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Applying Student Number Controls to Alternative Providers with Designated Courses - Response to Consultation Questions by the Anglo-European College of Chiropractic

Question 1: Respondent details: 

Name of organisation: 

Anglo-European College of Chiropractic, 13-15 Parkwood Road, Bournemouth, Dorset, 
BH5 2DF, www.aecc.ac.uk

Principal: Prof. Haymo Thiel, hthiel@aecc.ac.uk

What type of organisation is it? 


The Anglo-European College of Chiropractic was founded in 1965 and is the largest provider of professionally accredited chiropractic education within Europe (currently close to 600 chiropractic students). It is an independent, higher education, not for profit, charitable institution, with an international reputation for the highest quality education, clinical training and research in the chiropractic community. The College's Mission statement, in the 2012-2020 Strategic Plan is 'A healthier society through education, research and clinical care'. 

Until 1990 graduates were awarded a Diploma in Chiropractic by the College. The first BSc Chiropractic degree programme was validated by the Council for National Academic Awards and awarded in 1991. The awarding body from 1993-2006 was the University of Portsmouth. 
The Quality Assurance Agency visited the College in May 2002 on behalf of the Higher Education Funding Council for England, to consider designation for direct funding. As the College was then considered to be too small to receive direct funding, it established a collaboration with Bournemouth University (BU), becoming an Associate College in 2005, and has been in receipt of public funding on the basis of a franchise model with its validating university.

To promote parity with European education, a 3+2 BSc (Hons) Human Sciences/MSc Chiropractic degree programme was developed and validated by BU in 2011. This new chiropractic degree programme (UCAS code B 321, SLC code 521950) is currently replacing the previous four year integrated Masters programme (MChiro) (UCAS code B 320, SLC code 136665). Only the BSc part of the chiropractic programme receives funding at £9K; students have to self-fund the MSc element. The College also offers a range of other specialist and healthcare-based MSc programmes, there are a number of full time PhD posts with students registered at a number of universities, and a Professional Doctorate programme has been created with the University of Portsmouth. 

The College's new strategic plan for the 2012 to 2020 period is designed to support the College in its mission to diversify its academic provision and to expand as an institution. New programmes have been introduced in order to evolve the College into a multidisciplinary healthcare education provider. Since 2012-13 the College added a BSc in Community Health, validated by the University of Central Lancashire, and an Access to Higher Education programme validated by the Open College Network (South West Region) to its existing academic provisions. 

The College is currently in receipt of a teaching grant for its main BSc (Hons) Human Sciences/MSc Chiropractic provision as a Band B subject as the programme involves substantial clinical and laboratory based teaching (e.g. clinical skills labs, human cadaver teaching facility, teaching clinics, expensive diagnostic and therapeutic equipment).
The College became a full QAA subscriber in 2012, and as chiropractic is a statutory recognised profession, we are inspected and accredited by a number of Professional Societies and Registering Bodies for our provision of under- and post-graduate programmes. 

The College's student body is represented by the Student Union (SU) consisting of eight elected representatives, who are also full-time students, and one full-time SU Manager. The SU has representation at all major academic committees, including Academic Board and the Board of Governors.  


Question 2: Do you have a preference for Method 1 (control based on eligible students) or Method 2 (control based on students accessing funding)? If so, why is this? 

We would prefer Method 1 as it is based on the SNC definition as presently provided and in use. Further it would be easier to determine and to work with a SNC based on the number of students starting on designated courses in the year of application, as it gives the institution greater clarity and certainty at an earlier stage in the process.


Question 3: What is your view on submission of data to HESA? Do you think designated courses at alternative providers should participate in the Key Information Set and therefore complete the National Student Survey and Destination of Leavers in Higher Education survey (if student numbers are large enough to permit this)? 

Yes, we would want to establish a direct subscription relationship to HESA allowing us to submit data directly. At present we collate our own data and submit it to HESA via our franchising university. We believe that it is important that designated courses at alternative providers participate in KIS, NSS and the Destination of Leavers in Higher Education. For very small providers we believe that there may be merit to opt out of this.


Question 4: Are there any other methods for controlling student numbers on designated courses at alternative providers that you would recommend instead of Method 1 or Method 2? 

Not known


Question 5: Do you agree that there should be an exemption from student number controls for alternative providers with small numbers of students accessing student support? If so, do you have suggestions as to how the Department should define ‘very small’? 

Unsure, perhaps subject to ‘light touch reporting’
10 students or less and/or less than £100,000 support?


Question 6: Equality considerations: Do you think that the proposals for applying student number controls will have any equality implications (e.g. positive, negative, or neutral) for people with protected characteristics (as set out in the Equality Act 2010), or people from low income groups? What impacts might there be and do you have any evidence of possible impacts? 

None known. From our perspective we cannot envisage any particular impacts that may arise.

Question 7: Do you have any other comments on the proposals within this consultation document? 

In general we feel that the proposal reflects a positive way forward for alternative providers with designated courses. There are, however a number of concerns or questions we would like to raise:
· What flexibility will an institution have in setting its fee (will it be capped at £9K or lower)? 
· What level of fee support will students be able to access if the institutional fee exceeds £6K? Will it be possible to charge top-up fees?
· Will an institution, if it currently runs a programme which attracts a teaching grant in the main Hefce system, be funded at an equivalent level?
· If an institution decides to change from a franchise model to a more direct funding model, would it be considered to be a new provider and as such would have to apply for new course designation, or would it be considered to be an existing provider? 
· What will happen to the funding of existing students on the franchise model, once the new methodology is applied? The current numbers we have allow students to access the full £9k student loan.
· The consultation document indicates that the allocation of student numbers will be based on the 2012/13 intake. Does this imply that the numbers allocated will be very close to the actual numbers enrolled in 2012/13?
· How will growth of student numbers be built into the system? What is the route for designation of our own for HEFCE funding?
· We are presently in the early stages of TDAP application. If we were to be successful and left our relationship with BU what would happen to the student numbers currently held by the university but is applied to the AECC. Will there be any possibility for the AECC to bid for our own student numbers?

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on this proposal.

Haymo Thiel DC, MSc, PhD, FHEA
Principal & CEO


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge receipt of individual responses unless you tick the box below:
Please acknowledge this reply
|X|

At BIS we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be okay if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents? 
[bookmark: Check13]|X| Yes    		|_| No
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