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Dramatic
cost cuts in
tsetse control
An improved technique for controlling tsetse
flies cuts costs by 90% because five times as
many cattle can be treated with the same
amount of insecticide.

The new method, known as 'restricted application insecticide
control', relies on the fact that tsetse tend to only bite the legs and
stomachs of older cattle. Spraying or dipping just these parts with
an insecticide every two to four weeks kills tsetse fly for a cost of
only around one British pound per animal per year.
There are other benefits too. For example, the technique means
that because young animals don't need to be treated with
insecticide they still get bitten by ticks and build up their immunity
to tick-borne diseases. In Uganda, Zambia and Burkina Faso, the
technique has already reduced the incidence of sleeping sickness
- trypanosomiasis - the devastating disease which tsetse carry.

Making insecticide go further
Insecticides have been used successfully for over 20 years
to control tsetse flies. But, although cheaper than drugs, they
are still expensive. To treat their cattle, farmers pour insecticides
over them or put them through insecticide dips. This, together with
the need to treat most of the cattle over large areas, makes the
control of tsetse very costly.
Now, insecticides go a lot further. Studies in Burkina Faso, South
Africa, Tanzania and Zimbabwe found that tsetse suck blood
mainly from the legs and bellies of older cattle. When pyrethroids
were applied just to their legs and bellies - reducing the amount of
insecticide used by 80-90% - nearly as many tsetse died as when
the whole animal was treated.
This means that partially treating cattle with insecticide is at least
as effective as treating the whole body.
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For more information
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the many small livestock farmers.

For further technical information go to the RIU online database at
www.researchintouse.com/database and type in LPP14 or
e-mail riuinfo@nrint.co.uk

