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 AAIB Bulletin: 9/2017	 G-BZKO	 EW/G2017/03/07

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration: 	 Rans S6-ES Coyote II, G-BZKO

No & Type of Engines: 	 1 Rotax 912-UL piston engine

Year of Manufacture: 	 2000 (Serial no: PFA 204-13564) 

Date & Time (UTC): 	 23 March 2017 at 1100 hrs

Location: 	 Newtonards Airport, Co. Down

Type of Flight: 	 Training 
	
Persons on Board:	 Crew - 2	 Passengers - None

Injuries:	 Crew - None	 Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage: 	 Nose and left main landing gear failed, engine 
and propeller damaged

Commander’s Licence: 	 Private Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age: 	 68 years

Commander’s Flying Experience: 	 5,510 hours (of which 8 were on type)
	 Last 90 days - 71 hours
	 Last 28 days - 23 hours

Information Source: 	 Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot

The aircraft was being used for an instructional flight in the local area.  After completing the 
pre-takeoff checks the student completed a normal takeoff from Runway 03, climbed the 
aircraft to the circuit height of 700ft and turned onto the crosswind leg of the circuit.   As the 
aircraft was about to leave the circuit the instructor observed that the engine oil pressure 
had dropped; there were no other abnormal engine indications.  The student was instructed 
to turn the aircraft back towards the airfield and make a “PAN” call, after which the instructor 
took control of the aircraft.  Shortly after turning towards the airfield, with the aircraft over 
Strangford Lough, the engine failed.  The position and height of the aircraft meant that 
it was not possible to reach the airfield but the instructor was able to maintain control of 
the aircraft until it reached an area of scrub and soft ground close to the airfield, where a 
successful forced landing was completed.  During the landing, the landing gear dug into the 
soft ground, which resulted in the collapse of the nose and left landing gear legs.  The failure 
of the engine was attributed to the rapid loss of engine oil due to a severe leak.


