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 AAIB Bulletin: 12/2017 G-CCNC EW/G2017/06/16

SERIOUS INCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Cameron Z-275 balloon, G-CCNC

No & Type of Engines:  None

Year of Manufacture:  2003 (Serial no: 10504) 

Date & Time (UTC):  17 June 2017 at 2000 hrs

Location:  Kirkby in Ashfield, Nottinghamshire

Type of Flight:  Commercial Air Transport (Passenger) 

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - 13

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - 4 (Minor)

Nature of Damage:  None

Commander’s Licence:  Commercial Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:  68 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  1,331 hours (of which over 1,200 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 8 hours
 Last 28 days - 5 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot

After an uneventful flight, the commander identified a potential landing site three fields 
away and a reserve landing site.  He started a descent towards the planned landing site 
but, as the balloon descended, he realised that he would actually be able to land in the first 
field.  During this landing, which was heavier than the commander expected, a lady cried 
out in pain.  Another passenger then turned towards the lady and, in doing so he lost his 
grip and fell out of the balloon’s basket, which was now being dragged across the ground 
by the surface wind.   The balloon became airborne again but landed safely at the reserve 
landing site.  The lady suffered minor bruising to the ribs and the passenger who fell out of 
the basket was not injured.  Subsequently, a further two passengers have reported minor 
injuries to the commander.

The commander, in a frank report, attributed this serious incident to changing his intended 
landing field, at a low level, despite having already identified and planned to land in a 
different field.


