mobile by means of DLA/PIP will not be able to do so.

The only recent “change” that is realistic is the inclusion of:-  – How long does it take to walk the 20 metres? 

Can the 20 metres be repeated?

However, on the basis of my experience with ESA, it s unlikely that ATOS will take any notice of this question.

As a “Real” example.

A “normal” person walks at 1.4 metres/second (Wikipedia); therefore 20 metres should take 14.28 seconds.

To “walk” this distance – because I have to “rebalance” after each step – takes me 52 seconds.

This is clearly more than twice a “normal” person, but I CAN walk the 20 metres.

BUT if the “can you walk 20 metres” is the only question asked, many disabled people would be awarded “lower rate “ PIP.

Yet,  with Higher   Rate PIP  - and hence access to the Mobility Car Scheme , they can remain mobile and contribute to society.

The Costs of Disability.

As a real example – I had a car through Motability  and choose to have a driving assessment. Having copied the results to the DVLA I was told by the DVLA  to add push/pull hand controls to it within weeks.

As it was more than half way through the lease,  Motabilty  would not fund it.

The cost of this adaptation  was  £750.

I had to source this amount  , or loose my route to mobility.

If the “20 metre” rule is applied, I would loose access to the Motability  scheme.

So even if I could find a car, I would yet again be faced with a bill of £750 to fit a push/pull control.

Please can I ask you “vote” against this proposed “rule”

Regards , *** *** ***
Yours sincerely,
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