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 AAIB Bulletin: 10/2017 G-BDIH EW/G2017/06/02

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Jodel D117, G-BDIH

No & Type of Engines:  1 Continental Motors Corp C90-14F piston 
engine

Year of Manufacture:  1958 (Serial no: 812) 

Date & Time (UTC):  3 June 2017 at 1207 hrs

Location:  Bedlands Gate Airfield, Cumbria

Type of Flight:  Private 
 
Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers -  None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Collapsed fuselage, damage to the wing, 
engine, lower engine cowl and propeller

Commander’s Licence:  Light Aircraft Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:  67 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  517 hours (of which 131 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 19 hours
 Last 28 days -   7 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot and additional inquiries made by the AAIB

The pilot arrived overhead Bedlands Gate Airfield at 1200 ft aal and, noting that the windsock 
indicated that the wind was from 180 degrees at 15 kt, elected to fly an approach to land on 
grass Runway 16.  The pilot was aware that Runway 16 is only 390 m long and also had a 
slight downhill slope and so he intended to land 50 m beyond the threshold.

He established a stable descent using 1500 rpm for a 60 kt approach, before further reducing 
power to 1200 rpm and 50 kt airspeed just prior to the airfield’s boundary.  At this point, he 
encountered turbulence which rapidly pitched the nose of the aircraft up and the stall warner 
sounded.  The pilot immediately lowered the nose and didn’t apply engine power due to the 
close proximity of the ground, but instead cautiously attempted to raise the nose to flare the 
aircraft and land.  However the nose, lower engine cowling and main wheels impacted the 
ground first, before the aircraft bounced and landed again on main wheels and tailwheel.  
It rolled a further 20 m, slewing left off the runway into long grass, before coming to rest on 
its nose.

The uninjured pilot, who was wearing a full harness, switched off the fuel and electrical 
system before vacating the aircraft through the left canopy door and a break in the fuselage.


