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Materigls and Met{:ods Representative samples of fodder were taken from 12 examples of each of six botanically-
.cixﬁ'.exienuated tree species or varieties and two landraces recognised only by farmers. A group of sixty farmers were asked,
mdn.'xdually, to rank the eight fodders in accordance with their obano (palatable and voraciously consumed but sometimes

Results Correlations (Table 1) of obano status were observed with neutral cellulase digestibility (NCD; P<0.05) and the
nutritionists’ rankings (P<0.05), which were, generally, weighted on the in vitro digestibility data. Posilo status corrclated
with a calculated index of duodenal protein supply (P<0.05) suggesting that it might be more directly related to the role
of tree fodder as a protein supplement. In some instances (e.g. the sub-types of Ficus roxburghii) farmers’ indicators of
nutritive value appeared to be more effective in discriminating different fodders whilst, in others (c.g. the sub-types of
Ficus nemoralis), laboratory analyses were more useful for this purpose (Figurc 1).

Table 1: Correlations () of farmers’ rankings Figure 1: Complementarity of farmers’ rankings
with laboratory indicators and expert Jor obano status and neutral cellulase digestibility.
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Conclusions  Laboratory indicators of nutritive value appear to be able (o address smallho'ldcr fanners’. needs for
information on fodder quality. However, as the negative relationship observed between obqno q}xalxty and _NCD 1llusu'at:cs,
they should be calibrated to account for farmers’ multiple objectives. Farmers also recognise differences in plant material
that scientists may be unaware of. Thus, there is clearly scope for using farmers’ knowledge and labomlqu assesments
together to improve sensitivity where information on the biological bases of the former allows a systematic approach.
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