ACCIDENT
Aircraft Type and Registration: Rotorsport UK MTOsport, G-RMTO
No & Type of Engines: 1 Rotax 912 ULS piston engine
Year of Manufacture: 2010 (Serial no: RSUK/MTOS/027)
Date & Time (UTC): 29 April 2017 at 1430 hrs
Location: Great Knoutberry Hill, Cumbria
Type of Flight: Private
Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - 1
Injuries: Crew - 1 (Minor) Passengers - 1 (Minor)
Nature of Damage: Rotors and upper assembly, propeller, nacelle,
nosewheel detached
Commander’s Licence: Private Pilot’s Licence
Commander’s Age: 75 years
Commander’s Flying Experience: 79 hours (of which 79 were on type)
Last 90 days - 4 hours
Last 28 days - 3 hours
Information Source: Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the

pilot and additional enquiries made by the AAIB

The pilot and passenger took off from Oxenho pe Airfield, West Yorkshire, at 1330 hrs with
the intention of flying to the north to watch some fell running races. At the time of departure,
the pilot reported that the weather was good, with a light breeze which he estimated at 7 to
12 mph from the south-west and an overcast layer of high level cloud.

He approached, at 1,700 ft amsl and over lower ground, the general area of Great
Knoutberry Hill, which has an elevation 2,205 ft, before he changed direction to fly
towards the hill. The pilot then realised that his airspeed had decayed from 70 mph to
approximately 55 to 60 mph and that he was below the summit of the hill. He applied
full power and climbed, but the aircraft failed to clear a fence on top of the summit and
impacted the ground. The uninjured pilot and passenger, who were wearing full harnesses
and helmets, were able to vacate the wreckage without assistance. The recently qualified
pilot attributed the accident to his lack of experience in hill flying and failure to adequately
monitor his airspeed.
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