ACCIDENT
Aircraft Type and Registration: Starduster Too SA300, G-BNNA
No & Type of Engines: 1 Lycoming O-360-A1F piston engine
Year of Manufacture: 1973 (Serial no: 1462)
Date & Time (UTC): 20 June 2017 at 1720 hrs
Location: Keyston Airfield, Cambridgeshire
Type of Flight: Private
Persons on Board: Crew -1 Passengers - None
Injuries: Crew -1 (Minor) Passengers - N/A
Nature of Damage: Extensive damage to front and rear of fuselage
Commander’s Licence: Private Pilot’s Licence
Commander’s Age: 62 years
Commander’s Flying Experience: 340 hours (of which 53 were on type)
Last 90 days - 10 hours
Last 28 days - 3 hours
Information Source: Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the

pilot

The flight to and the approach into Keyston Airfield were normal. The grass runway of the
farm strip is unmarked and is bordered by a hedge to the east and barley field to the west.

In the three-point landing attitude of the Starduster there is no forward visibility of the
runway, so visual cues are taken from either side of the aircraft. Prior to touchdown the pilot
had been prioritising his cues to the east side (where the hedge and parked aircraft were
located) and had neglected to monitor the west side sufficiently. He was therefore unaware
that the aircraft had drifted half over the crop margin. It touched down in the barley crop
and the resultant rapid deceleration caused it to nose over. The momentum continued the
rotation vertically over the tail and back onto the landing gear and the aircraft came to rest,
upright, at the runway/crop boundary. The pilot disembarked the aircraft normally.

The pilot assessed that contributory factors to the accident were: this being his first landing
at the airfield in a tailwheel aircraft and rushing his decisions due to being late for a planned
meeting with friends.
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