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on a page can tell a story. When children listen

left to right can stand for spoken words.

Even very young children like to look at picture
books.They can see that the direction of pictures

stories, they learn that the marks on the page from

to

Young children begin to recognise and read some
tamiliar words they see every day, often starting
with their own names.

Words are all around us, not just in books. Children can be
helped to understand that the marks are letters, that letters go
together to make words and that written words can be spoken.

Children learn the sounds letters stand for, and
how different groups of letters put together can
sound out different words.

jog ey log 1
it top
zip chin

van  quick red
vet win fox
ring sheep thin
hat  bet sit
bake seem time
law father out
soon  her

them vision
hot  cut
home cue
il book
for

The bold letters in these words
show ALL the sounds that letters can

make in English. The same letter can
make different sounds in different
words. Two letters put together can
make a different sound from each of
those letters by themselves.

At first, children point to each word with
a finger and speak it out loud. As they
b expert read hildren follow
the lines of words with their eyes and
read silently in their heads.

Children learn to read out loud. The others
can follow what is being read by pointing
with their fingers.

Older children can listen to younger children reading
and help them with the words they do not know.

When children can read, it gives them pleasure to learn
about other people, places and things. They can also
write their ideas and send them to one another.

The ability to read helps people to keep in touch. It is also a

step to further ed tion and ploy
able to help family aduits to learn to read.

t. Children may be




