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7celand recognized the independence of Estonia, Latvia and

Lithuania in 1322. 1t has never recognized the annexation of the
galtic States into the Soviet Union.

The lcelandic Government decided on 23 January 1931 %o initiate
ralks with the Government of Lithuania concerning the possibility
«? strengthening their diplomatic relations., This decision was

supported by the Althing in 3 resolution adopted on 11 February .,

1991, The resolution confirms that the recognition by the
covernment of Iceland in 1922 of the independence of the Republic
of Lithuania {s fully valid. It furthermore called upon the
Government to formally establish diplomatic relations with
r.ithuania as soon a3 pessible.

rellowing the declaration of the Suprame Councils of Estonia and
ragvia on the re-establishment of statehood the Government of
sceland on 22 August 1991 confirmed its recognition of the two
States and announced its readiness to establish formal diplomatic
relations. tn a letter to President Vvytautas Landsbergis of
v ithuania of 22 August 1981 tha Government of Iceland invited the
Foreign Minister of tithuania to join the Foreign Ministers of
Estonia and Latvia at a meeting in Reykjavik for the purpese of
gigning formal declarations on the establishment of dipiematic
relations. )

-re Government of 7celand has since 1989 raised the question of
the Baltic States in international foza. 8ince the independence
movements in the Baltic States gained momentum in the spring of
1990 Iceland has actively supported their quest for international
recognition. The Government of Iceland has thus raised the
matter at the Confersnce on Security and Co-operation in Europe,
tre General Assembly of the United Nations, tne Council of Europe
and within NATO, as well as in bilateral contacts with many
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European countries.

The Goveonment of lceland has carefully studied the validity,
under international law, of its position on the international
status of the paltic States. In this connection regard must be
had to Icelapd's recognition of these States in 1922, the
establishment of legitimate constitutional authorities in the
Baltic States and the clear demonstration of the will of the
gajtic people. That these States continue to be restrained in
_ their independence at the present time is a fact which cannot be
denied, but this situation can be changed through negotiations
‘with the relevant Scviet authorities. However, the circumstances
which have led to that restriction dictate that they cannot be
determinative of its international status.

The guestion has been raised whether the actions contemplated by
the Government of Iceland can be seen as interference in the
internal affairs of the Soviet Union. 1celand holds the view
that it cannot be debarred from treating the Baltic States as
suniects of {nternational law. Original recognition of thé
ga.tic States IS regarded as still valid; the premises under
which they were incorporated into the Soviet Union in 1340 canﬁot
pe accepted as altering that fact.

teeiand remains willing o exercisea its good offices to work
vawards friendly and constructive relations between all parties
corsernad taking into account the recent developments and on the

rasis of the ¢hanged circumstances.
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The Baltic States” quest for independence

jceland's policy and ‘actons

Iceland recognized the independence of Estonia, Larvia and Lithuania in 1922.
The Icelandsc Government has not recognized the annexation of the Balti¢

States into the Soviet Union.

On March 12, 1990, the Aludng adopied & rosolutan congramlating the,

Lthuandan people wi their doclararion nf indPpenasnce.

Iceland nas supported the Baltic States' request for observer status at the Nordic

Council. N

On March 23, 1991, the Foreign Minister of Iceland sent Mr. Shevardnadze, the
Soviet Foreign Minister, a letter in which he urged the Soviet Union 1o initiate
ralks with the democratically elected representatives of Lithuania withour prior

conditions.

At a special Fcrezg'n Minjsters’ meeting of the Council of Europe in Lisben on
March 24, 1990, convened to discuss reladons with the States of Central and
Easiern Europe, I_celand's Foreign Minister supported the Baltic States' quest for

independence.

In his address before the CSCE conference on Human Dimension in Copenhagen
on June S, 1990, lceland’s Foreign Minister discussed the legitimate aspirations

of the Baltic States for independence. .
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eland’s Foreign Minister has supportad ‘the Balde States’ quest for

{ NATQ Foreign Ministers' meetings throughout 1990

in his speeches before the General Assembly of the United Natons on

Seprember 24, 1990, and again at 2 CSC
n October 3, 1990, [celand’s Foreign Minist

£ Foreign Ministers’ meeting in New -

Nork 0 er announcad [celand’s full

suppor: for the galtic States’ membership to the CSCE.

The Prime Minister spoke out in support of (he Baltic States in his speech at

the CSCE Syt in Paris on November 20, 1990.

tceland and Denmark organized the press conference of the Foreign Ministers
nia and Lithuania on November 20, 1990, in connection with the

of Estonia, La
CSCE Sumsnit.

The Al:hing passed 3 resgludon on December 18, 1990, in support of the Baltic

States’ demands for independence, and on the Gov ermment’s offer of Reykjavik
as a meeting place. The resolution was forwarded To the National Congresses

of the Raluc Staies.

lceland's Foreign Minister summoned the Soviet Ambassador to the Minisuy ‘or

Foreign Affairs on January 10, 1991, and expressed the Government's concern

over developments in Lithuania and urged that military force should not be

used.
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The [celandic Foreign Minister sent the Foreign Ministers of NATO member

Srates and the NATO Secretary General a'letter on January 11, 1991, where
he suggests that they write to the Soviet Foreign Minister urging the Soviet

Goverrument 0 put an end to acts of violence in Lithuania.

The lcelandic Prime Minister wrote 3 lerter to Soviet Presidenr Mikhail
Gorbachev on January 13, 1693, urging the Soviet President to put an ¢nd 10
acts of violence by Soviet special forces in Lithuania. Reference was made 10
the Charter of Paris and the Helsinki Final Act. {celand's Ambassador in

Moscow delivered the letter on January 14, 1991,

teeland's acting Foreign Minister summoned the Soviet Ambassador to the

Ministry for Foreign Affairs on January 13, 1991 on account of Soviet military

aedon in Lithuania.

The North Atlantc Council issued a declaradon on January 14, 1991,

concerming the situation in Lithuania, making reference among other things to -

the Helsinki Final Act.

The Althing passed a resolution on January 14, 1991, harshly condemning

Sovier military ‘action against the Lithuanian people:

lceland's representative at the CSCE meeting in Valletta on the peaceful
sertlement of disputes discussed the situation in the Baltic States in his speech
on January 16, 1991.
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iceland’s Ambassador in Moscow met with the President of Russia, Boris Yeltsin,

on January 16, 1991, to discuss the situaton in the Baltic Stares.

[celand’s Foreign Minister visited Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia berween January
18 and 21, 1991, at the invitadon of their Governments. On January 21,
1991, he signed a joint declaration along with Estonian Foreign Minister

Lennart Meri.

rceland’s acting Foreign Minister met with the Soviet Ambassador on January

21, 1991, concerning news of the Soviet military’s actions in Riga.

Orn January 23, 1991, the Government of Iceland announced in a policy
statement measures in support of the Baltic States, among other things
iniuatng talks concerning the possibility of establishing diplomaﬁc relations
with Lithuania, These measures were presented at a press conference and press
cratements were sent from the Prime Minister’s office as well as the Foreign

Ministry.

On January 23, 1991, Iceland's Ambassador in Moscow presented Soviet
authorities with a Note, requestng information on certain atrocities commitred
by the Soviet military in tithuania and Lanvia. Reference was made 10 the

Human Dimension of the CSCE in this connection.

#

lceland's representaiive at the CSCE meeting of high-level officials in Vienna on

January 28-29, 1991, discussed Lithuania and the sitvation in the Baltic States
in his speech.
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a3 lceland’s Ambassador in Moscow was summoned to the Depury Foreign Minister
of the Soviet Union on February 3, 1991, and presented with a formal Note of
protest {rom the Sovier Government concerning the leelandic Government’s

statement of January 23, 1991.

26. The Althing passed 2 resolution on PFeliuacy 11, 1091, calling upen the
. Sovessuent 14 aatablich dipinmaric relations with Lithuania as soon as possible.

27.  Soviet Depury Foreign Minister Kvitsinsky prasented Iceland's Ambassador in
Moscow with a harshly worded Note on February 13, 1991, conceming the

Althing resolution of February 11, 1991.

53, The Soviet Chargé d’Affaires in-Reykjavik presented the Ministry for Foreign
Affairs with the Sovier Government's rcspon#e (P.M.} to Iceland’s Note of

January 23, 1991, on the CSCE Human Dimension.

29, The Icelandic Foreign Minister presented the Ambassador of the Soviet Union
1o Icelznd on April 12, 1991, with a position paper on the internagonal lega_l
status of the Balic States and [celand’s intentons to establish diplomatic

relotions with Lithuania.
30. The Prime Mnisters of Estonia and leeland issued a statement on Februa.y 21,
1991, following a meeting in Reykjavik where Iceland expressed its readiness,

if asked, 10 act as a mediator berween the Soviet Union and the Baltic States.

31, The Baltic Council adopted a resolution on Aprl 13, 1991, requesting the

lcelandic Government fo act as 2 mediator in organizing and concluding
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negotiadons berween the Baltic States and the Soviet Union.

A mesting berween Lithuanian and fcelandic officials took place in Reykjavik
May 14-15, 1991, in preparation of a rade agreement berween Lithuania and

[celand.

The question of the Baluc States was taken up by the Icelandic representative

to the CSCE at the maetng of the Comunirtee of Senior Officials in Prague May
23, 1991.

A trade agreement between Lithuania and Iceland was signed in Vilnius August

S, 1991.

Ar the meeting of NATO Foreign Ministers in Brussels August 21, 1991, the
Icelancﬁc Foreign Minister called attention to the need to address the Baldc
issue in the aftermath of the failure of the coup artempt in Moscow and the

changed circumstanies resuiting.

Following the declaration of the Supreme Councils of Estonia and Larvia on the
re-esiablishment of statehood the Icelandic Foreign Minister, in lerters 1o the
Foreign Ministers of Estonia and Larvia dated August 22, 1991, confirmed
lesland's recognition of the two States and announced the readiness of the

Government of [celand to establish formal diplomatic relations.

Ia a Jetter to President Vytautas Landsbergis of Lithuania of August 22, 1991,
the Icelandic Foreign Minister invited the Foreign Minister of Lithuania to join

the Foreign Ministers of Estonia and Larvia at a meeting in Reykjavik for the
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purpose of signing formal declarations on the establishment of diplomatic

relations beween {celand and the three Baltic States.
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