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A Vision for a Society that is ‘Positive for Youth’
A society that is ‘positive for youth’ values young people and makes every effort to help them and their families. This means a good education, opportunities to develop their own unique talents and early help with any problems. We want young people – whatever their background or circumstances – to be able to fulfill their potential, get a good job and enjoy creating their own family life. Public services, local communities and businesses all have a part to play. 
Strong ambitions
Young people have the energy and enthusiasm to shape and change the world, and their worlds, in innovative and exciting ways. Our positive vision is for a society in which young people develop their own ambitious and pragmatic goals to:
· succeed in learning and work, and learn what and how they can achieve;
· be confident in their own identity, drawing on but not bound by the experiences of their families, peers and communities, with the confidence and resilience to make good decisions and manage risk; and
· make a contribution to society, through real and virtual communities, and with public and media recognition of their achievements.
Good opportunities

In a positive society every young person will have the opportunity to reach their full potential. This means:

· providing excellent teaching and high standards of education, courses that are respected by employers and universities, with additional resources supporting the attainment of those who are disadvantaged or would otherwise be excluded;
· encouraging volunteering and other personal and social opportunities which build young people’s skills and confidence to learn, make informed choices, and find work; and 
· allowing young people to express their views and influence public decision-making.
Supportive relationships
At a time when their peers have increasing significance and influence young people need supportive relationships with adults they trust to help them develop good judgment, learn from experience, take responsibility, and manage pressures. A positive society will promote this by:

· recognising that parents and families remain the most significant influence in the lives of young people, not placing pressure on young people to grow up too quickly, and intervening to protect young people whose family situation puts them at risk; 

· investing in excellent teachers and other professionals to inspire and support young people, with particular support for the most vulnerable and disadvantaged; and
· encouraging community activities where young people can develop relationships with trusted adults, experience social mixing with their peers, and enjoy spending time with older people. 

Comments
We would welcome your comments and views on the vision set out in this paper, including:

· Is there anything missing from this vision?

· Does this vision capture what it would look like if the whole of society, not just public services, was positive for youth?

· If we achieved our aims would society be positive for all young people? If not, why not?

Please send your comments to positivefor.youth@education.gsi.gov.uk. 

	Key points made through the consultation
	Government’s position
	Action Government is taking

	The starting point for policy should be the welfare of young people and their entitlement to wellbeing and successful transition, rather than the effect that their behaviour has on others.


	We agree – we are passionate about the wellbeing and welfare of all young people. But this has to include young people taking personal responsibility and respecting the rights of others.
	We have a wide range of policies, all set out in the statement, for helping young people succeed and realising their potential – including education reforms, health reforms, the forthcoming participation strategy, and policies to support specific vulnerable groups.

	Discussion papers lack reference to the fact that young people should have fun and enjoy their teenage years, developing positive relationships with peers and their own interests and aspirations. They need safe places to play and spend their leisure time, they need to have fun and not always be under pressure to succeed.
	We agree the teenage years need to be fun. Young people also need to understand the risks if some fun gets out of hand.
	We have modified the vision and narrative to reflect that young people have leisure time that needs to be safely enjoyed. 

We are funding Myplace and NCS to give young people constructive things to do in a fun way.

	We need to stress far more the need for an integrated approach across sectors and professional boundaries to supporting young people – this is needed to address problems early, eliminate duplication and release cost savings, pool expertise, and build better links between community and specialist services. It would involve making the most of both capital assets, including schools, as hubs for a wide range of services, and the role of community volunteers and mentors. It would also need common outcomes to be developed and a common understanding of what makes the difference. All this will drive real reform and avoid simple salami slicing. A clear vision for what services need to look like would also inform the Community right to challenge.
	We agree that everyone has a role to play in creating a society that is positive for youth. Reform is about more than just the role of public services. Good LA commissioning looks across and beyond public services, is joined up with other commissioners and takes into account the role of the VCS and communities. 
	We have expanded on our original 4 reform principles to develop a fuller set of objectives that reflect what a good system of support for young people would look like. This includes a vision for a more integrated approach, with more shared responsibility across society for young people’s outcomes. 
We will expect LAs to promote a local offer for young people. We will not prescribe what the local offer should look like, but will help share good practice.
We are retaining schools’ duty to co-operate with local councils on the wellbeing of children and young people.

	There is a risk that statement raises expectations of a universal local offer, while offering no viable model for achieving it and not recognising the financial constraints.


	We disagree. We will not prescribe the level of service that must be provided. We don’t expect the whole local offer to be funded by the public purse.
	The vision in the statement aims to present a more viable and sustainable future for youth provision, setting out a reform story that is about more than the role of publicly funded services.


A Positive for Youth Summit took place on 9 March 2011 bringing together ministers and officials from seven Government departments with experts, professionals and young people to debate the key issues faced by young people and services for young people.


Building on the summit, this paper is part of a series of discussion papers being developed in partnership with experts from the youth sector  This paper and a number of other discussion papers, can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.education.gov.uk/positiveforyouth" ��www.education.gov.uk/positiveforyouth�.


Through these papers we are promoting a public debate on these issues in order to help shape a new Government policy statement on young people and services for young people. Please note that these are discussion papers and not final statements of Government policy.





We would welcome comments and views on this paper.  





Your comments will help to inform the development of this new policy statement.  Comments should be sent to the � HYPERLINK "mailto:Positivefor.Youth@education.gsi.gov.uk" ��Positivefor.Youth@education.gsi.gov.uk� email box by 15 September 2011. We regret that we will not be able to respond to every email we receive. 











