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Freedom of Information Request 
You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):

Question 1

Can you please provide details of the payments made from Legal Aid to the top 20 solicitors firms and barristers for the last financial year?

Question 2

For the same period, how much was originally claimed and subsequently written off by the individual(s) concerned as part of the adjustment process?

Question 3

For the same period, how much money was reclaimed by the agency from the individual(s) for payments that should not have been made?
Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).
Question 1

I can confirm that the department holds information that you have asked for. The information is exempt under section 21 of the FOI Act because it is reasonably accessible to you, and I am pleased to inform you that you can access it via the following link: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/legal-aid-statistics-quarterly-january-to-march-2016
Please scroll down to the downloadable data sheet entitled “Legal aid statistics England and Wales provider and area data”.

Section 21 of the Freedom of Information Act exempts disclosure of information that is reasonably accessible by other means, and the terms of the exemption mean that we do not have to consider whether or not it would be in the public interest for you to have the information. 

For your convenience however and outside our obligations under the Freedom of information act, details of payments made from the Legal Aid Fund to the 20 solicitor’s firms with the highest total and the 20 barrister’s with the highest totals can be found at Appendix one.
You can also find more information by reading the full text of the Act, available at http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/36/section/21. 
Question 2 
I can confirm that the Ministry of Justice holds information that you have asked for. However, because the cost of complying with your request would exceed the limit set by the Freedom of Information Act, on this occasion I'm afraid I will not be taking your request further. 

The law allows us to decline to answer FOI requests when we estimate it would cost us more than £600 (equivalent to 3½ working days’ worth of work, calculated at £25 per hour) to identify, locate, extract, and then provide the information that has been asked for.

In this instance to provide you with the information we would be required to analyse roughly 159,800 claims from the firms and barristers requested. These claims encompassing multiple legal aid schemes and processing systems. Electronic analysis of one system containing the Legal Help claims shows 6% of these claims are shown as subject to assessment, and would need manual verification to answer question 2. 

Extrapolating this percentage from the relevant and typical Legal Help claims across all the claims would indicate a sample size of around 9,588 claims to be verified in order to answer question 2. Using even the most conservative estimate of one minuet per claim this would significantly breach the cost limit set out by the FOIA. 

Question 3

As confirmed by the Information Tribunal in the case of Quinn v Information Commissioner and the Home Office (EA/2006/0010, 15 November 2006). – Where we have estimated the response will not be possible within the costs limit we are not obliged to continue work on the request. Therefore we will not start the process of building a sample of claims which would need manual verification to answer Question 3. 

You can also find more information by reading the full text of the Act, available at http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/36/section/12. 
Although we cannot answer your request at the moment, we might be able to answer a refined request within the cost limit. You may wish to consider, for example, reducing the size of the sample of claims which would need to be verified further.  
Please be aware that we cannot guarantee at this stage that a refined request will fall within the FOIA cost limit.

I am sorry that on this occasion I have not been able to answer your request. 
	Appendix 1 



	Closed Case Expenditure in 2015/16
	

	
	

	Firm Name
	            Amount Paid (£)

	IRWIN MITCHELL LLP
	                           30,669,015 

	DUNCAN LEWIS & CO
	                           26,368,895 

	CARTWRIGHT KING SOLICITORS
	                           11,725,539 

	TUCKERS SOLICITORS LLP
	                           10,312,545 

	STEPHENSONS SOLICITORS LLP
	                             9,320,203 

	T V EDWARDS LLP
	                             8,837,367 

	THE JOHNSON PARTNERSHIP
	                             8,081,736 

	HODGE JONES & ALLEN LLP
	                             7,733,494 

	SWITALSKI'S SOLICITORS LTD
	                             7,299,916 

	WILSON SOLICITORS LLP
	                             7,252,136 

	FORBES SOLICITORS
	                             7,228,476 

	BHATIA BEST LTD
	                             6,843,657 

	HINE SOLICITORS
	                             6,456,243 

	G T STEWART SOLICITORS
	                             6,066,680 

	REEDS SOLICITORS LTD
	                             5,914,460 

	EBR ATTRIDGE LLP
	                             5,758,275 

	J D SPICER & CO
	                             5,632,867 

	HOWELLS DIRECT LLP
	                             5,587,587 

	QS JACKSON CANTER LTD
	                             5,228,804 

	NOBLE SOLICITORS
	                             5,017,753 

	
	

	
	

	Barrister Name
	               Amount Paid (£)

	SIMON CSOKA
	                                 599,460 

	ALI N BAJWA QC
	                                 450,468 

	MICHAEL C CLARE
	                                 390,838 

	NIGEL SANGSTER QC
	                                 390,652 

	CHARLES A BOTT QC
	                                 370,170 

	CAROLINE T GOODWIN
	                                 335,244 

	SANJEEV M SHARMA
	                                 333,945 

	HENRY BLAXLAND QC
	                                 317,487 

	NEIL A HAWES QC
	                                 309,217 

	DAMIAN F NOLAN
	                                 289,087 

	MARK STUART
	                                 288,483 

	ASHRAF KHAN
	                                 285,072 

	GRAHAM J ARNOLD
	                                 278,645 

	CHARNJIT SINGH JUTLA
	                                 276,768 

	STEPHEN W LESLIE QC
	                                 271,606 

	ADAM V S KANE
	                                 268,024 

	OLIVER C J SAXBY
	                                 267,803 

	DAPINDERPAUL SINGH
	                                 267,704 

	BALBIR SINGH
	                                 266,831 

	GARY T BELL QC
	                                 266,720 


