Dear Department of Work and Pensions
 

Many thousands of people with Parkinson’s rely on high rate mobility payments for getting around as their mobility gets worse.
If the Government restricts enhanced PIP mobility payments to only those who can walk 20 metres and no further, it is clear that many people with Parkinson’s will lose out. 
By the Department’s own admission 50 metres is considered to be the distance that an individual is required to be able to walk to achieve a basic level of independence, such as the ability to get from a car park to a supermarket.
The Government should be helping people with Parkinson’s maintain their independence rather than confining them to their homes.
I would like the Department to introduce fairer criteria that enables someone with difficulties walking up to 50 metres to get the enhanced rate of mobility PIP. Until you have experienced this debilitating disease, like I have been watching happen to my husband, you have no conception of the distress that is a result of the legs stopping working without warning. The constant falls and wobbly gait which is a feature of PD and the instability that results is incredibly distressing and not understood by the general public..  
 

Until he received help via the DLA... we were cocooned and imprisoned at home. We have now been able to buy a mobility scooter that takes apart to fit in our car ( and I cannot thank you enough for making the DLA payments that allowed us to save up to purchase this)  - we also then qualified for a blue badge, and although my husband still wobbles and falls a great deal and is unstable on his feet... we now have the opportunity to go shopping or visit the family with the scooter... or even just scooter along the pavements where we live. There are some days when he cannot stand at all.. sometimes it is a few hours....other times he starts a day well and then constantly falls and wobbles. We are constantly left wondering when it will happen next. We have also , (thanks to the mobility allowance) been able to get an estate car that is able to take the mobility scooter in the back.
 

I am now saving again for a stair lift, as he keeps stumbling down the stairs. So please the DLA mobility allowance allows my husband with PD some independence to live a little more normally and with some dignity.
 

 Have you ever fallen over in public? Have your legs not worked when you have been out in public?  It is incredibly embarrassing... many people think you are drunk... when in fact you have Parkinson's Disease!!!!!
 

Thank you for reading this.
 

Best wishes
*** ***
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