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Freedom of Information Request 
You asked for information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ).
Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department holds the information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to provide this to you. 

1. Please tell me how many offending behaviour courses are provided in the Welsh language for prisoners with a home address in Wales who are also serving a custodial sentence in a public or private prison establishment in Wales.

Answer

1.  No demand has been identified to warrant the additional costs of providing offending behaviour courses in the Welsh language for those prisoners held in Custody within Wales and with a home address in Wales. 

 
2. Please tell me what information is available in Welsh to remand and sentenced prisoners on the following subject areas; legal and domestic visits, sentence planning, prison rules and the generic parole process.

Answers
2.  Legal Visits - Local posters are displayed in all Establishments advertising timings and processes which are to be followed for legal visits to be arranged.  In addition the Establishment Homepage Almanac is published on the internet which is available in both English and Welsh. 

 

Domestic Visits - As Above.
 
Sentence Planning - When a Welsh speaker is held in Custody, they will be provided with the name of an officer who will be able to speak to them in Welsh. This member of staff will assist the individual in providing advice and guidance.   
Parole Process - As above.
Prison Rules – These are set out in a Statutory Instrument which has not been published in Welsh.  As a consequence, they are not available in the Welsh language.
3. Please tell me how many Welsh speakers are employed by Her Majesty’s Prison Service at establishments in Wales.

Answer

3. Staff are not required to disclose levels of competence in any language.  As a consequence, no definitive numbers are available on the levels of competency in speaking/reading the language. However staff do utilise their language skills in assisting individuals held in custody.
4. Please tell me how the first language of remand and serving prisoners is obtained and recorded during the reception process at all of Her Majesty’s Prison Service establishments.
Answer  
4.  When a prisoner is either remanded or sentenced to a period in custody, they will be received into a prison through a reception and induction process. It is at this point that the staff will record the first language of an individual and enter the information onto the Prison National Offender Management Information System (PNOMIS).
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