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Background: Water, livelihoods and growth?

How does investment in water supply and sanitation contribute to the government’s wider
objectives of economic growth and poverty reduction? What are the implications for sector
policy and programming? These are important questions which RiPPLE’s Growth theme is
seeking to address.
Prospects for economic growth in Ethiopia centre on agriculture, however this potential is
severely constrained by risk, vulnerability and chronic food insecurity. Various factors such as
access to markets and inequalities in assets (such as land, water, livestock) can affect whether
growth in a given location is
“pro-poor” – i.e. whether that
growth brings particular beneﬁt
to the poor. Access to water
supply and sanitation (WSS) is
a major form of asset inequality
in Ethiopia, where less than 40%
of the population has access to
safe water and less than 20%
has access to sanitation facilities.
It not only affects the health,
welfare and productivity of rural
households, but also impacts on
their ability to engage in available
market opportunities, through
savings of time and labour and
Improved access to water can increase market opportunities for
small scale productive uses.
rural households

Our Aims

The aim of the RiPPLE Growth theme is to support implementers to develop WSS
interventions which help protect poor households against livelihood shocks and promote food
security and productivity. RiPPLE is addressing these issues through a range of research and
learning activities designed to strengthen the linkages between high level policy debates and
lessons learned through implementation on the ground.

Activities

Four case studies are currently planned:
Macro level
• Analysis of links between levels of access to WSS and patterns of growth and poverty reduction
in Ethiopia
• Water resources management, development and growth in Ethiopia and the wider Nile
region
Micro level (focusing on East Harerge Zone, Oromia Region)
• The relationship between access to WSS and improved food security at household level: the
costs and beneﬁts of existing food security interventions
• Sustainability of multiple use water services which also provide for small scale productive uses
of water (e.g. for irrigation): costs and beneﬁts of existing multiple use interventions
These will form the basis for long-term action research developed in conjunction with regional
LPAs and linked to ongoing WSS programme implementation.

