b

®

Department

for Environment " 'NobelH | T 08459 335577 |
' £E-" "Nobel House

Food & _Rural Affall’S 17 Smith Square helpline@defra.gsi.gov.uk

| London SW1P 3JR www defra.gov.uk

National Farmers Union - R ' Your ref:_

Agriculture House, Stonetelgh Park ‘ Our ref: PO289823/RM
Stoneieigh { ‘

Warwickshire

CV82TZ | ' ' 7 .' Q?‘ November 2012

From Lord de Mauley
_ Parliamentary[ Under Secretary

Thank you forr your letter of 25 October and your support for the approach Defra has taken
“on the risk assessment for neonucotmmds ,

We have made it absolutely clear that we take threats to pollinators very seriously and we
are quite prepared to take regulatory action. However, we will reach this decision on the
basis of evidence and not as an unconsidered reaction to pressure. Defra actively
assesses all the evidence on neonicotincids and continues to develop a body of its own
research to filF gaps in the state of knowledge.

You are right !to point out that any decision to restrict the use of neonicotinoids would have
consequences in a number of areas. These include resistance management, the effective
control of pests and. the possible impacts of increased use of alternative products. None of
this should deter the Government from taking necessary measures, but it underlines the
importance of taking decisions on the basis of the best evidence and the fullest possible
understandlng of the risks.

& X, INVESTORS
N v
%_o IN PEOPLE






