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Wambui, her mother and their neighbour leave church.

Yes, the calf died last night. It was such a

J

iice heifer too. And we were so pivabvd to (.ccr Mrs. Muriithi, her cow is getti‘ng so0 oid that
have had a heifer after too many bull .. this was really her last hope of a good calf.
calves. Now | don’t know what we’ll do. \

. .~ . ( Why did the calf die?
" -’-M ~ . Did she not try to save it?
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| know 1

eventually it was just so weak it really couldn’t live any more. These things happen...
: ‘ Besid

COf course she tried! She did everything she could, but it just keptrgetting diarrhoea and W
|
8 »

Oh Mother! How can you say she \ |
—\___tried?2 What did she do?
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Did she ask for
some help? Did she
get some Dawa?
Did she feed it? Or
did she just say

“these things \
happen?” ‘
L :
F - - ) ] 0\ Ve /\
( Wambuil | don’t want to hear you talking like that! Mrs. Muriithi ‘ Her cousin was the chief in 19721 Who do
k is a very good lady, she was on the church committeel! J} you think you are to question Mrs. Muriithﬂ
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Besides, we'll be having a new calf ourselves very

can about how to look after a calf, then
pgrhaps We can Empmve our luck ...

ind (I know what you are just saying and | won’t have it!w L. Pad luck is one thing but if we learn all wa]
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Oh Wambui, you tire me out with
your arguments ... This is the new
generation ... I'm sure | was never
allowed to argue with my mother.
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Wambui has gone to see Mwariama,
the animal health assistant.

5o you see, | really need to know all there is
about looking after calves. If anything

' happens to this calf, it will look as if mother

is right and I'm sure that she isn’t.
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Well, perhaps you are
both right. But there is a
lot you can do to make
sure that your calf gets a .
good start in life,
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L Do you see that cow over there?
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It looks 7‘? — , . ‘

more like %“ Q
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;Néélebt a calf for six months and . ,/ If the calf doesn’t grow properly during the
e the cow will neglect you for life. ! first few months of life it will never catch up, '
b N—— = never be completely healthy and never prod.uceJ

as much milk once it is an adult.
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satch up,
r produce
ilt.

-/ Don’t ever neglect it. Always attend to it's needs.
' N\

In general, you should think of a
calf as if it was a baby! You
wouldn't leave your own baby

hungry, or thirsty or cold or wet

or dirty, would you? ’
Y o j

: R A ~ ... 50 the first lesson is to give a calf tender care, just like a baby.

i

The second really important
thing is the Boma. We've talked
about this before so you should
khow what makes a good Boma.
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Clean, dry
sleeping area.
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Dry floor.

Plenty of
fresh air.
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calf. If you enclo

have breathi

| much, the calf will get sick and may

i .__Lu”-frhat’s right. Clean and dry. but open\ P \
. . . f‘ \ 7
and airy is especially important to a s

se the Boma too

ng problems.

VNow, the most important time\
L of the cow’s entire life is the

first six hours after it is born.)

r During that time, the thick yellow mother’ex

| mitk contains things that will protect the calf

against many of the illnesses that it might
- get later on. If it doesn't drink enough of that|
first milk, then it will be much more likely to
be sick and to have diarrhoea.

e —f]
/That sounds just like
Mrs. Muriithi’s calf. |

bet it didn’t get
enough milk during
Qhat first six hours.

.




a That is probably right. Many of the )

important diseases that young calves
get can be prevented if they drink enough
of the cows first milk, if they have a
clean, dry Boma and if they have a good
attendant to look after them ...

/

.. 80 once the calf is born, dry it off, stand it up and

| make sure it sucks. As soon as it is standing, show it

to it's mother's udder and then keep going back to
check that it is drinking. Remember that it must get
as much of thie milk as possible during it’s first six
hours - even if it is born at midnight.
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| ... for the next three days, the calf should get all And even after those first three days, the calf

nd it up and . ,
the milk th roduces. Don't b d

ding, show it { that th? c.ow P € . | probably meeds more milk than you realise, so don't |

’ | tempted to start milking the cow for the family l@dinrE T b osinamny (RPN L B S . i

ing back to i ieave it nuingry Yy IIIIJLLIIIH ere C.GWJ“E;‘L s0 +hHat yﬂu
before three days pass. The calf really does need dyiiak | .

it must get it all if it is to get a good start to life can drink some! To grow properly, the calf might

it's first six 15 Lo ge 9 rieed as much as 5 treetop bottles of milk everyday. |

ght.

REMEMBER:
oTIRONG CALVES
GECW INTO
PROLA JCT'YE COWS

 —————




A e REYT .
- A bit of extra feeding to the cow for six weeks before V%” = ‘
i . ¢l d 4
" and six weeks after calving helps too. Remember the %"1 ) %w;l )
i ‘ A Cowis eating to keep itself alive and to feed the ca!f} a S o $%E |
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(" Well, there isn’t anything too difficult about all that! Now I'fl show )
mother that we don’t need to rely just on luck for a healthy calf ...! y S
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