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The childminder offers an abundance of creative experiences and arts and crafts activities through which children’s creativity, originality, curiosity and exploration are especially valued. 
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‘When engaged in creative activities, children are learning many things, including how to express themselves. Initially they are learning to concentrate by working on one project and doing it to the very best of their ability. They are also developing their thinking skills, looking for different ways to get to the end they wish to achieve. They are learning to visualise something and then work out a way of achieving it. They are also developing their concepts of colour, shape, space, number and pattern so that working on any creative project in itself reinforces other learning.’
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With extensive experience in the art and design industry, the childminder brings a unique arts and crafts specialism to her role. She is absolutely ‘passionate about working with children’ and ‘lives and breathes arts and crafts’, creating an enchanting environment in which creativity, originality and expressiveness are valued. ‘My vision from the outset was to have an arts focus as a niche area’ she says. Children are encouraged to express their ideas through a wide range of types of representation. ‘Most parents are amazed at what we achieve’ she adds. Inspectors noted that ‘children show great curiosity, the desire to explore, and are inquisitive learners.’
Children’s curiosity, exploration and play are fully supported through a wide range of exciting learning opportunities. Children take pleasure painting fabrics, hand-stitching, making jewellery, creating collages and chalking pictures on the slabs. Puppetry is popular, and children enjoy experimenting with musical instruments. They squeal in delight as they bang tambourines, shake bells, play the xylophone and blow the kazoo. Children dance enthusiastically to music, using scarves and ribbons to express their thoughts, ideas and feelings. Young children investigate and engage with a wide range of media and materials such as ice cubes, sand, dough and clay.
Dough play

Dough play is a firm favourite. The childminder begins her sessions with a ‘dough gym’. Children move in time to music such as ‘Wiggly Woo’ and ‘Elephants have Wrinkles’. They squeal in delight, jump up and down and perform simple finger and arm exercises, happily following instructions and moving with confidence, imagination and safety. 
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After choosing their favourite colour of dough, children explore it, enjoying the texture as they listen to background music and songs. The childminder skilfully promotes their vocabulary as she describes their physical movements  as they ‘press’, ‘twist’, ‘poke’, ‘squeeze’ and ‘squash’ the dough. Children’s communication, language and literacy skills are enhanced as they use their own and the new language for thinking and communicating, initially mimicking the childminder. They become totally absorbed in the activity, and are given sufficient time to explore and develop their ideas imaginatively. This also improves their fine motor skills and provides an enjoyable sensory experience. As the childminder says, ‘It boosts children’s progress across all areas of learning’.
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Children remain engrossed in the activity for sustained periods of time, for example, in one instance they make faces by squashing their dough into plastic cups, and decorate the heads from a selection of materials including paint, dry pasta shapes and pipe-cleaners. They learn new skills like threading dry pasta shapes onto pipe-cleaners, and avidly examine each other’s work, using new words like  ‘soft’, ‘squishy’ and ‘gooey’. Children’s individual responses are greatly valued by the childminder, who gives them specific, well-targeted praise, for example for painting carefully. Children’s confidence and abilities are nurtured through this directed praise, and their creativity extended as they choose various media such as glitter paint to decorate their creations.

The childminder actively promotes independence and responsibility. ‘Children are involved in the end-to end process’, she says. ‘They help to set up and fetch the resources, sort the pasta shapes into pots, then later they help to tidy up’. As they complete the activity, the children’s beaming smiles indicate that they are delighted with both their finished masterpieces and the process of creating them. 

Children eagerly present their finished articles to parents, together with individualised certificates, designed by the childminder to acknowledge and reward children’s efforts. Satisfied parents confirm that ‘the childminder provides a happy, safe environment with non-stop activity and play, including great arts and crafts.’  It is an extraordinarily calm and happy haven where all children, through an abundance of creative experiences and activities, have fantastic opportunities to shine.
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The provider resides in the Amington area of Tamworth.
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Opportunities to shine: Childminder EY425543








 





Brief description





 





Overview – the childminder’s message





 





The good practice in detail





 





�The activity boosts children’s progress across all areas of learning.�





Childminder background





 





Are you thinking of putting these ideas into practice; or already doing something similar that could help other providers; or just interested? We'd welcome your views and ideas. Get in touch � HYPERLINK "https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ofstedgoodpractice" �here�.


To view other good practice examples, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/goodpractice" �www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/goodpractice�
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