ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration: Reims Cessna FR172F Rocket, G-DRAM

No & Type of Engines: 1 Continental Motors Corp 10-360-D piston
engine

Year of Manufacture: 1969 (Serial no: 102)

Date & Time (UTC): 31 May 2017 at 1204 hrs

Location: Prestwick Airport

Type of Flight: Private

Persons on Board: Crew -1 Passengers - 1

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - None

Nature of Damage: Left float damaged

Commander’s Licence: Private Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age: 53 years

Commander’s Flying Experience: 1,760 hours (of which 1,200 were on type)
Last 90 days - 15 hours
Last 28 days - 15 hours

Information Source: Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the

pilot and subsequent AAIB enquiries

The aircraft, which was equipped with floats and retractable landing gear units, was on its
second flight after major maintenance. During the flight the engine suffered rough running,
prompting the pilot to declare a PAN and expedite a landing. After selecting the gear down,
he and his passenger checked the mechanical gear indicator ‘flags’ to confirm that the gear
was down. The pilot could not recall if all the green gear down and locked indicator lights
were illuminated.

After a smooth touchdown the aircraft rolled normally for 40 to 50 m, before veering to the
left, coming to a stop on the shoulder of Runway 12. It transpired that the left landing gear
had collapsed, causing the left float to contact the runway. On lifting the aircraft, the left
main gear extended and locked down.

Subsequent retraction tests did not reveal any problems with the landing gear. Examination
of the engine revealed significant fouling of one spark plug. 8 hours flying have since been
completed without any landing gear problems.

The pilot considered that the PAN condition may have been contributory as there was no
opportunity to go around or double-check the gear, the priority being to land.
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