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Around the world, a growing crisis of legitimacy characterizes the rela-
tionship between citizens and the institutions that affect their lives. In
both North and South, citizens speak of mounting disillusionment with
government, based on concerns about corruption, lack of responsiveness
to the needs of the poor and the absence of a sense of connection with
elected representatives and bureaucrats. Conventional forms of expertise
and representation are being questioned. The rights and responsibilities
of corporations and other global actors are being challenged, as global
inequalities persist and deepen.

In response, this series argues, increased attention must be paid to
re-examining contemporary understandings of rights and citizenship in
different contexts, and their implications for related issues of participation
and accountability. Challenging liberal understandings in which citizen-
ship is understood as a set of rights and responsibilities bestowed by the
state, the series looks at how citizenship is claimed and rights are realized
through the agency and actions of people themselves.

Growing out of the work of an international network of researchers and
practitioners from both South and North, the volumes in this series explore
a variety of themes, including locally rooted struggles for more inclusive
forms of citizenship, the links between citizenship, science and globaliza-
tion, the politics and dynamics of participation in new democratic arenas,
and the relationships between claiming rights and ensuring accountability.
Drawing from concrete case studies which focus on how people under-
stand their citizenship and claim their rights, the volumes contribute new,
empirically grounded perspectives to current debates related to deepening
democracy, realizing rights-based development, and making institutions
more responsive to the needs and voices of poor people.
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Foreword by John Gaventa

This volume explores a variety of themes related to how citizens engage in
critical scientific debates and decisions that affect their futures, be they
in specific policy issues about genetics, HIV/AIDS, occupational health,
biotechnology or GM foods to broader processes of assessing the risks of
new technologies.

Throughout, the volume contributes again and again to core themes
of the Claiming citizenship series: how citizens both engage with and are
constructed by policy processes; how rights are realized and how demands
for new rights - such as, in this case, the right to safety or access to cognitive
justice — emerge; whose realities and knowledges are used in the construc-
tion of standards of acceptable risk; the links between local and global
processes and how they affect citizen mobilization; and how institutions
respond to the multiple voices of the citizens they are meant to serve. In
doing so, the volume poses critical challenges to how citizen participa-
tion is often conceptualized in policy discourse, which usually involves
at best relatively passive contributions of lay knowledge and preferences
to pre-defined and bounded technical processes. Instead, it offers a far
more robust vision — one that involves understanding citizens as bearers of
knowledge and agency, deeply linked to their own identities, cultures and
even ontologies, and intertwined with global networks and solidarities.

The editors and authors of the volume address these issues through a
richly textured combination of analysis and empirical case studies drawn
from both North and South, including Brazil, China, India, New Zealand,
Sierra Leone, South Africa, the United States, the United Kingdom and
Zimbabwe. In so doing they link a wide spectrum of intellectual debates
about science, citizenship, globalization, indigenous knowledge, policy,
participation, risk and reflexivity. They do so in a way that itself is illustrative
of one of the dimensions of citizen engagement they discuss, i.e. through
mobilizing global networks that help to develop new forms of knowledge,
vision and imagination.

Some of the researchers involved and two of the editors, Melissa Leach
and lan Scoones, are affiliated to the Development Research Centre (DRC)
on Citizenship, Participation and Accountability, an international research
network based at the Institute of Development Studies which brings
together researchers and practitioners from Bangladesh, Brazil, India,
Mexico, Nigeria and South Africa. The Citizenship DRC is funded by the UK
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Department for International Development (DfID), with additional funding
from the Rockefeller Foundation, which enabled the participation of some
of the Northern contributors to this project.’

In October 2001 and again in December 2002, members of the DRC
network joined with other academics (spanning the fields of anthropo-
logy, sociology, ecology, science studies and geography), science advisers,
professionals and activists for two conferences involving almost one
hundred participants to explore the themes now reflected in this volume.
The DRC network also linked with other networks, including that formed
around the Science in Society Programme of the UK Economic and Social
Research Council (ESRC), in which the third editor, Brian Wynne, has been
involved. The Science and Society Programme also co-funded the second
conference at IDS.

This volume in turn is part of a larger series on Claiming citizenship
emerging from the work of the Development Research Centre. Other vol-
umes will explore related issues of struggles for more inclusive forms of
citizenship, the politics and dynamics of institutionalized participation
in new democratic arenas, and the relationships between claiming rights
and ensuring accountability. Drawing from concrete case studies that
focus on how people understand their citizenship and claim their rights,
the volumes contribute new, empirically grounded perspectives on current
debates related to deepening democracy, realizing rights-based develop-
ment, and making institutions more responsive to the needs and voices
of poor people.

As overall series editor and as director of the DRC, | would like to
thank the editors and authors of this volume for contributing their work
to the Claiming citizenship series. The energy, quality and professionalism
reflected in this work are far greater than can be credited to the DRC itself.
Rather, they reflect the commitment to the issues involved and the col-
laboration of many people from a number of organizations and networks
around the world. In addition, special thanks should be given to those who
have helped in the production of the manuscript, including Kathryn Perry,
Oliver Burch, Lucila Lahitou and, of course, our colleagues and editors at
Zed Books, whose support for this series is deeply appreciated.

John Gaventa, Series Editor
Institute of Development Studies

Note

1 Further information on the Development Research Centre on Citizenship,
Participation and Accountability may be found at <www.drc-citizenship.org>.
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