HEALTHY SHEEP PAY
THE MEDICAL BILLS
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’._. ] Wambui, Wanjiku is sick, so | am
fl | going to take her to town to the
ey hospital. We will need to sell -
Mbiru, the ram, to pay the fees.
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But we won't get- much for
| him, he is s0 small and thin.
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Pknow, | just hope that the
= medical bills are not too much.
- While | am gone you must go and
stay with your cousin Njeri. j
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[ But most of our lambs die and the few that .\1
live never grow very big. There must be something
wrong with our farm. It is just not a good place

\ | . to keep sheep.
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.. And with M.b'i‘r_u gone we\'
have nothing left to sell if
Wanijiku doesn't get better.

But your_;éheqp will
have lambs soon.
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Mama uaed to haye problems

keeping sheep too. But
Mwariama, the animal health

L assistant helped her. /




Now we have big fat lambs and no problems
paying the medical bills and school fees...
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What are

you doing
over here?
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They are }J"'!1£3£Ir'(_j. Look at those

I’-'r bsl What's the secret?

I'm not sure what changes Mama made l:?ut loock, there
s Mwariama let's ask herl ..

. Mwariama! Mwariamal

7—V\7anjiku is sick 50 Mother has gone
to town to the hospital and | am
\_ staying wn:h Nj JCf‘I for a few days.

" But they are Having to sell Wambui's ram and it is
60 thin they might nat have enough to pay the bills.
\_ Wambui needs to learn to keep thcirshccp healthy!

K@epmg sheep is actually quite simple but you
have to pay attention to their needs. They won't
look after themselves. The first thing is to have

a good boma...




They need somewhere dry to sleep and as
much fresh air in the boma as possible.

Look at Njeri's boma. The roof keeps any rain out and although the floor
is only earth, it is raised so water runs off easily and it keeps dry.
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But it doesn't have good walls. It will i) : il =
be very cold for the sheep at night. We |4 T! | | TR | AR ARCSIR S T T < S Mty
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put banana leaves round our boma to | = it o
keep it nice and warm for the sheep... ’ ; .
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Oh dear, we filled the gaps in the wall when
the sheep were sick but they only got worsel
IF _}"I|¢,-' we had taken down the walls instead!

morning and uses it in the shamba so that
the boma is always clean,

Njeri'e mother also swee F‘“ the dung out every =
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5hc.6p will catch a disease which
causes them to have diarrhoea.

If you don't do that the youngj




" Our lambs always have diarrhoeal Mother
\dcwormcd them but it didn't make any difference.
= {
[ No it wouldn't. Keeping the boma ‘
Kﬂoor clean and dry is the answer.

( And what about the food? )

v { Mama always ties the sheep out on the roadside
before she milks the cows in the morning.
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That's right. The longer they have to graze the better they
are. The lambs won't grow if they are locked up all dayt... y
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... And you can feed them extra as well if |
there is any food available. Sweet potato :
vines are good but you can try any

vegetable wastes - anything green from the
kitchen or the shamba will do.




And let them get a little of The better the ewe is FELM But

the cow's salt lick as well - before lambing the bigger always
they won't take much but it and healthier the lamb will
will make them much be. A good start in life is
healthier! very important!
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what about worms - our ﬁhﬁep
have worms but deworming them
doesn't seem to help.

u know that they have worms? :}

( Because we see the worms in the droppings! White squidgy thiﬂ@ﬁ!_)
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(" Not all dewormers will kill N
tapeworms. But they do not do
any harm to the sheep. The
worms that you really need to
worry about are too small for
you to see but they suck the
lr\aheepa blood.

/566 the pink colour there below
[ the eye? If that is very pale
the that is.a sign that the
' sheephas worms, If it is a nice
red colour tiien it prozably does |
not heed to be dewormed. 21
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C And the diarrhoea isn't caused by ','..r.f.mr'rr‘.:s;D

Not usually, As | said before,
a good dry boma and then get
them out to graze.

Don't always have them grazing in the same
muddy patch by the house.

| can't wait to get back
home and tell Mother what
we can do to -have healthier
sheep!




- At Wambui's house a few days later...

It's alright, | know how to make R
our sheep healthier! It is not
difficult to dol )

Well that was lucky. Wanijiku's

‘( treatment cost a little less than |
got for Mbiru. But | don't know what
we'll do if she takes ill again...
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..and Il get the
manure and mud
off the floor. /h
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[ Let's get these banana
leaves off. That'll let the air]
\\i_r} and kécp things dry.../
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/1 am glad we can
still use the old
l\roof material.

but | will just add one or two |
to strengthen the Boma.

”" Yes, same with the old polce,j |
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( This is not as hard as f
thought, especially with
\_ theseoff cuts...

- This floor will really drain welk and N
keep dry now it slopes,
‘ 1]
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And put the sheep out
early in the morning...
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And feed it a
little extra...
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/" And look to see if i
N\ heeds deworming...




Six months Iaitcr... '.
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% | Sl  Wambui, look at the size of that lamb!
i Now we don't need to fear Wanjiku
needing to go back to the hospitall
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