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 AAIB Bulletin: 1/2017 G-BTUL EW/G2016/05/04

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Pitts S-2A Special, G-BTUL

No & Type of Engines:  1 Lycoming AEIO-360-A1A piston engine

Year of Manufacture:  1979 (Serial no: 2200) 

Date & Time (UTC):  7 May 2016 at 1400 hrs

Location:  Sleap Airfield, Shropshire

Type of Flight:  Training 

Persons on Board: Crew - 2 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Lower wing, left landing gear, tail wheel and 
bottom of rudder damaged

Commander’s Licence:  Commercial Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:  59 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  1,671 hours (of which 361 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 40 hours
 Last 28 days -   8 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot

The landing was after a completion of the third of a series of aerobatic training flights.  The 
pilot had taken control from the student for the landing and joined crosswind for a right 
hand circuit landing on Runway 05 at Sleap Airfield.  The wind was reported as from 080º at 
10 kt.  During the approach onto final the pilot was aware that the aircraft was closer to the 
threshold than anticipated and adjusted the flight path accordingly.  Flare and touchdown 
were normal, but during the ground roll the aircraft did not decelerate as expected.  The 
left wing then dropped and the aircraft then ground looped to the right causing damage to 
the wing, tail wheel and rudder.  The pilot and student evacuated the aircraft without injury.

Although the reported wind favoured Runway 05, the previous landing aircraft had made 
the decision to land on another runway as they felt there may have been a tailwind on 
Runway 05 and other observers at the airfield later reported to the pilot of G-BTUL that the 
wind at that time appeared to them to be from south-southwest, which would have resulted 
in a tailwind on Runway 05.

Examination of the aircraft shortly after the accident revealed that the left main landing gear 
had collapsed and that it was possible that this occurred during the landing roll precipitating 
the initial wing drop leading to the ground loop.


