ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration: Piper L18C Super Cub, G-BlYJ

No & Type of Engines: 1 Continental Motors Corp O-200-A piston
engine

Year of Manufacture: 1951 (Serial no: 18-1000)

Date & Time (UTC): 18 July 2017 at 1007 hrs

Location: Pilmuir Farm, Lundin Links, Leven, Fife

Type of Flight: Private

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - 1 (Serious)  Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage: Extensive

Commander’s Licence: Private Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age: 75 years

Commander’s Flying Experience: 1,059 hours (of which 584 were on type)
Last 90 days - 7 hours
Last 28 days - 2 hours

Information Source: Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the

pilot

The pilot took off from the farm strip, which he has flown from for 23 years, to prepare
for a skills test to revalidate his licence. He completed several circuits and manoeuvres,
including a satisfactory practice of a baulked landing, before making his final approach
to Runway 03. There was a north-easterly wind of approximately 6 kt and no unusual
turbulence was apparent during the approach but, after touching down and rolling
approximately 25 metres, the aircraft suddenly swungright. The pilot reacted by increasing
power and taking off again, but he could not prevent the aircraft’s right wing from striking
a stationary combine harvester.

After being flipped upside down (Figure 1), the aircraft came to rest with the engine
stopped and the pilot was able to turn off the electrics, undo his seat belt and escape
through the door onto the upturned right wing. His assessment was that a sudden gust of
wind caused the aircraft to swing right. He later discovered that, just before the accident
occurred, a person spraying nearby crops experienced squally conditions which caused
them to suspend their work.
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Figure 1

The airstrip can be seen above the upturned fuselage and
the farm vehicle is partly visible behind the tail of G-BIYJ
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