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You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):

“What was the cost to the Department of the Assisted Prison Visitors Unit for the financial year 2012/13?   How much of this expenditure was incurred on visits including subsistence to each prison; and how many such visits were there to each prison? ”.

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

The Assisted Prison Visits Scheme provides financial help with travel expenses to prisoners’ close relatives and partners who are on a defined benefit and receive a low income.  The Schemes purpose is to contribute to reducing re-offending and resettlement strategies by helping to ensure that family ties are maintained. The MoJ actively encourage prisoners to maintain outside contacts and meaningful family ties.  Visits are crucial to sustaining relationships with close relatives, partners and friends. 

The MoJ Resettlement Survey 2008 showed that offenders could be 39% less likely to reoffend if they had family visits while in custody.  Lord Justice Woolf’s report of 1991 made a recommendation that prisoners should have better prospects of maintaining their links with families through more visits and in his follow up report exactly 10 years later makes specific reference to Assisted Prisons Visits and described it as “admirable.”  A recent report commissioned by the EU entitled Children of Imprisoned Children, highlighted the importance of providing financial assistance to families of prisoners.  
I can confirm that the department holds information that you have asked for regarding the costs of the Assisted Prison Visits Scheme, and I am pleased to provide this to you.  Costs of Assisted Prisons Visits Scheme for:

The total cost of the Assisted Prison Visits Unit in the financial year 2012/13 was £2,821,440.  Of this, £2,056,903 was spent on visits including subsistence.  71,100 applications were made for assistance for visits to prisons in England and Wales, Northern Irish and Channel Island prisons in 2012/13 and a further 4,899 for Scottish prisons.   Visitor’s applications paid are recorded against which prison a visitor visited but costs are not allocated against individual prisons, see table below.                            
	Claims paid for Assisted Prison Visits 2011/12 for English & Welsh prisons – Total 66,445
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Littlehey
	1801
	
	Parkhurst
	561
	
	Kirklevington
	219

	Moorland
	1468
	
	Hollesley Bay 
	559
	
	Brixton
	214

	Oakwood
	1412
	
	Erlestoke House
	554
	
	Pentonville
	200

	Frankland
	1328
	
	Aylesbury
	543
	
	New Hall
	199

	Whatton
	1309
	
	Durham 
	537
	
	Ashfield
	196

	Lowdham Grange
	1265
	
	Deerbolt
	525
	
	Low Newton
	196

	Swaleside
	1215
	
	Hull 
	516
	
	Wetherby
	189

	Channings Wood
	1213
	
	Woodhill
	516
	
	Kennet
	188

	Gartree
	1177
	
	Glen Parva
	509
	
	Buckley Hall
	187

	Wymott
	1132
	
	Everthorpe
	500
	
	Blantyre House
	186

	Long Lartin
	1022
	
	Lincoln 
	496
	
	Nottingham 
	185

	Parc
	1009
	
	Acklington
	490
	
	Hindley
	182

	Wayland
	979
	
	Featherstone
	487
	
	Askham Grange
	181

	Wakefield 
	907
	
	Brinsford
	478
	
	Preston 
	181

	Leyhill
	906
	
	Rochester 
	470
	
	Forest bank
	181

	Swinfen Hall
	904
	
	Ford
	462
	
	Bedford 
	164

	Stafford 
	904
	
	Risley
	451
	
	Canterbury 
	159

	Bure
	902
	
	Norwich 
	438
	
	Warren Hill
	158

	Hewell
	894
	
	Downview
	434
	
	Liverpool 
	154

	Highpoint
	876
	
	Holme House
	425
	
	Eastwood Park 
	151

	Elmley
	868
	
	Standford Hill
	416
	
	Reading 
	137

	Full Sutton
	841
	
	Lancaster Farms
	380
	
	Isle of Wight
	131

	Rye Hill
	840
	
	Wealstun
	332
	
	Bristol 
	130

	Albany 
	811
	
	Highdown
	351
	
	Werrington
	127

	Stocken
	801
	
	Wolds 
	338
	
	Wormwood Scrubs
	122

	Lindholme
	793
	
	Send
	327
	
	Castington
	120

	Onley
	762
	
	Shrewsbury 
	326
	
	Feltham
	119

	Ranby
	741
	
	Exeter 
	320
	
	Cardiff 
	103

	Haverigg
	740
	
	Huntercombe
	319
	
	Swansea 
	98

	Garth
	734
	
	Drake hall
	318
	
	Isis 
	97

	Maidstone 
	722
	
	Winchester 
	315
	
	Dorchester
	96

	Northumberland
	719
	
	Styal
	314
	
	Foston Hall
	89

	Guys Marsh
	709
	
	Wandsworth
	309
	
	Edmunds Hill
	85

	Kirkham
	709
	
	Bronzefield
	307
	
	Holloway
	77

	Usk and Prescoed
	690
	
	Doncaster 
	306
	
	Cookham Wood
	73

	Portland 
	687
	
	Lewes
	304
	
	Wellingborough
	70

	The Verne
	684
	
	Camp Hill
	302
	
	Leicester 
	67

	Whitemoor
	680
	
	Belmarsh
	290
	
	Thameside
	65

	Dovegate
	669
	
	Thorn Cross
	281
	
	Shepton Mallet
	58

	Bullingdon
	640
	
	Grendon
	269
	
	Gloucester 
	58

	Altcourse
	620
	
	Leeds 
	261
	
	Bullwood hall
	42

	Dartmoor 
	617
	
	Blundeston
	257
	
	Kingston 
	41

	Stoke Heath
	614
	
	Downview
	434
	
	East Sutton Park 
	41

	Peterborough
	594
	
	Spring Hill
	241
	
	Morton Hall
	4

	North Sea Camp
	590
	
	Northallerton
	240
	
	
	

	The Mount
	583
	
	Manchester 
	235
	
	
	

	Sudbury 
	581
	
	Chelmsford 
	226
	
	
	

	Coldingley
	570
	
	Birmingham 
	224
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