Thank you for contacting me about this consultation.

 

Under the regulations, the only people who qualify on grounds of physical impairment for the enhanced  rate of PIP are those who can stand and move less than 20 metres. This is mainly those who use a wheelchair most of the time. Twenty metres is a shorter distance than many disabled people need  to walk to get to their car for example and certainly too short for people to reach public transport or manage interchanges.  We are concerned that many people with ME along with those with other neurological conditions such as MS who currently receive the higher rate of mobility allowance will now  lose out on this  enhanced rate. This means that people will no longer qualify for Motability payments for specially adapted cars or powered wheelchairs.  

 

We welcome the inclusion of the requirement that the claimant be able to complete the activity “safely, to an acceptable standard, repeatedly and in a reasonable time period”, as provided for by the PIP Amendment Regulations but are still concerned that 20 metres is too limited a distance. Some people with ME may be able to walk this distance on a good day but on a bad day may need to use a wheelchair to complete it. We do not have confidence in the assessment process which would determine this. 

 

 In the notes to the second draft criteria, dated November 2011, DWP states on page 61:
“50 metres is considered to be the distance that an individual is required to be able to walk in order to achieve a basic level of independence...”

We are concerned that many people with ME will no longer be able to get to medical appointments, to the shops or to our own support meetings. Without it we will be even more dependent on family members and health and social care services. A 2010 survey of our members found that over half feel isolated because of their condition.

 

*** *** *** ME Group support *** members with ME and my contribution as *** of the Group would be  severely limited if I could no longer travel to meetings, visit members  etc. using my powered wheelchair. Without it I am housebound and I have always understood that the higher rate DLA mobility payments I currently receive are to help pay for the cost of purchase, and maintenance of the powered chair thus enabling me to live an independent life and contribute to society.

 

There has been no rigorous assessment of the effects on disabled people’s lives if they lose their independent mobility under PIP, and no assessment of the impact of PIP in combination with other welfare reforms. Whilst the reforms affect all aspects of disabled people’s lives, tightening the eligibility criteria for enhanced mobility PIP has a significant impact on its own, due to the importance of mobility to disabled people’s independence.

 

We therefore conclude that the implementation of a clear 50 metre benchmark distance to determine eligibility for the enhanced mobility component of PIP would go some way towards mitigating the isolation experienced by our members and support disabled people’s continued participation in society.

 

best wishes,
*** ***
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