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1 0 Introduction

It has been estimated that Tanzania produces about 880 million litres of milk annually of which 670
million litres comes from the traditional sector and bout 210 million litres from the improved dairy
cattle (MOAC/SUA/ILRI.. 1998) .It is estimated that 90% and 30% of milk from the traditional and
improved dairy sector is consumed on farm or traded within the vicinity of production. Hence..
annually.. only about 214 million litres is sold in major and minor urban centres. Out of the this
amount.. the processing sector handles not more than 40 million litres annually although the
processing capacity is about 500..000 litres per day or 182 million litres/annum (Kurwijila, 2001).
The implication of this is that the processing industry is working at less than 25% of installed
capacity while most of the milk is sold to consumers in the form of raw milk or informally
processed, unpacked milk and milk products (Kurwijila.. 1998).

Since the market liberalisation in early 1980s and collapse of government milk processing
infrastructure, the extent of informal milk market has greatly increased. Given a milk market with a
very high proportion of raw milk sales (more than 90%) and the lack of milk quality control
measures, concern has been raised over the public health hazards that can be transmitted through
milk, particularly zoonotic tuberculosis and brucellosis. Concerns over general milk quality
including hygiene practices of informal market agents and drug residues have also been raised
(MOAC/SUA/ILRI, ] 998). Though many consumers boil milk before consuming, mainly to
lengthening shelf life, but also perhaps to avoid milk-borne zoonoses, the extent of risks from
consumption of raw milk and informally processed milk is unknown

SUA in collaboration with ILRI, since early 1999, has been carrying out research, which take a
producer-to-consumer approach to study milk quality and milk-borne zoonoses. The central
objective was to assess public health risks associated with different milk marketing channels and
their origin and make recommendations to stakeholders so that they can develop appropriate
advisory and/ or regulatory policies and practices which protect health of consumers without
discouraging the current milk-market functions. This paper reports results of dry and wet season
surveys which were carried out in Oar -es-salaam and Mwanza milk shed areas between October
1999 and May 2001.

2.0 METHODOLOGY

2.1 Field survey
Two surveys on market hygiene and handling practices of milk in the informal market were done
using structured and coded questionnaire on milk market agents who had milk available for
sampling. In Mwanza, an attempt was made to interview all milk vendors delivering milk through
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