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A. N. Other  
An Agent  
Any Street  
Any Town  
Any Where  

Intellectual Property Office  
Patents Directorate  
 
Concept House  
Cardiff Road, Newport  
South Wales  
NP10 8QQ  
United Kingdom  
 

           Direct line: 01633 81**** 
           E-mail: ********@ipo.gov.uk 
           Switchboard: 01633 814000 
           Minicom: 08459 222250 
           Fax: 01633 814444 
           DX 722540/41 Cleppa Park 3 
            
 

Your reference: XXX  
Application number: GB *******.*  
 
Date    
 
Dear Sirs  
 
Patents Act 1977: Patent Rules 2007  
Request for reinstatement under Section 20A  
 
You recently filed Patents Form 14 to request reinstatement of your application.  
 
I am pleased to inform you that your request for reinstatement has been allowed. A Reinstatement 
Order is attached and you should note the new time limit for *********** which is 
DD/MM/YYYY. Failure to comply with this time limit will result in the application being treated 
as withdrawn.  
 
You should note that an order for reinstatement gives certain rights to third parties in accordance 
with the terms prescribed in Section 20B of the Patents Act 1977. The relevant extracts from that 
section are as follows:  
 
1. If the application has been published under Section 16 before its termination, after the 
termination and before publication of notice of the request for its reinstatement, a person -  
 
(a)  began in good faith to do an act which would have constituted an infringement of  

the rights conferred by publication of the application if the termination had not  
taken place, or 
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(b)  made in good faith effective and serious preparations to do such an act, he has  
the right to continue to do the act or, as the case may be, to do the act, not  
withstanding the reinstatement of the application and the grant of the patent; but  
this does not extend to granting a licence to another person to do the act.  

 
2. If the act was done, or the preparations were made, in the course of a business, the person 
entitled to the right conferred by sub-paragraph (1) above may -  
 
(a)  authorise the doing of that act by any partners of his for the time being in that  

business, and  
 
(b)  assign that right, or transmit it on death (or in the case of a body corporate on its 

dissolution), to any person who acquires that part of the business in the course  
of which the act was done or the preparations were made.  

 
3. Where a product is disposed of to another in the exercise of the rights conferred by sub-
paragraph (1) or (2) above, that other and any person claiming through him may deal with the 
product in the same way as if it had been disposed of by the applicant.  
 
If a patent is eventually granted on this application the certificate of grant that you receive will be 
endorsed with the above conditions. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Head of Administration 
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