
SECTION 28 DIRECTION REVIEW FORM 

MOD HOLDING: Aldershot Training Area  - Ash Ranges 

TLB: Defence Infrastructure Organisation 

CROW AREA: 1 

DATE OF ORIGINAL 
DIRECTION: 

5/12/2007 

CATEGORY COMMON OPEN 
COUNTRY 

X DEDICATED

S28 TERM 

SHORT TERM DATES:

LONG TERM DATES:

INDEFINITE:   X 

DESCRIPTION OF SITE:
Two small parcels of mapped land lie in the south east corner of Ash Range.  Approximately one third falls 
inside the Range Danger Area (live firing). The areas outside the Danger Area are mainly forested, but also 
contain Vine Farm and its curtilage and Henley Park Lake. 

HECTARAGE OF DIRECTION:   55.38 

DESCRIPTION OF MILITARY USE:
Ash Ranges are one of the most heavily used live firing area in the Defence Training Estate (DTE) Home 
Counties area. It is a complex of rifle ranges situated round the perimeter of the training area, firing into the 
centre. A Danger Area covers approx 965 hectares of the training area. The dry training areas surrounding it 
acting as a buffer zone between the Danger Area and the residential areas and are used for Infantry tactical 
training. The majority of the area is covered by military byelaws and the mapped areas are small pockets that 
currently fall outside the existing byelaw boundary. 

CURRENT PUBLIC ACCESS:
There are a number of footpaths in the mapped area around Henley Park Lake but none within the danger area. 
In addition, open access to the Danger Area is permitted when firing is not in progress. The s28 Direction will not 
alter these existing access arrangements.  

ORIGINAL S28 JUSTIFICATION:
1. The habitat criteria for CROW mapping created the situation where a live firing danger area was mapped as 
access land. It is MOD policy that all land within any Danger Area must be subject to restriction in the interest of 
clarity and public safety.  
2. The dry training area is to remain excepted under s28 to ensure a safe separation between the general public 
and troops when training takes place. The public will not be restricted on the existing Public Rights of Way that 
pass through the dry training area. 
3. MOD intends to review the existing byelaw boundaries under the current Byelaw review programme. It is 
anticipated that following this review that this area will be byelawed and therefore excepted from CROW Access. 
Any proposals for new byelaws will be subject to public consultation. 

REVIEW COMMENTS:

The Military Use section is still relevant. The original s28 justification remains valid and there is a continued need 
for a s28 CROW direction.

ORIGINAL REQUEST FROM:
SO2 Strategic Environmental Assessment 
Major Braithwaite Exley - ATE HQ 

COMMAND REVIEW BY:
DTE Commander SE 
Lt Col Richard Bishop

ORIGINALDE OFFICE:
Jonathan Gasson - Longmoor 

LMS REVIEW BY:
Claire Dalton 
DIO LMS

MAP ATTACHED YES   X NO



RELEVANT ACCESS AUTHORITY:
Surrey County Council, County Hall, Penrhyn Rd, Kingston-upon-Thames, KT1 2DW 

Local Authority Access Officer: Steve Mitchell  Tel: 02085417040 

LOCAL ACCESS FORUM INFORMED:
Surrey County Council, County Hall, Room 408, Penrhyn Rd, Kingston-upon-Thames, KT1 2DW 

Secretary to Countryside Local Access Forum: Andrew Saint  Tel 02085419342 

COMMENTS:-

NAME OF DESIGNATED OFFICER:-
Richard Brooks 
Environmental Advisory Services 
Defence Infrastructure Organisation 
Land Warfare Centre 
Warminster 
Wiltshire BA12 0DJ 
SIGNATURE ON REVIEW COMPLETION: DATE:


