In relation to the consultation about the mobility component of PiP, we would like to make the following points:

1. The change in the assessment criteria from being able to walk 50metres to being able to walk 20metres in a safe and reliable way will mean that possibly thousands of disabled people will lose their ability to live independently in the community  through the loss of the enhanced rate of the mobility component of PiP. This applies whether or not people use their current DLA mobility component for a car through the motability scheme or use it in other ways, for example paying for taxi journeys. Peoples lives will be diminished as they will be isolated from family, friends and their community in addition to being unable to carry out daily living such as shopping, health appointments and paid employment.

2. Since the mid 1990s when DLA was awarded to disabled people, society has seen a huge increase in the numbers of disabled people visible in our society - partly because of then independence that we have gained through DLA. If this money is taken away, we will go back into our homes, hospitals and institutions, not to be seen. There is a cost to the country of having disabled people hidden away and dependent on others which will far outweigh the cost of paying disabled people this benefit directly.

3.  50 meters is a commonly accepted threshold for measuring significant mobility impairment (e.g. in Part M of the building regulations) so to take a harsher measure of mobility impairment does not seem to make any sense or show any compassion for disabled people. We would argue that even 50 meters is arbitrary distance - the true measure should be whether the disabled person can reach accessible public transport independently, safely and reliably and in a timely manner. This is what non-disabled people take for granted, if they do not have or want to use their car, they walk to the bus stop or the station without requiring assistance from others, whether the bus stop is 20 metres, 50 metres, 100 meters or 1 kilometer away. If the government supports the social model of disability, then the measure of whether a disabled person can reach accessible public transport  independently, safely and reliably and in a timely manner should be used - because this is what will put a disabled person on a level playing field with a non-disabled person.

We urge the government to rethink its unfair stance on this policy change.
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