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51 A widespread phenomenon of Third World cities is using homes not only for shelter, but also
52 for income generation through informal-sector activities. Today, many women from low-income
53 settlements have the potential to self-create jobs and have shown significant results in creating
54 working spaces in their homes, despite every limitation. Although there exists a vast literature
55 about gender issues and home-based jobs as a survival strategy, the types of jobs and the way
56 women create and transform domestic spaces for various economic activities have yet to be
57 explored. One objective for today’s global market is the targeting of women as cheap labor,
58 achieved by using their domestic spaces within the sub-contracting system, especially in the
59 low-income settlements of Third World cities. In Dhaka’s bustees, similar features can be
60 observed as a number of NGOs have introduced training programs and micro credit, especially
61 for women to use their domestic spaces for income generation. This study explores the potential
62 of the women and the domestic spaces in the bustees; and how the women are involved in such
63 economic activities in Dhaka. Three bustee settlements, based on different housing policies,
64 have been investigated to explore home based jobs and the physical spaces. Two factors (tenure
65 security and location) are important in categorizing the home based jobs and the extent of
66 transformation in these settlements.
67  2003 Published by Elsevier Ltd.

68 Keywords: Low-income settlement, Home-based enterprise, Home transformation

69
70

71 Introduction

72 The income of women is crucial for the basic survival
73 of low-income families in many Third World cities.
74 Women from low-income families who do not have
75 access to the formal job market1 often use their dom-
76 estic spaces for income generation and get involved
77 in a variety of economic activities. Chant (1997)
78 pointed out that the home-based job is a critical
79 source of income for women, especially where rapid
80 economic transition and relaxed cultural restrictions
81 have encouraged female migration to urban slums and
82 squatter settlements. As the home is within the
83 domain of women, it is they who perhaps play the
1

28 ∗Tel.: +966 3 8892675; e-mail: shihabmahmud@yahoo.com
680

1Inaccessibility of formal job and activities, the women of low-
681 income engaged in informal sector activities, for balancing and
682 combining gender roles and work. These jobs include various forms
683 of work done for merchants, employers, markets, neighbors and
684 relatives, and they can be characterized by very low returns with
685 high levels of exploitation: cited by Bose (1999).
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84major role in organizing the spaces for income gener-
85ation as well as the daily life of family members.
86A number of studies have emphasized the key role
87of women, especially in low-income dwellings, as the
88provider of economic activities and have claimed that
89the provision of such work actually becomes the fun-
90damental sustenance without which the household
91would perish (Gulati, 1990; Huq-Hussain, 1996;
92Sinai, 1998; Raj and Mitra, 1990). The home thereby
93becomes not merely a container of human life but an
94essential shelter for those life-sustaining activities.
95Many would not have a dwelling at all without their
96home-based enterprises, and many enterprises would
97not be in existence without the opportunity to use the
98domestic spaces.
99What Gulati terms ‘backyard employment’ (Gulati,
1001990) has received enormous attention in accounting
101for much of the growth of the urban informal sector.
102Although the overall area of the domestic spaces in
103low-income settlements differs widely, it can be
104assumed that in most countries the informal housing
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105 sector is providing small spaces with minimum basic
106 requirements (Drakakis-Smith, 1997). Squatter
107 women, besides their involvement in the production
108 process, use their most critical and crowded domestic
109 spaces. Yet, the most important feature of the spaces
110 is that they are apparently invisible, insofar as the
111 same space is both used for production while also
112 being used for other daily activities at different times
113 of the day. Pacione (2001) points out that the use of
114 the home as a work place saves time and money that
115 are often indispensable for the entrepreneur’s sur-
116 vival. There are many advantages for entrepreneurs
117 in the informal sectors, as there are no tax claims, nor
118 insurance, and in addition, while women engage in
119 income generating activities they can also do neces-
120 sary home work simultaneously, such as looking after
121 children (Sinai, 1998).
122 Kellett and Tipple (2000) have pointed out that
123 home transformation and self-initiated extensions in
124 the low-income settlements are common phenomena
125 in all Third World cities and in such transformation,
126 women play a major role, although the greatest dif-
127 ficulty in the study of such home-based work is the
128 absence of reliable statistics at the national and inter-
129 national level, because they are occurring in private
130 spaces. Ameen (1999) has pointed out that despite
131 governments’ negative attitude, the maximum utiliz-
132 ation of spaces by housing extension has attracted
133 many housing experts, especially in government or
134 public low-income housing. The overview affirms
135 that low-income groups, even with agonizing limi-
136 tations, can use their potential to make vital improve-
137 ments to their own homes at no direct cost to govern-
138 ment. According to Tipple (1996), transformation
139 appears to contribute more than it costs—moreover,
140 extensions in government-built housing have demon-
141 strated that there is considerable advantage arising
142 from extension activity for the sustainability of cities
143 in developing countries.
144 The focus of existing studies of home-based
145 enterprises has been largely on the economic impli-
146 cations rather than the physical quality of spaces and
147 how jobs and work are integrated or accommodated.
148 In areas where infrastructure and social conditions
149 permit integration of production processes into indi-
150 vidual homes, dwellings may undergo various types
151 of modification, which differ depending on the type
152 of production, its spatial requirements, and the num-
153 ber and gender of persons involved in the activity.
154 However, the accessibility of market centers, access
155 to urban services, relative spatial control (privacy),
156 and home tenure are key conditions that make some
157 home-workers more successful than others.

158 Women, economic activities and domestic
159 spaces
160 Women who migrate from rural areas and try to adapt
161 within the new urban environment (especially in
162 Third World cities) have many features in common,
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163despite their cultural and ethnic differences. A poor
164woman who is a recent migrant tries to involve herself
165in economic activities, first because she wants to sur-
166vive and second because she wants to improve her
167economic condition and to contribute to her family,
168on a par with her male counterparts. Senyapili (1983)
169addressed gecekondu2 women as a new commodity in
170the economic sector of a city, insofar as they usually
171bear two different identities, one as a domestic worker
172and another as an earning member of the family.
173White (1996) pointed out that although there exists a
174variety of economic activities in the marginal service
175sector, a majority of women prefer to work at home
176and to use their domestic spaces for income gener-
177ation.
178A major issue of this paper is to understand how
179the women use their domestic spaces for income gen-
180eration and how they accommodate such activities,
181insofar as space is very limited in the low-income
182settlements. It has been argued by many scholars
183(Rahman, 1999; Mahmud, 2001) that if tenure secur-
184ity is achieved, then low-income female households
185will transform their domestic spaces for economic
186activities more than their male counterparts, and more
187than any other factors. For the last two decades, a
188boom in the garment industries has been experienced
189by many Third World cities, and a major portion of
190the women from low-income localities have found
191jobs in such manufacturing activities. Moreover, the
192sub-contractors of these garment industries also found
193women from the low-income localities valuable as
194they constitute cheap labor and are ready to use their
195domestic spaces (Eraydin and Erendil, 1999). Like-
196wise, Jellinek (1997) pointed out that women are
197found in low-waged occupations such as food prep-
198aration, petty commodity production, street trading or
199as vendors, working in subcontracting enterprises in
200such localities. Currently, a number of Non-Govern-
201ment Organizations (NGOs) have found women a
202potential input for this sector. Kusow (1993) has div-
203ided such household manufacturing into subsistence
204manufacturing, artisans working in the home, artisans
205with workshops, and industrial home-work paid by
206the piece under a contract system. Since women from
207low-income groups usually engage in wage-work at
208or near home, the home environment and its physical
209space is thus important in understanding both their
210living standards and the quality of physical spaces.
211Huq-Hussain (1996) points out that the households
212who are using their domestic spaces for income gen-
213erations are better off than those who are not.
214Before the industrial revolution, work for most
215people was centered in their homes in the form of

1

686
2Gecekondus are low-income settlements of Turkey which means

687“constructed overnight”. The general features of gecekondus are
688different than bustees as the housing unit is much bigger, as the
689land is either squatted by the occupants in the outskirts of the city
690or on the hillsides Ankara’da 158 gecekondu, Ankara: Ankara
691Universitesi Siyasal Bilgilar fakultesi, 1957 cited by Tekeli (1996).
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216 domestic industry. Later, the growth of capitalism and
217 the concentration of population in urban centers
218 occurred, and the separation of industrial and residen-
219 tial districts, along with a faster transportation system,
220 played an important role in shaping many cities
221 (Gugler, 1997; Davies and Herbert, 1993). Although
222 the separation of workplace and residence has been
223 realized in Western cities, self-created enterprises at
224 home as a source of income for women have again
225 integrated the work and living spaces in many low-
226 income settlements of Asian, African and South
227 American cities (Ahrentezn, 1989). This idea of com-
228 bining the work and family space encourages women-
229 headed households to take part in income generation,
230 alongside their male counterparts, and they typically
231 place a larger part of their earnings towards their
232 household expenses (Weiss, 1996).
233 Both Bose (1999) and Bhatt (1998) investigated the
234 types of home-based jobs and their working spaces
235 for women in a bustee in India. These jobs include
236 basket weaving, agarbathi (incense stick) making,
237 packaging and making household goods, embroidery,
238 and food preparation, stringing flowers, casting con-
239 struction elements in moulds and garments manufac-
240 turing or tailoring. In the case of food supply, a lot
241 of women are also using their domestic spaces, how-
242 ever, for distributing them in different commercial
243 and administrative places they need help from their
244 male family members. Sinai (1998) pointed out that
245 the most suitable place for such activities are either
246 their courtyards or open verandas and in lack of such
247 spaces, semi-private spaces such as paths or space in
248 front of the dwellings are extensively used. Erman
249 (1995) found similarities among the women house-
250 holds who were involve in home based enterprises in
251 the low-income settlements and she points out that
252 the working spaces can be overlapped with their most
253 necessary daily activities such as sleeping, cooking
254 and eating. Similarly Miraftab (1996) studied
255 Maquila3 workers and concluded that the use of work-
256 ing spaces is dictated by the time and thus a space
257 can be used more economically.

258 Women and their home based enterprises in
259 Dhaka

260 Women in the bustee settlements of Dhaka have very
261 limited access to residential space, however, a sub-
262 stantial number of such women accommodate them-
263 selves with various housing alternatives despite
264 extremely bad conditions; a lack of basic require-
265 ments; and almost no empty spaces (Huq-Hussain,

1

692
3Maquilas in Mexico can involve home based work, in which all

693 the family members are involved in income generation one way or
694 another and use their domestic spaces for production purposes.
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2661996). The rapid growth of bustees in Dhaka4 has
267proved that there is a serious deficiency for housing
268for the poor and today they house a major portion of
269the poor people including married and single women
270who are often involved in marginal sectors. As
271women often get jobs in the garment industries, the
272bustee owner have provided cheap rental units for
273them since the late 1980s. Today, a number of NGOs5

274like ‘Grameen Bank’ and ‘Proshika’ targeted bustee
275women and explored their labor and potential in dif-
276ferent economic sectors. Unlike the garment indus-
277tries, these NGOs bring jobs for bustee women onto
278their doorsteps and also have a micro credit scheme
279by which they attract married women who otherwise
280have no option for income. As the bustee landlords
281permit the women to work and use their domestic
282spaces, women of low-income often prefer such
283accommodations more than other localities. Mahmud
284(2001) points out that despite the fact that the monthly
285rent of the bustees in the city core is much higher
286than any middle income settlement (if calculated
287according to the floor space) the bustee women pre-
288fers to stay in those settlements. One basic reason is
289the proximity, insofar as the bustee women can save
290on transport costs; there are higher transaction possi-
291bilities in the city core; and of course the opport-
292unities of using their domestic spaces for different
293income generation, which is not possible in middle
294income localities.
295Home based jobs in Dhaka that are run by the
296bustee women have different characteristics with
297respect to space organization and the nature of work.
298It has also been noticed that there are some home
299based jobs where all the family members, including
300the wife and the children, are involved, such as res-
301taurants, making household goods, grocery or work-
302shops. In the survey by Sinai (1998) in Ghana’s low-
303income areas it was found that home based jobs can
304be classified into three groups: the production and
305consumption in the same space; the production is in
306the home but consumption occurs in other places and
307vice-versa, which is also true for Dhaka. Especially
308for the garment trade or embroidery work, home
309space can be suitable because heavy machinery is not
310required. Therefore, some organizations also provide
311home based work for bustee women. Small grocery
312or cigarette stalls usually are run by the housewives
313when their husbands are away from home. One inter-

1

695
4In recent years, Dhaka city has experienced an increase in the

696number of bustee settlements, that have concentrated especially in
697the inner district and on the peripheries. However, bustees can be
698of various types and vary mostly by their physical characteristics
699and land ownership pattern, A comprehensive mapping of the
700physical lay out of bustee was conducted by CUS for ICDDR,B,
7011990.
702

5Grammen Bank and Proshika are two big NGOs in Bangladesh
703who have short term training programs and provide theoretical and
704practical knowledge especially to the housewife who wants to use
705the home for income generation. These NGOs also have micro cre-
706dit or short term loan programs exclusively for women households.
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314 esting feature of these bustee women is, that they
315 strictly believe the Islamic values of Purdah6 on their
316 arrival in the cities. But due to the physical layout
317 and environment in the bustees, these values slowly
318 started to diminish. The other reason perhaps is the
319 economic factor, as the women have to mix with the
320 opposite sex in work and in other places. However,
321 it can be claimed that bustee women achieve more
322 freedom as they become an important component in
323 the marginal sector activities (Chowdhury, 1998).

324 An experiment in Dhaka’s low-income
325 settlements

326 As the main intention of this study is to explore the
327 types of home based jobs and the way bustee women
328 use and transform their domestic spaces for income
329 generating activities in the physical sense, low-
330 income settlements in Dhaka have been studied.
331 Islam’s (1996) classification7 shows an elaborate
332 housing system for all income groups in Dhaka. His
333 survey aimed to find the locations, the predominant
334 types, income levels, and structural typology of the
335 dwelling units, land ownership pattern, density etc
336 (Table 1). According to his chart, almost 50% of the
337 city’s population accommodate themselves in such
338 bustees and a major portion of this population is
339 female. In his classifications, six different housing
340 provisions for low-income have been discussed
341 although for simplicity, only three such settlements
342 are chosen, based on three different housing polices.
343 These settlements are namely, Babupara (an illegal
344 bustee) located in the city center; Badal Mia (a private
345 bustee) located in the intermediate zone and Ershad
346 Nagar (Bastohara refugee camp) in the city periphery.
347 Although they are all low-income settlements, there
348 are hardly any similarities in the physical spaces
349 except that bustee women occupy them all.
350 In this study, households in all three settlements
351 were randomly chosen and the type of home based
352 jobs run by the bustee women were documented by
353 a questionnaire. The number of bustee women inter-
354 viewed in order to find data on home based jobs and
355 the transformation of physical spaces were 50 in
356 Badal Mia, 45 in Babupara and 56 in Ershad Nagar
357 respectively. Since the experiment took place in the
358 private spaces and as the samples were all bustee

1

707
6Purdah is the gender segregation of domestic spaces in the Islamic

708 countries, according to Islamic values, they maintain a strict and
709 separate domain for male and female, in Bangladeshi villages pur-
710 dah is a general practice for women, Cited in Samizay and Kaz-
711 imee (1993).
712

7Islam’s (1996) six types of low-income settlements can be
713 grouped under three main categories such as slum, squatter and
714 government assisted housing as the most dominant forms. As con-
715 ventional tenement slums in the old part of Dhaka were not built
716 for low-income people and as the bulk of employee housing is
717 basically government assisted housing, Islam’s (1996) chart can be
718 reviewed and can be grouped under three major low-income hous-
719 ing types for the case of Dhaka.
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359women, it was difficult to approach initially but once
360the questions were asked they were helpful and wil-
361lingly participated. Beside the questionnaire, in depth
362interviews with the bustee women (who use their
363domestic spaces for income generation) were docu-
364mented and observed by the author.

365Comparison on home based jobs and spaces
366in three low-income settlements
367The characteristics of the home based jobs and the
368domestic spaces in all three settlements are different.
369While in Babupara, the households have 4 square
370meter rental units (the path is the only empty space),
371the housing units in Ershad Nagar is much wider with
372an open courtyard, and covers 8 square meters.
373Although in Badal Mia bustee the basic facilities such
374as water and sanitation are little better than in Babu-
375para, the landlord of the Badal Mia bustee puts more
376restriction on home based jobs for bustee women,
377since they are the real owner of the land (Figure 1).
378Therefore, the type of home based jobs differs accord-
379ing the space availability and on the tenure security
380in all three settlements. For example, while in the
381Babupara (illegal) bustee women use their bedrooms
382for preparing food to sell outside, women in Ershad
383Nagar may open a restaurant, grocery or other work-
384shops by dividing their interior spaces as they hold
385more space and have more tenure security than other
386two bustees. For Babupara, as the landlords are basi-
387cally ‘Land Mafias’ occupying public land illegally,
388they are unable to provide tenure security, however,
389it tries to provide protection for the bustee inhabitants.
390For Badal Mia bustee women, the threat is actually
391from the landlord himself as he intends to make an
392agreement with developers for a multi-storied com-
393mercial center for more economic benefit (told by a
394bustee women who resides there). One important fea-
395ture is that while the bustee women of Badal Mia or
396Babupara are wage earners or are working on contract
397basis, the women of Ershad Nagar can be an entrepr-
398eneur, running a business (Figure 2). A more general
399observation of the Ershad Nagar camp is that house-
400holds which have better access to the main road have
401transformed domestic spaces more than other house-
402holds and have transformed for economic reasons
403where the involvement is from the female more than
404their male counterparts.
405Table 2 categorizes the home based jobs into seven
406different categories and the percentages of the women
407who are using extensively their domestic spaces. As
408far as the types of home based jobs are concerned,
409food delivery (with 20%) and garment manufacture
410(16%) are the most typical jobs. For Babupara, food
411delivery8 alone has an 11% share. This is due to the
1

720
8Rice business is one type of food delivery by the bustee women

721who often prepare the food in their domestic spaces and distribute
722among the regular customer near by. In this business the female
723households also take help from male family members especially
724for carrying and distributing.
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735
736

737 Figure 1 Physical layout and the domestic space of the bustees and Ershad Nagar Camp (Source: Mahmud, 2001:132)

739740741

742
743

744 Figure 2 Home work from different factories at doorsteps,
745 (Source: Author, June, 2002)

412 central location and there is a demand for food deliv-
413 ery business especially for low-income people who
414 are working in the administrative and various com-
415 mercial enterprises at the city core. For the case of
416 garments, Badal Mia shows the highest percentage
417 (12%) because there are garments industries all
418 around the place, and different garment contractors
419 bring home work for the bustee women (the majority
420 being housewives) and their only useable space is the
421 common path or the bedroom for such activities (see
422 Figure 1).
423 In Ershad Nagar the majority converted the front

915

916 Table 2 The percentage of home based jobs in low-income settlements917

923929
935

Types of home based jobs Badal Mia Babupara bustee Ershad Nagar Total (%)
bustee (%) (%) Camp (%)944

950956
962

1. Garment jobs (embroidery, making handmade blankets, making caps) 12.0 2.2 4.4 16.6968

2. Different workshops (tailoring, carpenter, hairdresser, cobbler, 2.2 4.4 5.1 11.7
handloom silk, repairing rickshaw, making flour, laundry)975

3. Households goods (sweet boxes, match boxes, weaving baskets, 3.0 2.2 2.8 8.0
packaging goods, bamboo and coconut shell handicrafts)982

4. Food (delivery foods, restaurants, tea stall, bakery etc.) 4.0 11.1 5.4 20.5988

5. Grocery shops, clothing shops, fruit and vegetable shops, firewood 0.0 1.8 12.6 13.4
shops)995

6. Sorting old goods and papers 0.0 2.2 3.6 5.81001

7. Poultry firm (producing egg, chickens, cow milk) 0.0 0.0 2.8 2.81007

Percentage of home-based jobs in the settlements (Total) 21.2 23.9 36.71013

10191025

1031 Source: Mahmud, 2001: 153.
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424portion of their units for grocery, tea stalls or other
425workshops. During the day the housewives look after
426the shops as their male partner is out at another job
427(Figure 2). The survey shows that Ershad Nagar has
428the highest percentage of home based jobs. As the
429land belongs to the government, the control is loose,
430unlike other two bustees. A more general practice of
431this settlement is almost all the households have
432illegally occupied the public land from the road
433(Figures 3 and 4).

434Domestic spaces used and transformed by
435bustee women for income generation

436Home is basically a place for women, as mentioned
437by one of the dwellers; they are the master-planners
438for creating such spaces for income earning. In Table
4393, three settlements have been evaluated to exemplify
440the spaces of particular home based activities. In
441Badal Mia bustee, 73% of households do not bring a
442job to their homes; the rest (21%) are involved with
443four types of jobs. Garments have the highest share
444with 12% and most women perform such work in
445their bedrooms. The common spaces such as paths
446and courtyards are popular places for this kind of jobs
447but lack of such spaces also forces the women to use
448their bedrooms, especially in the bustees.
449For Badal Mia bustee residents, the bedrooms and
450the path are the most useful spaces for all sorts of
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749
750

751 Figure 3 Modified spaces

752753754

755
756

757 Figure 4 Converting home space for a grocery shop in
758 Ershad Nagar camp (Source: Author, June, 2002)

451 activities and there is no common outdoor space
452 within the settlement as such. For food delivery, the
453 kitchen is important; however, in our sample 4% of
454 women also cook in their bedrooms. In Badal Mia,
455 although there is a common kitchen in one corner,
456 most dwellers prefer to cook in the path, which they
457 transform by themselves in front of their rented
458 rooms. Although the path is not a private space, a
459 major transformation of the spaces are often done by
460 the bustee women for cooking and food preparation
461 purposes and done with mutual consent.
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462The home-based work in Babupara bustee is nearly
46324%, slightly higher than Badal Mia and the types of
464home-based work are also more. Food delivery or a
465catering business is the most popular self-created job
466here for women. Although they are involved in such
467activities, the males also help them carry the food or
468sell them on the street. 4% of the women do this kind
469of job either in their congested bedrooms or on the
470path if the weather is suitable. Unlike Badal Mia
471bustee, two bustee women have opened grocery shops
472by altering certain portion of their dwelling units, as
473they are the owners. These indicate that the flexibility
474of changing space depends on the tenure status of
475the households.
476Ershad Nagar seems to be the haven for home
477based jobs as over 36% of the women households in
478our sample reported that they perform such activities
479at home. It was quite obvious from observation that
480most dwellers opened their own shops at home and
481were also involved in other money generating activi-
482ties within the neighborhood. Grocery shops score the
483highest with 12% and a number of different spaces
484such as bedrooms; verandas, courtyards and pathways
485have been altered or sometimes converted to accom-
486modate such shops. Although these people do not
487have any right to change their own dwellings, the
488loose control of government and the security of tenure
489give the confidence to invest and spend for such
490income generating activities. There are more than
4913400 families living in the camp; demand for different
492commercial activities accelerated the transformation
493of houses into shops. Again, availability of spaces
494also encouraged these people to use domestic spaces
495for money generating activities. Unlike other bustees,
496a number of NGOs have their own workshops in the
497camp where the women work and get short term train-
498ing, such as weaving baskets, embroidery, making
499saries, handicrafts etc. Therefore, a good number of
500women work in such organizations rather than using
501their own housing spaces.

502Conclusion
503Due to the lack of formal job opportunities, using
504domestic spaces for income generation has become
505tremendously popular among bustee women in
506Dhaka. However, the most destitute bustee women
507have proved their invisible power of income gener-
508ation and thus become an important earning member
509and contributor, which at times is essential for the
510survival of many families. NGOs also have activated
511and played the catalyst role in favor of bustee women
512for providing self created jobs and enterprises at home
513and therefore the women have become a component
514in the urban economy of Dhaka.
515What are the alternatives for bustee women if the
516domestic spaces are not enough for performing home
517work? It has been widely observed that it is usually
518the bustee women who often create their own alterna-
519tive invisible spaces even though they are not pro-
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520 vided in the settlements. However, the study of these
521 three bustee settlements allows us to conclude that
522 the degree of changing domestic spaces or alteration
523 indicates freedom of living and the security of tenure.
524 The result shows a major difference in all three
525 settlements especially in the physical characteristics9

526 and also in the quality of spaces. In addition, the sur-
527 vey demonstrates that the women from Ershad Nagar
528 (government-assisted housing) are no doubt in a more
529 advantageous position than the residents of the other
530 two bustees as these inhabitants do not pay any rent,
531 and do not need permission while extending their
532 dwelling units for any economic activities. The types
533 of home based jobs and their working spaces in each
534 individual family have different features. As the
535 spaces are very congested, especially in the bustee
536 settlements, the women have to find or create their
537 own working space, within this limitation. Therefore,
538 it is important for the bustee women to find the types
539 of jobs, which are suitable in the dwelling units. Thus,
540 flexibility of space is vital for the families who are
541 involved in home based production, because the lack
542 of space forces certain home-based work to choose
543 spaces that are not suitable for such activities. How-
544 ever, it has been concluded that home based jobs in
545 Dhaka’s bustee can be classified into three categories;
546 spaces are for production purposes; spaces are for
547 both production and consumption purposes; and
548 spaces are for rental purposes.
549 Unlike Ershad Nagar, transformations of the dom-
550 estic spaces in the bustees are relatively low because
551 of the strict control of the landlords or land mafias.
552 Although some writers (Tinker, 2000; Kümbetoğlu,
553 1992) point out that women who use their domestic
554 spaces for income generation sacrifice the potential of
555 improving housing quality, for Dhaka’s bustees this
556 may not be true. As home based jobs increase the
557 income of women, women households of Ershad
558 Nagar and to some extent Babupara have experienced
559 investment for improvements of the physical space.
560 The overview affirms that the bustee women, even
561 under the agonies of multiple limitations, could use
562 their potential and make vital improvements to their
563 own house at no direct cost to the government. Thus
564 transformations done by the bustee women appear to
565 contribute more than they take away. By showing
566 their potential by using and transforming domestic
567 spaces, and through this survival strategy, they per-
568 haps achieve an identity in the urban setting. Thus
569 bustee women need security of tenure, if not owner-
570 ship.
571 The main concern of the paper is to show the bustee
572 women as important actors despite their lack of skill

1

725
9The physical characteristics of bustee is unique because the low-

726 income settlements across different continents may vary with
727 respect to physical layout and size. For example, Turkish gece-
728 kondus are even bigger than the residence of middle income people
729 in Ankara, whereas Dhaka’s bustees are congested but the rent is
730 high.
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573and literacy. It is perhaps the public authority which
574has to take the prime role to consolidate them or to
575generate policy planning so those bustee women are
576not exploited by urban dwellers. While the govern-
577ment agency is unable to provide proper and legal
578housing for low-income and in particular bustee
579women, the policy for women migrants has to be
580reconsidered. If government organizations can be
581activated, it may encourage and provide training for
582village women to engage in various income-generat-
583ing activities by using domestic spaces in the villages.
584Thus, both poverty alleviation and female migration
585to the over populated urban areas can be controlled.
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