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Dear Jeremy

SUPPORTING COMMERCIAL SPACEPLANE OPERATIONS IN THE UK:  CONSULTATION ON CRITERIA TO DETERMINE THE LOCATION OF A UK SPACEPORT
On behalf of Fife Council, I am writing in response to the Department of Transport’s consultation seeking views on the Criteria for selecting a site for the potential development of a new Spaceport in the UK.

Fife Council is the third largest authority in Scotland and the largest employer in Fife.  The Council employs approximately 18,000 people to provide 900 different services to approximately 360,000 people.  We have one of the highest overall customer satisfaction ratings for a council in the UK and we are proud to have been recently awarded Council of the Year 2014.   

One of the eight potentially feasible locations which the CAA has identified for UK Spaceport, RAF Leuchars, is in the Fife local authority area hence the response to this consultation.  

RAF Leuchars has operated as a military airbase for over 100 years and has supported 1,900 direct and indirect jobs contributing around £60 million of income annually to the Fife economy.  As part of the Strategic Defence and Security Review, it was announced that RAF Leuchars was to cease to be an RAF station but it would remain in military use with its runway remaining operational as a Military Emergency Diversion Airfield (MEDA) for the Quick Reaction Alert national defence protection force of Typhoon aircraft, now based at RAF Lossiemouth.

Whilst the Royal Air Force will respond to the consultation in detail and on the technical capabilities of Leuchars, Fife Council would like to take this opportunity to respond on a number of points.   

Q5. Do you think there are any other criteria that should also be taken into consideration? If so, please explain why. 

Additional consideration should be given to both the direct and indirect economic benefits that will arise from the location of a Spaceport at a particular location.

The direct benefits will include retaining or increasing current activities on site, as well as the new activities that will come with the Spaceport development. This should retention of employment as well as new employment being created
Indirect benefits that should be taken into consideration include:

· Tourism and visitor attractions, - this will bring additional employment and visitor spend to the location.  It will also serve to generate additional public support for the project and for space science more generally.  

· Focal point for space technology development and application - By creating a Spaceport in a specific location it can become a hub for local and international co-operation into developing areas of space science that will have an impact at the European level.

· For both these activities it is very important that selection criteria should look both at physical connectivity - ease of access for public and private transportation -; and also at adjacency to academic centres and industrial advanced engineering supply chain and infrastructure
Q6. Do you agree that these are relevant criteria? What weight should be attached to them? 
We consider it very important that any public sector investment should be undertaken on the basis that future revenue generation will both mitigate cost and open up future areas for economic growth in the short, medium and long term.
Q7. If more than one location closely meet the essential operating criteria, safety, meteorological, environmental and economic criteria, do you agree that we should also consider factors around the contribution to local and national growth? If so, what weight should be given to these factors? 

In the event of all the technical criteria being met, we would support the view that a successful location should be considered on its ability to contribute toward growing the economy of the local area and the target of UK generating £4 billion from the Space economy by 2030, with the active endorsement of the Scottish Government.  This can best be done by catalysing high value activity and market leadership in the global space economy.  A UK Spaceport must be physically and academically accessible.   In addition it should be in a location with strong industrial and manufacturing infrastructure able to capture more of the value chain and to generate export earnings and to an area capable of encompassing a fully developed space tourism programme of attractions.

We will continue to work with the Royal Air Force, should RAF Leuchars go forward as a preferred location for the development, by providing a more detailed support paper to outline the items raised in this supporting document statement.

This letter of support does not prejudice the Council’s role as Planning authority and statutory undertaker.

Please feel free to contact me further should you wish to discuss in more detail.
Yours sincerely,
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Ross Mackenzie

Lead Officer (Investment)
	Economic Development
Economy, Planning & Employability Services
3rd Floor, Kingdom House, Kingdom Avenue, Glenrothes KY7 5LY
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