
Ms S Basran 
Competition and Markets Authority 
Victoria House 
37 Southampton Row 
London 
WC1B4AD 
 
 
8th December 2017 
 
 
Dear Ms Basran, 
 
We are a group of 176 Sky News employees who have decided to write to you as an interested party in the 
21st Century Fox/Sky merger. We have serious concerns about what the potential closure of Sky News would 
mean not only for us, but for wider society. In the first instance, scrapping the channel would result in redun-
dancy for more than 500 people. The loss of those jobs would be deeply damaging for journalism in the UK. 
  
Sky News delivers exclusive reports, first rate analysis and hard-hitting documentaries, across a wide range 
of subjects. Take for example our recent extensive reporting of the Myanmar refugee crisis (which the Prime 
Minister referenced during her main foreign policy speech of the year), our live presentation from the front 
line during the battle for Mosul and our investigations into alleged health injustices, such as Primodos and 
vaginal mesh implants. We provide quality political and financial coverage. Sky's Ocean Rescue Campaign - 
launched by Sky News - has gained significant public and political momentum in the past year. Ocean Rescue 
has contributed to changes in Scottish government policy on plastics. Through its award-winning journalism, 
the channel enhances the UK media landscape. 
 
The closure of Sky News would damage media plurality in this country because we would only have the BBC 
for domestic 24-hour television news. There would, therefore, be less diversity of independent views, with 
one broadcaster enjoying a monopoly. 
 
All of us at Sky News have a genuine commitment to broadcasting standards. We are proud of our excellent 
track record of compliance. British news, in general, is held in high esteem internationally, because journalists 
are bound not only by law but by their own guidelines to be objective and impartial. At Sky News, we have 
always maintained our allegiance to fair and honest reporting that reflects all manner of opinion on public 
debate and we always will.  
 
Over the last three decades, from being the first 24 hour news channel, Sky News has become a core part of 
the UK media landscape on television, radio and online. It has trained thousands of ambitious, young jour-
nalists, it has offered award winning coverage of some of the biggest news stories and its agenda is monitored 
by rival newsrooms up and down the country. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
  

Adam Boulton, Presenter, All Out Politics 

Ian King, Business Presenter  

Alex Crawford, Sky News Special Correspondent 

Anna Botting, Presenter, News at Ten 

Stuart Ramsay, Sky News Chief Correspondent 

Sarah-Jane Mee, Presenter, Sky News Sunrise 
 



Jonathan Samuels, Presenter, Sky News Sunrise 

Stephen Dixon, Presenter, Sky News Sunrise  

Isabel Webster, Presenter, Sky News Sunrise 

Mark Kleinman, City Editor 
 
Gillian Joseph, Presenter 
 
Dominic Waghorn, Diplomatic Editor 

Claudia-Liza Armah, Presenter 

Amanda Walker, US Correspondent 

David Bowden, Senior Correspondent 
 
Sarah Hewson, Presenter 
 
Martin Brunt, Crime Correspondent 
 
John Sparks, Africa Correspondent 
 
Katie Stallard, Asia Correspondent 
 
Tom Macleod, Presenter 

Gamal Fahnbulleh, Presenter 

Ian Woods, Senior Correspondent 

Ashish Joshi, Senior Correspondent 

Kimberley Leonard, Presenter 

Robert Nisbet, Senior Political Correspondent  
 
James Matthews, Scotland Correspondent 

Jackie Faulkner, Special Events Consultant 

Mark Loebell, Team Leader, Camera Department 

Paul Harrison, Senior News Editor 

Dylan Dronfield, Senior News Editor 

Ronan Hughes, Output Editor 

Nick Phipps, Output Editor 

Ben Munro-Davies, Editor, Sky News Sunrise 
 
Jamie Weir, Sports Presenter 
 
Jennifer Wetters, Camera Operator/Editor, New York 

Helen-Ann Smith, Science & Sky Ocean Rescue Producer 
 
Tamara Cohen, Political Correspondent 



 
Paul Bromley, Editor, On-Screen Information 
 
Jane Threlfall, Output Editor Comment & Opinion 
 
Siobhan Robbins, South East Asia Correspondent 

Mike McCarthy, Correspondent 

Lewis Goodall, Political Correspondent 

Lisa Holland, Senior Correspondent 

Graeme McNeill, Camera Operator / Editor, Northern Ireland  

Ed Sinclair, Camera Operator / Editor, West of England 

Joe Tidy, Correspondent 

Robert Mann, Picture Edit Supervisor 

Sally Lockwood, North of England Correspondent 

Laura Bundock, Correspondent 

Katerina Vittozzi, Reporter  

Louisa Pilbeam, Reporter 

Katie Spencer, Entertainment Correspondent 

Nathan Hale, Camera Department Team Leader 

Phil Edwards, Reporter 
 
Guy Siggers, Camera Operator / Editor, Midlands 

Chris anr, Camera Operator / Editor, West of England 

Claire Herriot, Package Producer 

Rebecca Williams, West of England Correspondent 

John-Paul Ford Rojas, Business Producer 

Laura Scott, Output Editor 

Christine Megson, Field Producer/Deputy News Editor 

Olivia Kinsley, Reporter  

Louis Degenhardt, Output Producer 

Payed Edalat, Producer 

Max Preston, Output Producer 

Briony Rose, Output Producer  

Alex Morgan, Output Producer 

Nick Quraishi, Presenter 

Christopher Moore, Output Producer 



Angela Barnes, Producer & Swipe Reporter 

Rose Hughes, Senior Planning Editor 

Lisa Robson, Satellite Operations Supervisor 

Adam Parris-Long, Sky Mobile Producer 

Ed Challes, Planning Producer 

Jordan Milne, Planning Producer/Deputy News Editor 

Adam Parker, Digital News Editor 

Frances Vale, News Editor 

Mollie Malone, Package Producer 

Sam Asplen, Designer 

Daniel Daukes, Designer 

Richard Vale, Senior Cameraman 

Sarah Dawkins, Planning Producer 

Danielle Weekes-Chilufya, Assistant Editor 

Mike O’Connor, Assistant Editor 

Belinda Skudder, Picture Editor 

Tom Larkin, Planning Producer  

Adam Tate, Assistant Output Editor 

Jimmy Rice, Producer 

Connor Sephton, Chief Sub 

Ben Begley, Camera Operator / Editor, Scotland 

Claire Bridge, Digital Producer 

Charles Maggs, Radio Journalist 

Andy Milburn, Assistant Output Editor, Sky News Mobile 

Jon Kean, Producer, Scotland 

George Davies, Head of Operations 

Jonathan Scarratt, Camera Operator / Editor 

Russell Hope, Video Producer 

Zygie Davies, Camera Operator  

Ciaran Maher, Camera Operator / Editor 

Andy Lumb, Camera Operator / Editor, Midlands 

Jeremy Joseph, Picture Editor 

Ronnie Dewhurst, Camera Operator / Editor, Scotland 

Thomas Newton, Output Producer 



Anthony Whiley, Camera Operator / Editor 

Chris Curtis, Camera Operator/ Editor 

Josh Loebell, Support Engineer 

Alan McGuinness, Mobile reporter 

Ed Young, Camera Operator/Editor, Brussels 

Hilary Locke, Assignments Editor 

Alexander Li, Satellite Operations Coordinator  

Stuart Forster, Freelance Camera Operator 

Emma Copping, Satellite Operations Co-ordinator 

Andy Dennell, Senior Camera Operator 

Marie Curtis, Assignments Editor 

Kit Bradshaw, Output Producer 

Donovan Lawrence, Sky Support Engineer  

Len Hutchins, Assignments Editor  

Andy Wilson, Camera Operator / Editor 

Grant Smith, News Floor Manager 

Richard Westwood, NOC Supervisor 

Phil Hooper, Camera Operator / Editor 

Andrew Connell, Producer 
 
James Berry, NOC Engineer 
 
Stephanie Oliver, Field Producer 
 
Alice Udale Smith, Producer 
 
Anna Jones, Radio News Desk Editor 
 
Stephanie Alden, Picture Researcher 
 
Annie Green, Radio Journalist 
 
Samantha Westwood, Designer 
 
Darren Price, Picture Researcher 
 
Richard Taylor, Senior Picture Researcher 
 
Samuel Quinn, News Archive Manager 
 
William Spens, Picture Researcher 
 
Maddii Lown, Deputy Foreign News Editor 



 
Daniel Franklin, Senior: Bureau Archives 
 
James Packer, Junior Designer 
 
Tom Williams, Picture Editor 
 
Derek Cole, Radio Technician 
 
Richard Byrne, Floor Manager 
 
Alex Marshall, Digital Producer 
 
Peter McDonald, Production Engineer 
 
Mike Kumar, Output Editor 
 
Fern Tomlinson, Assistant Editor, The Pledge  
 
Matthew Lavender, Researcher  
 
Fiona Mee, Newsroom Producer 
 
Robert Payling, Output Producer 
 
Charles Bell, Digital Producer 
 
Ganesh Rao, Output Producer  
 
James Scurry, Output Producer 
 
Sofie Cacoyannis, Output Producer 
 
Jessica Tully, Planning Editor 
 
Rhiannon Williams, Deputy Foreign News Editor 
 
Gilberte Phanor, Package Producer 
 
James Sillars, Business Producer 
 
Matt Mannion, Assistant Editor 
 
Kate Sullivan, Assistant Output Editor, Sky News Mobile 
 
Des Jenkins, Production Engineer 
 
Payam Edalat, Multi-Platform Producer 
 
Alessandra Rizzo, Chief Sub, Digital 
 
Kevin Sheppard, Camera Operator / Editor, Asia 
 
Andrew McFadyen, Assistant Editor  



Gemma Peplow, Chief Sub-Editor, Online  
 
Mark Stone, Europe Correspondent 
 
Michelle Clifford, Europe Correspondent  
 
Alistair Bunkall, Defence Correspondent 
 
Aoife Yourell, Package Producer 
 
Emily Jennings, Output Producer 
 
Alan Strange, Output Editor 
 
Andrew Bailey, Senior News Editor 
 
Rebecca Anaraz, Picture Editor 
 
Emma Birchley, Correspondent 
 
Vicky Waller, Senior Edit Supervisor 
 
Graeme Winch, Contracts Co-ordinator 
 
Samantha Elmidoro, Social Media Producer 
 
Chris Howard, Output Editor 
 
Peter Diapre, Assistant Editor 
 
 
ENDS 


