I am writing to voice my strong objections to this govt's decision to reduce the mobility criteria for high mobility awards from 50 to 20 yards. 

I have already lost my nursing career and after *** years of being stuck at home I have finally managed to get a very part time job as a library assistant on not much above the minimum wage. Itmhas been very difficult to find a job I can manage at all. I am only doing so because I have 5 days a week to rest in bed or at home and because I have a motability car paid for by my DLA to get there and back. I am doing my very best to be a contributing member of society, but this govt seems determined to make me feel like a complete social pariah. I love being at work and meeting people again but it is very hard for me to manage as I have to pace myself very carefully, something I am not good at as I tend to do far too much and end up in bed for several days.

I have absolutely no faith in Atos after having to go to ESA tribunal twice and getting 7 points turned into 21 then 0  into 18. I am certain that the interpretation made by their 'professionals' will take away my independence and ability to work as, without a car I will not be able to get there without buying one myself (there are absolutely no buses in the rural area where I live). As a result I will purely work to fund a car to get to work, pay for fortnightly acupuncture treatments (without which I feel that I would still be practically housebound as I was for 4 years prior to trying it), and my NHS pre paid prescription card. Being unwell does not come cheap! There will seem little point in wearing myself out so much by going to work to achieve so little. (I am not entitled to any other benefits as my husband works).

I have ME which has so far proven to be a condition that Atos find very difficult to understand, along with other fluctuating conditions. I am very concerned that my activity on one day will not be weighed against the impact it then has for the following days trying to recover before doing it again. I am sceptical about how they will assess me if the distance is left at 50 metres, a 20 metre limit is, in my opinion just cruel. Can these minister not understand how limiting it is to have problems walking 50 metres reasonably and repeatedly? 20 metres hardly gets me off my premises.

I currently have my DLA reviewed every 3 years and have no issue with that at all. I would gladly give up my car if I could regain my health, career, income, status and my old way of life!

I feel strongly that this govt is constantly undermining the sick and disabled as we are easy targets, when their own statistics show a 0.5% fraud rate on DLA.

Children are not allowed to live in poverty because they have idle parents who have no intention of working, yet those of us unable to lead a normal life can be made even more isolated and demoralised.

I note that the govt states that PIP  has to be affordable? To me, this suggests that their only aim is cost cutting, the best interests and the mental and physical well being of those dependant on this money, and already having an incredibly tough time appears to be irrelevant.

PLEASE reverse this decision and leave the criteria at 50 metres. Maybe some members of the cabinet might like to try walking just 50 metres and then having to stay put for a considerable time, possibly the rest of the day to recover. I wonder how they would feel after doing this not for a day, or a week, but for years, possibly the rest of their lives. 
They may then realise how disabled that restriction means you actually are and then, additionally, contemplate life without transport as, unable to work, how else can one afford it?

Regards,

*** ***
*** *** **** ***.

(I did not gain these qualifications to stay at home staring at my four walls, I intended to have a career with decent pay and a decent pension at the end. All of this is gone. ESA was removed because I claimed it on a contributory basis - I was attempting to return to work during the time I was allowed to claim it - and now my DLA will also go. I can assure you this was not my plan for how my life would be after the children left home). I always thought I was paying in to help those who needed support and that if the worst happened I would be entitled to it as well, it appears not. It is not a good feeling to be written off.
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