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 AAIB Bulletin: 11/2016 G-CCZK EW/G2016/07/08

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Zenair CH 601UL Zodiac, G-CCZK

No & Type of Engines:  1 Rotax 912-UL piston engine

Year of Manufacture:  2004 (Serial no: PFA 162A-14270) 

Date & Time (UTC):  15 July 2016 at 1115 hrs

Location:  Popham Airfield, Hampshire

Type of Flight:  Private 

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - 1

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - None

Nature of Damage:  Left landing gear, left wing and propeller

Commander’s Licence:  Private Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:  62 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  918 hours (of which 384 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 2 hours
 Last 28 days - 0 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot

During the pre-flight inspection, the pilot checked that the engine’s oil and coolant levels 
were normal and sampled the aircraft’s fuel for any obvious contamination.  After a normal 
engine start, he then conducted engine run-up checks prior to takeoff, during which the 
engine performed normally.

However, on initial climb out from Popham, passing 350 ft and clear of the airfield’s boundary, 
the pilot felt a loss in engine power accompanied by the sudden onset of engine vibrations.  
Unable to maintain altitude, he lowered the nose of the aircraft to maintain flying speed and 
adjusted the throttle, but still the engine continued to run roughly.  He made a radio call to 
Popham, informing them that due to engine failure he was going to make a forced landing 
in a field west of the airfield.  During the landing, the aircraft decelerated rapidly upon 
encountering a crop of wheat in the field, during which the left wing and left undercarriage 
suffered damage.  The pilot and passenger, who were wearing lap and diagonal harnesses, 
were able to vacate the aircraft without injury or assistance.  The cause for the engine’s 
power loss has not been established.


