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 AAIB Bulletin: 3/2017 G-MRTN EW/G2016/08/26

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Socata TB10 Tobago, G-MRTN

No & Type of Engines:  1 Lycoming O-360-A1AD piston engine

Year of Manufacture:  1980 (Serial no: 62) 

Date & Time (UTC):  27 August 2016 at 1500 hrs

Location:  Approximately 1 km east of Henstridge Airfield, 
Somerset

Type of Flight:  Private 

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - 3

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - None

Nature of Damage:  Fire damage to the engine bay and lower 
fuselage

Commander’s Licence:  Private Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:  44 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  1,147 hours (of which 50 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 71 hours
 Last 28 days - 24 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot

The pilot reported that the power checks were normal; however the takeoff roll was a little 
longer than expected and the rate of climb was less than 400 ft/min, so the decision was 
made to return to the airfield.  A smell of burning was then noticed in the cockpit, with white 
smoke emanating from the cowling.  At around 500 ft agl, the engine started to lose power 
and the smoke increased in intensity.  The pilot made a MAYDAY call, switched the fuel off 
and completed a successful forced landing in a field.  The occupants exited through the two 
doors, and the pilot returned to the aircraft and used a fire extinguisher to fight the flames 
in the engine bay.

The pilot believes that the exhaust had become detached and the hot gases had started a 
fire in the engine bay, which also caused damage to the lower fuselage.  

The pilot had an instructor rating and hence had good recency in practice forced landings. 
This, and the fairly low height when the fire started, were probably factors that resulted in a 
successful forced landing.


