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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Magni M16C, G-CIZK

No & Type of Engines:  1 Rotax 914ULS piston engine

Year of Manufacture:  2016 (Serial no: 16-16-9534) 

Date & Time (UTC):  17 June 2017 at 1449 hrs

Location:  Popham Airfield, Hampshire

Type of Flight:  Training 
 
Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Significant damage to rotor blades, rotor head 
and mast.  Airframe distorted and propeller 
blades destroyed.

Commander’s Licence:  Student

Commander’s Age:  54 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  22 hours (of which 22 were on type)
 Last 90 days -   11 hours
 Last 28 days -     2 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
student pilot and input from his instructor

History of the flight

This was the student pilot’s fourth solo flight and he was using Popham’s grass Runway 26 
in good visibility and with a light wind from 240º.  His first two solo flights had been made 15 
days previously, following a flight with his instructor.  

On the day of the accident, the student completed one solo flight, had a break, and had 
then begun flying a further series of circuits, watched from the ground by his instructor.  The 
aircraft’s attitude in the third landing was flat and, as the gyroplane slowed, the student 
moved the control stick fully back.  The nose of the gyroplane pitched up and it rolled right 
until the rotor blades struck the ground before hitting the propeller.  The gyroplane turned 
through 90º and came to rest upright, with the engine stopped, before the student turned off 
the fuel pumps and the magnetos and climbed out.  

After watching the accident, the instructor commented that a normal landing involves 
touching down on the mainwheels and then moving the control stick back gradually, to 
initially keep the nosewheel off the ground as the gyroplane slows.  On this occasion the 
student rapidly moved the control stick fully back and he then lost control.
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Figure 1
Magni M16C Tandem Trainer, G-CIZK after the accident with distortion of the rotor system 

and control rods evident


