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 AAIB Bulletin: 3/2017 G-DBCB EW/G2016/10/12

SERIOUS INCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Airbus A319-131, G-DBCB

No & Type of Engines:  2 International Aero Engine V2522-A5 turbofan 
engines

Year of Manufacture:  2004 (Serial no: 2188) 

Date & Time (UTC):  21 October 2016 at 2130 hrs

Location:  On approach to London Gatwick Airport

Type of Flight:  Commercial Air Transport (Non-Revenue) 

Persons on Board: Crew - 5 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  None

Commander’s Licence:  Airline Transport Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:  35 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  8,340 hours (of which 605 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 190 hours
 Last 28 days -   12 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot and safety report by the operator

The day before the incident, during a cross-bleed engine start, the co-pilot noticed a brief 
acidic smell that returned just before takeoff and twice during the climb.  The commander 
was unable to detect anything unusual until they were in the cruise, when the smell returned 
with increasing intensity.  The smell was strongest in the area of the co-pilot’s rudder pedals 
and side-stick controller but there were no symptoms in the passenger cabin.  The crew 
initiated the Smoke/Fire/Fumes emergency checklist and with the smell becoming stronger, 
they diverted to Bordeaux, where the landing was uneventful.

The smell could not be reproduced on the ground but the avionics blower fan was inhibited 
before the aircraft departed the following day on a re-positioning flight to London Gatwick.  
The smell returned when the crew initiated their descent and they donned their oxygen 
masks and declared a PAN.  

Investigation by the operator did not identify the definitive source of the smell, although 
a number of components were replaced.  These included the right brake master cylinder 
which was found to be leaking hydraulic oil.  The aircraft has completed over 30 flights since 
the incident without recurrence.


