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The average length of stay is significantly shorter than the national average at all  

age groups (figure below, with Stafford figures in blue). 

 

 

 

  

2.1.5 *Demographic Predictions 

We acknowledge that predictions about the future are complex, difficult and inevitably 

inaccurate.  However, is it necessary to make such predictions in order to plan services that are 

sustainable for the long term.  We are aware that once services are closed it is extremely unlikely 

that they will ever be reopened.  It is thus essential, before closing down any services, to ensure 

adequate consideration of predictable future changes. 

Military of Defence Stafford (MoD)  There is a planned relocation of some UK armed forces to 

the Military of Defence (MoD) in Stafford by the end of 2015.  This is estimated to include 

approximately 420 families, which the TSA acknowledges may increase the number of deliveries 

per annum by 100.  Consequently the numbers of children requiring health care will increase.  

However, most of the new families will be Gurkhas.  Their birth rate is likely to be closer to 

double the rate of the current local population.  We therefore estimate that around 200 extra 

deliveries will occur per year. 

New Housing in Stafford  Stafford Borough council has given permission for 2,911 new houses to 

be built over the next six years, which is consistent with 

 

9 
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is ranked as the 3
rd

 most deprived in the West Midlands out of 34 Local Authority districts; 

behind Birmingham (ranked 12
th

 nationally), and Sandwell (ranked 10th 
10

). 

The overall population of Newcastle-under-Lyme is forecast to rise by 2.7% over the next 20 

years
11

.  The Borough council has updated the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 

and a final SHLAA report has been produced.  The report has identified deliverable sites over 

the next five years that have a capacity of 1,553 dwellings and a 15 year developable sites 

with the capacity of 4,890 homes
12

.  With regard to the provision of new “affordable” homes 

it has been estimated that over the next 20 years, there could be a need for 269 new 

 

 

10www.stoke.gov.uk/ccm/navigation/counciland- democracy/statistics/indices-of-deprivation/. 

11Health and wellbeing profile for Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council.  May 2012 Population Health 

Intelligence Staffordshire Public Health. 

12Newcastle-under-Lyme Local Investment Plan 2011-14. 
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2.3.2 TSA Model 

We are concerned that the TSA gave no consideration to retaining inpatient Paediatric services in any of the six models they 

considered. This seems to have been on the basis of their eroenous activity data. The TSA also stated that this was the wish of 

the local CCG. However, at a recent televised public meeting at Stafford on 26–09–13, Mr Andrew Donald, the Chair of the CCG, 

catergorically 
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